
Document analysis: “Heed their rising voices”                      

The analyzed document is an article posted on “The New York Times” on March 19, 
1960. It represents an appeal to the entire American nation in order to be able to help 
the Commitee which defends Martin Luther King and supports the struggle for 
freedom in the South. 
The readers are asked to mail a
coupon due to which they can
enclose their contribution for
the work and the efforts of this
Committee. It seems to count
mainly leaders and members of
the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference that was
founded by King himself in
1957 with the aim of stopping
the Segregation and that is still
active nowadays with the aim
of  trascending national
boundaries in the human rights
international movement.
Indeed, on the newspaper are
reported some of their names,
precisely twenty of them, which
should appear to the readers as a
guarantee or at least as a proof
of the importance, seriosity and
urgency of this appeal. 
This article starts with the
quotation of the U.S.
Constitution  and of the Bill of Rights, just to show the reader that the right to live in 
dignity and equality, required by the students  who are fighting this peaceful 
demonstration, is in fact guaranteed by the law, thus suggesting the  understandable 
and right claim of the Southern Negro students. Indeed, in the second paragraph, are 
listed some recent and famous events like the Orangeburg and Mongomery ones, 
which show the racist and unfair behaviour of the Southern violators and which also 
highlight the courage and the great spirit of these students that are stepping as 
protagonists of democracy.
Afterwards, on one hand, the article introduces the figure of Martin Luther King, who



is presented the best way: he is said to be the man who inspired the non-violent fight 
for freedom, the man who symbolizes the spirit of the rising people, the one who, due
to his active partecipation to the right-to-vote movement, could be even considered a 
hero, in that he is seen this way by the Afro-American people. 
On the other hand, the Southern violators are clearly painted as the antagonists of this
hero, who want to destroy him, his family, his house and his free spirit by using 
intimidation and violence. Therefore, since the aim of the violators is to demoralize 
all the Negro American leaders, who could eventually rise, and to weaken the will of 
struggle of the population itself by killing the soul of this movement, that is 
M.L.King, the main target the entire nation should be inspierd by must be the defence
of this leader and the moral and, of course, material support to him. This is why in the
name of the American reputation before a watchful world and in name of the heritage 
of the history of rights, the readers are stimulated to demonstrate their solidarity to 
those who are taking risks and facing jail, not only by applauding to their rising 
voices but also by adding their own. 
This document is particularly interesting because it is promoted by an entire  
Committee of countless people supporting the civil rights movement and the article is
clearly written with passion and with a lot of  emphasis in order to be able to 
convince the audience of the New York Times to take part to this fair struggle and to 
support immediatly those Americans who are said to be deprived of their freedom and
their dignity as human beings. This is why this article results in an authentic manifest 
of the involvement of the most American nation into these protests and of the 
different ways the leaders of the S.C.L.C.  tried to promote the increasing moral and 
material support to these movements. 
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