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Water Usage Across England

~ Every UK citizen uses approximately 150 litres of water a day.

— The average UK water bill is £32.75 per month

— The UK has less available water per person than any other European country.

— Considering this fact, we should try to be more water efficient in the UK in
general, never mind for a short period of time

~ Our action aims to make a difference in relation to this issue in the Penair
community.
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Home Changes

~ For our home change, we are aiming to reduce our water consumption by
taking shorter (power) showers.

— We took a survey of water bills so we could see how much of a difference we'd
made after the change.

~ We then took an online survey to see how the changes we made would affect
our water bills over the whole year.

http://www.southwestwater.co.uk/index.cfm?articleid=7314

Spreadsheet Of Water Bills
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Before The Change

~ The average water bill for 18 people at Penair was £70.83, more than double
the UK average

— These results had a range of £109.67, showing that people used widely varying
amounts of water in their homes

— Two results were £0 because they got water from other sources than mains
supply so we didn’t include these as they don’t fit the general usage of water in
homes at Penair or in the UK

— One household got their water from a well and one from a river.
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After The Change

~ The average change in monthly water bills was estimated at £1.60833 after
people took shorter showers for a period of two weeks.

— This showed us that showers don't use as much water as many other home
appliances and that trying to make them shorter doesn’t have much of an effect
on water consumption of households.

~ This figure may also be misrepresentative as people might not have made too
much of a concerted effort to have shorter showers so if they had tried harder,
more of a difference would have been made.
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Evaluating the Change

~ We realised the difference may have been coincidental so, in future, we would take
peoples average water bills over a longer period of time and made them take
shorter showers for longer.

— We could have set a time that people aimed to shower for so people would have a
more consistent drop in water consumption and may have a goal to aim for rather
than a vague objective.

~ We could have used a whole year group instead of one tutor group to get more
representative results.

~ Overall, if everyone made an effort to take shorter showers, the combined effort
would be likely to make a noticeable difference and could have very positive effects
for water consumption across our Truro, our county, or even our country.





