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Since when ? 

• Compulsory since the 
Ferry laws (1881-1882)

• Home-school is possible



What age ?

oSchool education : 
compulsory for 
children aged 3-16

o Jean-Michel Blanquer: 
Minister of Education



What relationship between State and schools?

The French constitution : it is the duty of the State to « provide free, compulsory, 
secular education at all levels »

State schools

oIs neutral

oFree

oSecular

oForbidden to show political and 

religious ideas.

Private schools

oNot free

oNot secular



What topic ? 

From 3 to 16, student must 
acquire the Common Core
of Knowledge and skills.



Special needs



Priority education

±20%  of pupils from 6 
to 16 (in 2018)

Percentage of pupils from lower secondary schools

targeted by priority education (in 2017) 



Non-French Speaking Students



Disabled pupils

• ±400 000 pupils in 

2017-18

• 80%  regular

schools



French higher education system



How much ?

Average

government

spending per 

pupils (from 3 

to doctorate)



Total expenditure on educational institutions as a 
percentage of GDP    (2015)



Inequalities ?



Thank you for listening !

Our sources: 

*http://cache.media.eduscol.education.fr/file/dossiers/07/3/2013_School_Education_in_France_244073.pdf

*http://www.education.gouv.fr/cid57102/l-etat-de-l-ecole-2018.-couts-activites-resultats.html

*https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/disability-a-priority-for-the-five-year-term

*https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/education-at-a-glance_19991487

*https://www.france24.com/en/20161207-french-students-most-affected-socioeconomic-disadvantages-

oecd-pisa-study

*https://www.euroguidance-france.org/coming-venir-france/coming-to-france/higher-education-in-france/


