
Students organized a Strike 

Successful strike organized by pupils in Slavonski Brod, Karlovac and Pula in 2013 

 

The word strike is very present nowadays, and as it affects the usual life circumstances of 

our students, we have decided to explain more closely what it means to strike. We also 

learned that the longest strike in history is related to education, and we found that Croatian 

students staged a strike. 

 

According to enciklopedija.hr, a strike is a conflict between employees and employers in 

which employees by designed, organized and collective termination of work strive to extort 

concessions from the employer and force him to accept their demands. 

 

The most common causes of strikes are dissatisfaction with wages or working conditions, 

and the dismissal of workers. 

The refusal to work was recorded in ancient Egypt and Rome, but the biggest number of 

strikes took place at the end of the 19th century and in the first half of the 20th century. At 

that time, workers ' associations and trade unions, who helped workers to fight for their 

rights, grew stronger. In the 19th century, in the era of accelerated industrialization, workers 

worked for 12 to 18 hours, and even children were forced to work in inhumane working 

conditions. At that time, the strikers ' movements have hit the United States the hardest. 

The strikes even evolved into major street riots in some cases. 

The Labor Day which we celebrate on 1st May is the memorial to one such big strike that 

grew into a riot. This strike turned into a protest in which about 40,000 people in Chicago 

demanded three 8s, i.e. they demanded 8 hours of work, 8 hours of rest and 8 hours for 

culture and education. In that protest, the police killed 6 and wounded 50 workers. 5 were 

sentenced to death, and 3 to long-term imprisonment. 

 

The strike of the students of the Medical School in Pula 

 

According to the H-Alter web portal, the first general strike in Croatia was held in Osijek 

1905. In April, it was initiated by the workers at the Kaiser and the Povischil factory, and in 

May it was accepted by the workers of almost all factories in Osijek, and about 2500 to 3000 

people marched through the center of Osijek. 

What we learned from the media is the fact that a strike doesn't have to be organized only 

by employees. The Croatian daily paper Jutarnji list wrote in 2013 about a strike organized 

by the students of the Osijek Medical school.  They had decided not to attend classes after 

numerous unsuccessful warnings on the inappropriate conditions in which practices and 



lectures were held. The students’ strike was finished after 5 days, and their demands were 

fulfilled and the organization of practice and lectured was improved. This wasn't the only 

student strike of medical schools that year. The same year the student strike in Pula and 

Karlovac was held, and they all ended up favorably for the pupils. The changes that the 

students  seeked for happened at last. 

 

The longest strike in history lasted 25 years 

 

On Wikipedia, we found that the longest strike in the world also had to do with education. 

That strike lasted 1914 – 1939  in Burston, Norfolk County, England. It started as a support to 

teachers Tom and  Annie Higdon who were fired because they were warning about 

inappropriate conditions at school. The dismissed teachers were supported by pupils and 

parents. A new school was established and it was led by the dismissed teachers.  The school 

lectures initially took place at the town’s green market, and then thanks to the local 

donations, a new school was built.  The school worked until Tom's death, and after that, it 

stopped working and became a museum dedicated to the longest strike in the world.  After 

Tom died, all the students started attending the municipal school again. /Leona Peklić, 8. a; 
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