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Egyptians have pyramids, Romans have the Colosseum, and 
the British have Stonehenge. So, what are the oldest 

monuments in Poland?  

 beginnings of Poland – 10th century AD;  
 

 union of two neighbouring tribes – the 
Wislanie (Vistulans) near Cracow, and 
the Polanie, near Poznan; 
 

 Cracow and Poznan – remains of the 
oldest Polish buildings;  



Romanesque architecture 

• the10/11th century; 
• very thick walls and round 

arches;  
• mainly castles and churches 

or cathedrals;  



Traits: 

Thick walls 

Round arches 

Large towers 

Sturdy piers 

Groin vaults 
The Collegiate church of St. Mary and St. Alexius in Tum 



Landmarks: 

Saint Nicholas rotunda church, 
Cieszyn 

Wawel Royal Castle, Cracow 

Tower at the Lublin Castle, Lublin 

Collegiate church, Tum 

St. Peter and Paul Collegiate, 
Kruszwica 

Imperial Castle, Poznan  

https://www.google.pl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiNpLankefdAhWQ_qQKHVz2DkQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.veltra.com/en/europe/poland/krakow/a/116361&psig=AOvVaw0tJx3gNV8c4HAwk7bih8qY&ust=1538548326012731


Gothic architecture  

• started in 12th century, 
• new ideas and constructive 

elements 
• sense of verticality, especially in 

religious buildings.  
• an interpretation of the search for 

God: the taller building, the closer 
to heaven and God. 



Traits: 

Pointed arch 

Buttresses 

Gable roof 

Brick 

Cross-ribbed vault 



Landmarks  

St. Joseph’s Church, Cracow  

Old Town Hall, Torun 

St. Mary’s Church, Katowice 

Jagiellonian University,  
Cracow  

Blessed Bronislawa Chapel, 
Cracow 



Renaissance architecture 

• the late 15th century to the late 
16th century; 

• Golden Age of Polish Culture;  
• symmetry, proportion, geometry 

and the regularity of parts, as in 
the classical antiquity; 
 



Traits: 

Semicircular arches 

Hemispheral domes 

Niches 

Columns 

Pilasters 

Lintels  



Ladmarks 

The Sigismund Chapel, Cracow 

 Cloth Hall, Cracow 

Town Hall, Poznan  

„Armenian Houses”, Zamosc 

Old granary, Kazimierz Dolny 

Krasiczyn Palace 



Baroque architecture 

• the first half of the 17th century;  
• fluidity of design;  
• sense of drama and encrustation; 
• structures with flowing, curving 

shapes; 



Traits: 

Curving forms 

Massing of elements 

Distortion 

Volutes 

Interplay of light and shadow 



Ladmarks 

Saints Peter and Paul 

Church, Cracow 

Visitationist Church 

Wilanow Palace, 

Warsaw 

Rydzyna Castle 



Classicism 

• the 18th century as the result of 
French infiltrations into the 
Polish milieu; 

• centered in Warsaw under the 
reign of Stanisław August 
Poniatowski; 



Traits: 

Grandeur of scale 

Blank walls 

Many columns 

Clean lines 

Simplicity and symmetry 



Landmarks in Warsaw 

Bank Square 

Grand Theatre 

Palace on the 
water 

St. Anna church 

Belvedere 



Modern architecture 

• at the turn of the 20th century 
• styles such as Futurism, Post-

modern and New Classical; 
• forms free of unnecessary 

details; 
• focus on simplicity; 
• honouring of the materials;  



Traits: 

Lack of the decoration 

Use of modern materials 

Use of glass and natural light  

Interaction with interior and 

exterior spaces 



Ladmarks 

POLIN Museum of the 
history of Polish Jews, 
Warsaw 

University of Warsaw     
Library, Warsaw 

Cosmopolitan, Warsaw 

Cultural and Congress 
Centre, Torun 
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