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Founding Member States 
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The UN in 1945: founding members in light blue, protectorates and territories 
of the founding members in dark blue 



 
Founding Member States 

 

• The United Nations was established by the Charter of the 
United Nations and Statute of the International Court of 
Justice. 

 

• The Charter was signed on 26 June 1945 by the 
representatives of 50 countries; Poland signed on 15 October 
1945. There were 51 Founding Members in 1945 
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http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/statute
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/statute


Member States 

4 



5 



Organi delle Nazioni Unite 

Gli organi principali dell’ONU sono:  

  - l’Assemblea generale; 

- il Consiglio di sicurezza; 

- il Segretariato; 

- il Consiglio economico e sociale;   

- la Corte internazionale di giustizia.  

 

La sede di tutti gli organi è New York, fatta eccezione per la Corte 
Internazionale, che si trova a L’Aia, nei Paesi Bassi. 
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General Assembly 
https://www.un.org/en/ 

• All 193 Member States of the Organization are represented in 
the General Assembly - one of the six main organs of the UN - 
to discuss and work together on a wide array of international 
issues covered by the Charter of the United Nations, such as 
development, peace and security, international law, etc. 

• Every year in September,  

     all the Members meet in  

     this unique forum at  

     Headquarters in New  

     York for the General  

     Assembly session. 
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https://www.un.org/en/
https://www.un.org/en/member-states/index.html
https://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/main-organs/
https://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/


General Assembly 
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Sitting arrangements in the General Assembly Hall change for each session. 
During the 74th Session (2019-2020), Ghana occupies the first seat in the Hall, 

including in the Main Committees (followed by all the other countries, in English 
alphabetical order) 



Assemblea Generale 

L’Assemblea generale è composta dai rappresentanti di tutti gli 
Stati membri dell’Organizzazione, che agiscono seguendo le 
istruzioni dei loro Governi nazionali. Ha una competenza generale 
in tutti i campi di attività dell’ONU. Normalmente le discussioni in 
seno all’Assemblea si traducono in raccomandazioni rivolte agli 
Stati membri e adottate con un sistema in base al quale il voto di 
ogni Paese ha il medesimo peso. Tali atti non sono 
giuridicamente vincolanti, ma hanno una rilevante forza di 
persuasione in quanto forniscono un’indicazione precisa 
dell’opinione mondiale sulle questioni portate all’attenzione. 
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Secretariat 
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Secretariat 
 

• The Secretariat, one of the main organs of the UN, is 
organized along departmental lines, with each department or 
office having a distinct area of action and responsibility. 
Offices and departments coordinate with each other to ensure 
cohesion as they carry out the day to day work of the 
Organization in offices and duty stations around the world.  At 
the head of the United Nations Secretariat is the Secretary-
General. 

     Secretary-General 

• The Secretary-General (Mr. Antonio Guterres)is the chief 
administrative officer and head of the Secretariat. He is 
elected by the General Assembly. 
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https://www.un.org/sg/en
https://www.un.org/sg/en
https://www.un.org/sg/en
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/role-secretary-general
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/role-secretary-general
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/role-secretary-general


Secretary General (2020) 
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Security Council 
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Security Council 

                                        Peace and Security 

• The Security Council has primary responsibility for the 
maintenance of international peace and security. It has 15 
Members, and each Member has one vote. Under the Charter 
of the United Nations, all Member States are obligated to 
comply with Council decisions. 

• The Security Council takes the lead in determining the 
existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression. It calls 
upon the parties to a dispute to settle it by peaceful means 
and recommends methods of adjustment or terms of 
settlement. In some cases, the Security Council can resort to 
imposing sanctions or even authorize the use of force to 
maintain or restore international peace and security. 
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The International Court of Justice 

  



The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is  
the principal judicial organ of the United 
Nations (UN).  
 
It was established in June 1945 by the 
Charter of the United Nations and began 
work in April 1946. 



The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in 
The Hague (Netherlands). Of the six principal 
organs of the United Nations, it is the only one 
not located in New York (United States of 
America). 



The Court’s role is to settle, in accordance 
with international law, legal disputes 
submitted to it by States and to give advisory 
opinions on legal questions referred to it by 
authorized United Nations organs and 
specialized agencies. 



The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are 
elected for terms of office of nine years by the 
United Nations General Assembly and the 
Security Council. Its official languages are English 
and French. 
 



The International  
Court of Justice 

• The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ 
of the United Nations (UN). It was established in June 1945 by the 
Charter of the United Nations and began work in April 1946. 

• The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in The Hague 
(Netherlands). Of the six principal organs of the United Nations, it is 
the only one not located in New York (United States of America). 

• The Court’s role is to settle, in accordance with international law, 
legal disputes submitted to it by States and to give advisory opinions 
on legal questions referred to it by authorized United Nations organs 
and specialized agencies. 

• The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of 
office of nine years by the United Nations General Assembly and the 
Security Council. Its official languages are English and French. 
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ECOSOC 
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ECOSOC 

• The Economic and Social Council is at the heart of the United 
Nations system to advance the three dimensions of 
sustainable development – economic, social and 
environmental. It is the central platform for fostering debate 
and innovative thinking, forging consensus on ways forward, 
and coordinating efforts to achieve internationally agreed 
goals. 

•  The UN Charter established ECOSOC in 1945 as one of the six 
main organs of the United Nations 
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