Ana de Mendoza
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Ana de Mendoza was born on June 29, 1540 in Cifuentes, Guadalajara in Spain. She was a daughter of Diego Hurtado de Mendoza and his wife Catherine de Silva. Ana grew up with much pride in her roots. She came from the House of Mendoza which was a very powerful family in 16th century Spain. 

But her childhood wasn't perfect. 
She was already described as intelligent, passionate, and rebellious in her youth. 
Ana was a religious person too, but she practiced this in her own way as well. 

Ana de Mendoza probably lost her eye around the age of 14. This was the first time when she appeared in a portrait with an eyepatch.
 It is uncertain what exactly happened to her, but most researchers suppose that she could have lost her eye in a fencing accident.

Her intriguing life still fascinates many people, especially because Ana de Mendoza was much more than a beautiful woman. She wasn't afraid to live her life, no matter what the costs.

Ana de Mendoza married Rui Gomez da Silva at age 13. The wedding took place on the recommendation of the crown prince and future king, Philip II of Spain. 
With time, Ana’s husband became a prominent person on the court as a chief councilor- Rui Gomez was a good servant of the king. 
Ana became well-established in the court as well and was the friend of Queen Elizabeth de Valois. 
Ana and Rui had nine children: six sons and three daughters. Ana was a mother who took good care of her children. 
King Philip granted Rui with the title Duke of Pastrana and Grendee of Spain in 1572. At the same time, Ana became the Princess of Eboli and the Duchess of Pastrana. 
Rui died the same year, for unclear reasons. However, it has been suggested that he was ill. His death ended the good times in Ana's life.

Ana was in a grief over Rui’s death and she went to live in the convent of Pastrana monastery. 
After a few years, she left the convent and began a relationship with another powerful supporter and friend of King Phillip II – Antonio Perez. Antonio was a married man at the time, and his relationship with Ana was hidden from the King.

She was still an important person on the court and she split her life between her children and new secret lover. However, this choice led to her downfall.

Antonio is well known in history as the man who manipulated the King and his half-brother Don Juan of Austria. He was involved in a rebellion in Flanders which was the greatest scandal of their times. Some historians believe that Ana supported him in this actions while others see her as a victim. 

Nonetheless, when Philip discovered the romance between them, he had no mercy. Perez held off trial for a few years, but Ana was imprisoned in 1581. While under house arrest, Ana de Mendoza died on February 2, 1592 as a lonely and sick person.

