MY TRIP TO SCOTLAND
By Ismini Lagoutari
     From 3 to June 9, 2018, I had the opportunity to spend a whole week in Perth, Scotland as part of the EUREKA! Project. Joanna Zedrou, Christina Kefou, Iliana Kyzaki and George Felekis were with me, as well as the accompanying teachers. There I met many children from France, Romania, Italy and of course Scotland ...

   We, the four girls, were hosted by a very good and polite family. This family consisted of five people. Dad, who was in Dubai those days, Mum, Mrs Flo Earl - who was a teacher in our partner school - and finally three wonderful girls: Indigo - 11 years old, Massy - 13 years old and Claudia - 15 years old. Also, the family had a huge home and many pets! Mrs Flo was very sweet and welcoming to us and she treated us as if we were her own children. The girls talked to us, they played with us and they were very good to us!!!
    On the first day, we set off from Thessaloniki to Zurich. In Zurich, we met at a restaurant a very sweet girl who was ... Greek !!! At Zurich Airport we sat for six hours. When we landed from Zurich Airport at Edinburgh it was great!!! At Edinburgh Airport, we were welcomed by  a very sweet teacher, Mrs Carol, who drove us from the airport to the school in Perth. There Mrs Flo was waiting for us and she took us home. We spent the evening smoothly.
    On the second day, we were guided round the school by Mrs Carol. Right after that, we had a walking tour of Perth. I was really enchanted by all these stories our guide told us ... Then we went to a whiskey museum, LINDORES ABBEY. There a nice lady showed us aroundthe whole place. Then, we went back to school where we played a traditional game called rounders and we had a barbeque.
    On the third day, the exhibition of our Inventions was held at the George Hotel. All the people who participated in this program set up their stalls. It was something unprecedented for us as we had not done anything like that before.
     On the fourth day, we visited Lake Loch Ness. There, after seeing a short film, we went to the castle and in the end we had a picnic on the pebbled beach by the lake. It was great!!!!!! We were all excited about what we could see!
     On Thursday, we visited Edinburgh Castle. There we had the opportunity to admire the magnificent view from the castle, to have a tour of the place and finally to hear the gun firing from the main cannon. Then we had plenty of time to go for a walk in the city of Edinburgh ... After shopping, we went by tram to the Maryfield stadium. Then we met the children from the other countries at the train station and so we returned to Perth ... It was a very adventurous day!!!
   On the sixth day, we presented our inventions in the school assembly and then we were driven to the place where rafting would take place. Well, to tell the truth, I was afraid a little in the beginning but then I relaxed and loved it!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!! The trainer who was with us was very nice and helped us a lot. While we were rafting, we saw J.K. Rowling’s house – the writer of Harry Potter books! We had a wonderful time!!!! As soon as we finished, we returned to the school where a musical instrument competition was held and Massy was taking part in it! All contestants were great! When the contest was over, we and our family, and George with his, went to a restaurant to have dinner ... When we returned home, we packed our suitcases and we stayed up late...
    On the last day, we said goodbye to the family, Mrs Flo, Mrs Carol and all the friends we had made and we left for the airport. There, as the plane took off, we said our last goodbye to Scotland ... And we came to Cologne! There we waited about four to five hours and because the plane was delayed we waited for another hour ... But we had a lot of walks in the airport! We also met many Greeks! One of them was the flight attendant who served us! Finally, the flight was great and we all applauded the pilot as soon as we landed! After we left the plane, we took our too much luggage and we were the last to go out! Our families were very happy when they saw us and they gave us big hugs!

     I had a wonderful time on this trip, and of course I would like to do it again… Thank you very much for giving me this opportunity.
