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How does the Victorian Electoral Commission make sure your vote is private?

a)
Ballot papers are anonymous and voting screens are designed to give you privacy
b) 
You are required to wear a hat and sunglasses when entering the polling station
c) 
You whisper who you want to vote for in the ear of an electoral official

~~~~~~
a) 
Ballot papers are anonymous and voting screens are designed to give you privacy
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What is the piece of paper that you cast your vote on called? 

a) 
Ballot paper

b) 
A make your choice paper

c) 
A vote here paper

~~~~~~

a) 
Ballot paper
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On what day are elections traditionally held? 

a)
Monday

b)
Sunday

c)
Saturday

~~~~~~

c)
Saturday 
Both local council and State elections are held on the last Saturday of November every four years. The next state election will be held in 2010, with the next local council elections taking place in 2012. 

Federal elections are held on a Saturday and could happen any time through the year. 
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Before you can vote you have to put your name on a special list. What is this list called? 

a)
The ‘I want to vote’ list

b)
The electoral roll

c)
The politician’s poll

~~~~~~

b)
The electoral roll
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Who were the Suffragettes? 

a) 
An organisation which fought to ensure that the vote should be extended to those under 18 years old

b) 
Women who campaigned for the right to vote in the early 20th century

c) 
An organisation which fought for the vote for poor people the 16th century
~~~~~

b) 
Women who campaigned for the right to vote in the early 20th century. 

Women were not allowed to vote in Victoria until 1908.
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How old do you need to be to enrol to vote.

a) 21
b) 18
c) 17

~~~~~~
c)  17

You can provisionally enrol to vote when you are 17 but you can’t actually vote in an election until you turn 18. It’s a bit like being on your P plates.
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Name the three levels of government in Australia.

a) 
Local, state and federal
b) 
House of Representatives and the Senate
c) 
Lower, middle and upper

~~~~~~
a) 
Local, state and federal
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Which level of government looks after primary and secondary education?

a) 
Federal
b) 
State
c) 
Local

~~~~~~
b)  State
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How many MPs are there in the Victorian State Parliament?

a) 
128
b) 
1,987
c) 
24
~~~~~~
a)  128

This is made up of 88 MPs (Members of Parliament) who sit in the Legeslative Assembly and 40 MLCs (Members of the Legislative Council) who sit in the Legislative Council.
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How do you enrol to vote?

a) 
You automatically go on the roll when you turn 18
b) 
You fill out an enrolment form and send it to the Victorian Electoral Commission
c) 
Your parents enrol you
~~~~~~
b) 
You fill out an enrolment form and send it to the Victorian Electoral Commission
You can download an enrolment form from 
www.vec.vic.gov.au, pick one up from any Post Office or Coles Supermarket or call 13 18 32 to have one 
sent to you.
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When do you need to update your enrolment?

a) 
Never, you only need to fill in the 
form once
b) 
When you get a new pet
c) 
When you move house or change 
your name

~~~~~~
c) 
When you move house or change your name
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How many local councils are there in Victoria?

a) 
207
b) 
79
c) 
15

~~~~~~
b)  79
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How many councillors are there in your local council?

a) 
7
b) 
1
c) 
Depends on the size of your council

~~~~~~
c) 
Depends on the size of your council
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How do you start a political party?

a) 
You set up a myspace page and invite all your friends
b) 
You register with the Australian Electoral Commission
c) 
You write to the Premier of Victoria
~~~~~~
b) 
You register with the Australian Electoral Commission

The Australian Electoral Commission maintains a register of political parties. To start a new party you need to pay a fee of $500 to the AEC and have 500 members who are enrolled to vote.

	[image: image15.jpg]3

Electoral snakes and ladders




How do you mark a ballot paper in Australia?

a) 
With ticks
b) 
With crosses
c) 
With numbers

~~~~~~
c) 
With numbers
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True or false. If you don’t have a permanent address you are not allowed to vote.

~~~~~~
False
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True or False. In Victorian State elections people with a vision impairment can vote electronically.

~~~~~~
True



	[image: image19.jpg]3

Electoral snakes and ladders




What does MLC stand for?

a) 
Member of the Legislative Council
b) 
Many Little Councils
c) 
Member of the Local Council

~~~~~~
a) 
Member of the Legislative Council
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Name the two houses in the Victorian Parliament.

a) 
The Senate and the House of Representatives
b) 
The House of Commons and the Lords
c) 
The Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council
~~~~~~
c) 
The Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council
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What qualifications do you need to become a politician?

a) 
A law degree
b) 
A Masters in Business
c) 
Anyone can become a politician

