


Structure of the National Education 
System 



Pre-primary education 
0 to to 6 years. Not compulsory. 
The second cycle (3-6) is free in all publicly-funded schools. 
 
Basic education is compulsory and free in publicly-funded schools. It 
lasts ten years and it is divided into two stages:  
 
•  Primary education, provided in primary schools. It covers six academic 

years, usually studied between the ages of 6 and 12 
•  Compulsory secondary education, studied in secondary schools, between 

the ages of 12 and 16. (ESO) 
•  At the end of this stage, students receive the first official certificate, the 

Lower Compulsory Secondary Education Certificate (GRADUADO EN 
ESO), which allows them to have access to upper secondary education. 



}  Upper secondary education is also provided in secondary schools. It lasts 
two academic years, usually studied between the ages of 16 and 18.  

}  It offers two possibilities: 
◦  Bachillerato (general branch)  
◦  Intermediate vocational training (professional branch) (GRADOS MEDIOS). The 

latter is also provided in vocational training integrated institutions and in national 
reference institutions 

}  The reforms of vocational training provision include: 
◦  Creation of basic vocational training cycles (FPB): they can be taken by 

students aged 15-17, than don´t have the GRADUADO EN ESO (Secondary 
Education Certificate) 

◦  Development by the education authorities of dual vocational training (FP DUAL) 
in the education system. 

Higher education comprises University and professional studies.  
 
 



}  Language education, provided at official language schools.  
◦  From 16 years old or 14 if they study a different language from the one studied in 

Secondary Education. 

}  Artistic education, including elementary Music and Dance 
education, professional artistic education and advanced artistic 
education. These studies are provided in different specific schools, 
according to every kind and level of education 

}  Sports education, organised in intermediate and advanced 
training cycles and provided in the same institutions as those 
providing vocational training. 



Organization of the School Year 
 
DURATION:  
From 1st September to 31st August for teachers. 
From the first fortnight of September until the third week of June for students.  
30 hours per week in Secondary Schools (6 hours a day) and 25 in Primary Schools (5 hours a day) 
 
The year is divided in three “EVALUATION PERIODS”. 
Students get their marks after each evaluation period: 
    First term, from September to December 
    Second term, from December-January to March-April 
    Third and final term from March-April to June. 
 
HOLIDAYS:  
CHRISTMAS (from the 22nd  of December until the 8th of January)  
EASTER:  1 week.  
CARNIVAL: 2 days to one week (depending on the school).   
SUMMER HOLIDAYS: from the third week of June until first (Primary School) or second week of 
September (Secondary School).   







Thank you 


