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1. Geographic area
In the past, the production of the rabel was done in all Spain.

Nowadays, it is preserved in the Cantabrian mountain range: Cantabria, 
Palencia, Asturias and León.

https://es.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archivo:Cel%C3%B3n,_Asturias.jpg


2. Craft characteristics
Title: Rabel

Categoría: Musical instruments

Country: Spain

Provided by: UMA

Source: Internet

https://www.flickr.com/photos/54865571@N08/5078273612/


3. The technique
In its handmade construction, a piece of hollowed wood is used in a 
personalized way to take different forms. There is no single pattern. 
Usually, it is made with more than one piece of wood.



4. Used materials
❏ The main material used to do it is wood. Depending on the area, other 

materials are used for the roofs, such as skins, the can or the wood itself.
❏ For rabel strings, animal guts were used although today they are more 

often made of metal strings since they provide better sound and easier 
tuning. 

❏ For the bow a rod that can be folded is required, and for the ropes, horse 
hair is used. Currently, the mane can be replaced by a very thin nylon 
that, once curved, produces good friction.



5. History
➢ The first documentations of some simile with the rabel date from the beginning of 

the 10th century, in Asia. In Spain, and quite regularly, we begin to find some 
illustrations, prints and writings in which the rabel appears from the Middle Ages 
(12th and 13th centuries)

➢ The rabel had its evolution in two different aspects:
○ One, the noble side, for the use of the troubadours (12th century), which 

belonged to the highest nobility.They composed and interpreted different 
poems and romances that usually dealt with love or war issues.

○ The second slope, the popular one, through the minstrels. They were 
globetrotters who toured the different towns and villages and who made a 
living entertaining the people of the town in exchange for money or food.



6. Youtube 
https://youtu.be/NiMkA0V_0mk A man builds a label in a TV show.

https://youtu.be/IaiioTXLwuo In this video a man plays a song in the label.

https://youtu.be/NiMkA0V_0mk
https://youtu.be/IaiioTXLwuo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IaiioTXLwuo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiMkA0V_0mk


7. Gallery