~~~~~~
c) 
Anyone can become a politician

Pretty much anyone who can vote can run in an election. Our political representatives come from a range of backgrounds, such as school teachers, factory workers, supermarket cashiers, as well as doctors, lawyers and business people. 
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What is the secret ballot?

a) 
A secret society for politicians
b) 
The way we cast a vote in elections today
c) 
An election where you don’t know who the candidates are
~~~~~~
b) 
The way we cast a vote in elections today
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What voting system is used to elect the Legislative Assembly (or lower house) in the Victorian Parliament?

a) 
Preferential
b) 
Proportional Representation
c) 
First past the post
~~~~~~
a)  Preferential

This system is also used to elect the Federal House of Representatives (also know as the lower house).
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What is the ‘writ’ in relation to elections?

a)  
An official announcement to say an election will be held
b) 
Instructions on how to draw up ballot papers
c) 
Information on how to fill in a ballot paper
~~~~~~
a)  
An official announcement to say an election will be held

The Victorian Governor issues the writ before a State election. For Federal Elections the Governor General issues the writ. 

Enrolment closes soon after the writ is issued so best to keep your enrolment up-to-date!
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How would you contact your local MP or councillor if you have an issue you’d like to talk about?

a) 
Use the special MPs messaging service
b) 
Ring their office to make an appointment
c) 
Place a message in a bottle and throw it in the Yarra
~~~~~~
b) 
Ring their office to make an appointment
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Who counts the ballot papers to work out who wins an election?
a) 
The candidates running in the election
b) 
Volunteer voters
c) 
Specially trained staff from the Victorian or Australian Electoral Commission

~~~~~~
c) 
Specially trained staff from the Victorian or Australian Electoral Commission
The Victorian Electoral Commission runs local and 
State elections. The Australian Electoral Commission 
runs Federal elections. These organisations are independent of political parties and ensure that elections are free and fair. 

	[image: image27.jpg]3

Electoral snakes and ladders




When did women gain the right to vote in Victoria?

a) 
1975
b) 
1908
c) 
1832

~~~~~~
b)  1908

Victorian women were among the first in the world to gain the right to vote.
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Who is the Premier of Victoria?

a) 
Steve Bracks
b) 
Kevin Rudd
c) 
John Brumby

~~~~~~
c) 
John Brumby
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How many ballot papers do I need to fill out if I vote in a State election?

a) 
5
b) 
1
c) 
2

~~~~~~
c)  2


	
	[image: image30.jpg]3

Electoral snakes and ladders




What colour are the seats in the Legislative Assembly?

a) 
Red
b) 
Purple
c) 
Green

~~~~~~
a)  Green
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What colour are the seats in the Legislative Council?

a) 
Green
b) 
Red
c)  
Orange

~~~~~~
b)  Red
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True or false? The voting age in Victoria used to be 21.

~~~~~~
True

It was changed from 21 to 18 in 1973. When the first Victorian Parliament was established in 1865 only men aged 21 and over who owned property could vote. 
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What is the leader of Victoria called?

a) 
The Prime Minster
b) 
The Mayor
c) 
The Premier

~~~~~~
c) 
The Premier
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What happens if you don’t vote in an election?

a) 
You get a letter asking you why 
you didn’t vote

b) 
You get a fine if you don’t have a 
proper excuse
c) 
All of the above
~~~~~~
c) 
All of the above
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Who is eligible to vote?

a) 
Australian citizens over the age of 18
b) 
Any one living in Australia
c) 
Only people who own a house

~~~~~~
a)  Australian citizens over the age 
of 18
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Approximately how many voting centres are used in a Victorian State election?

a) 
1,700
b) 
20,000
c) 
72

~~~~~~
a)  1,700
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Where was the first place in the world to introduce the sectret ballot?

a) 
Victoria
b) 
Ancient Greece
c) 
South Australia
~~~~~~
a)  Victoria

The secret ballot was introduced in Victoria in 1856. Before that anyone could could see how you voted. Under open voting the voter wrote on a piece of paper the name of the candidate he prefered and his own name!
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What does PR stand for in relation to counting votes?

a) 
Public Relations
b) 
Proportional Representation
c) 
Perfect Representatives

~~~~~~
b)  Proporational Representation

PR is used to elect Federal Senators, members of Victoria’s upper house and some local councils.
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What does absent voting mean?

a) 
Handing in a blank ballot paper
b)
Voting in your dreams
c) 
Voting outside your own electorate

~~~~~~
c) 
Voting outside your own electorate
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What is an electoral district?

a) 
The geographic area represented by a Member of Parliament
b) 
The office where you count the votes
c) 
A way of counting votes
~~~~~~
a) 
The geographic area represented by a Member of Parliament

In the Victorian Parliament MPs in the lower hosue are elected by district and MPs in the upper house are elected by region. 




