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Schedule for the Day

Morning Session   9:00 – 12:00 

• All about CLIL 1 (Theory and Examples)

Coffee Break

• All about CLIL 2 (Theory and Examples)

Lunch Break 12:00 – 14:00

Afternoon Session 14:00 – 16:00

Practical Group Work



Overview

• Definition of CLIL

• What CLIL can offer

• 4Cs Framework

• What challenges do CLIL teachers face?

• Planning

• Support

• Assessing CLIL

• Summary



Definition of CLIL (British Council)

Content and Language Integrated Learning (1990s)

• An approach to teaching curricular subjects through a 
second / non-native language

• The topic dictates the language items to be taught.

• It has dual-focused aims: learning of content and the 
simultaneous learning of a foreign language.

• Learners acquire everyday English for real-life 
situations.

• CLIL views language as a “vehicle”, a core skill, a tool to 
do something else.





What CLIL can offer

What CLIL can offer to youngsters of any age, is a natural situation for 

language development which builds on other forms of learning. This 

natural use of language can boost a youngster’s motivation and hunger 

towards learning languages. It is this naturalness which appears to be 

one of the major platforms for CLIL’s importance and success in 

relation to both language and other subject learning.

David Marsh: “Using languages to learn and learning to use languages”









4Cs Framework: Culture

Intercultural and international awareness:

• knowledge and understanding of cultures 
beyond the classroom

• projects and exchanges with schools from 
other countries

• a classroom culture of co-operative learning 
and respect for others



What Challenges do CLIL teachers face?

• content knowledge

• language level – their own and their learner’s

• classroom communication

• teaching difficult subject concepts

• planning and preparation



Qualities of a Good CLIL Teacher

Flexibility, above all
Willingness…
• to adjust your subject material and methods to a 

different form of teaching
• to experiment (this is new to everyone)
• to be a team worker, to be open to learning from 

others, including the students; i.e., to develop a team 
culture

• to communicate with the other teachers and solve 
problems together

• to celebrate small victories
• to have fun, go on field trips, be creative…and pass on 

that enthusiasm to your students



Planning for Content

• Plan less per lesson when CLIL is new.

• Feel comfortable with the content yourself.

• Find and adapt authentic resources.

• Use multi-modal input – working with the 
same information in different ways.

• Build on what learners know. Link to other 
subjects.



• Know what vocabulary and grammar is 
needed for the content you’re teaching.

• Understand your learners’ language needs.

• Plan hands-on and problem-based activities 
that involve communication.

Planning for language and 
communication



SUPPORT is needed to:

• understand new content and language

• process new content and language

• communicate new content and language

What learning support is useful for 
learners in CLIL lessons?



















Writing language frame



Speaking language frame



Assessing CLIL



How can teachers assess CLIL learners?
• Build in regular formative assessment.

• Use different strategies.

• Give constructive feedback on both content 
and language.

• Help learners to assess themselves and each 
other (peer assessment).

• Design learner-friendly CLIL tests.



CLIL assessment: constructive 
feedback on content and language
• It was a good idea to include a map of Taiwan.  It’s useful 

to label more features.
• You identified the changes shown in the graph correctly.  

Next time use numbers from the graph to justify your 
statements.

• Your explanation of why new industries developed in 
Taiwan is written in excellent English.  The details will be 
helpful for other students.

adapted from Sibley S2003



To summarize about learning with CLIL…

• Content and language are learned at the same time
• The content guides the language used (vocabulary and 

grammar)
• Support should be provided by English teachers
• Learner-centered activities boost motivation
• Excellent for intercultural and international awareness
• Furthers personal and classroom communication 

(learning in groups)
• The teachers themselves work in teams
• Planning and assessment are essential
• Activities should lead to a final product



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Czdg8-
6mJA

Source: Cambridge University Press ELT

An Interview with David Marsh

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Czdg8-6mJA

