THE QUIRRA CASTLE AND  THE LEGEND OF VIOLANTE CARROZ
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Between existing and disappeared there are 82 castles in Sardinia, all built during the Middle Ages.

Realized mainly for strategic-military purposes, with the unification of Sardinia under the Aragonese their importance faded away and over time almost all of them went into ruin.

Quirra Castle was built by the judges of Cagliari in the middle of the thirteenth century on a rock 296 meters high. It was mainly linked to Donna Violante Carroz, called “the bloody”.
Violante Carroz lived between 1455 and 1510. Her life, spent between the Castle of San Michele in Cagliari and  the Castle of Quirra, was dotted with continuous tragic events.
At only thirteen she was married to her cousin Dalmazzo who died a few years later.
The numerous family griefs and the opposition of its own citizens contributed to making her hard and cruel.
A  legend said that one day the Duke of Mandas was struck by the extraordinary beauty of the Countess and asked her in marriage. 
The beautiful Violanta, reluctant to the wedding, consented but on the condition that the Duke went to pick her up with a chariot pulled by four white horses. 
The road to get to the castle of Quirra was very rough therefore the Countess was convinced that the Duke was unable to fulfill this request; 
but she did not deal well with a young man who was very in love and eager to complete his project. 
Therefore a few days later he arrived at the castle with the chariot and four white horses. The unbelieving Countess had to reluctantly give in and leave for the Duchy of Mandas. 
The discomfort was so great that upon reaching "Sa scala de sa Contissa"  her heart could not resist the strong disappointment and she died there in the arms of the lover.

This is only a legend, according the history around 1508, she met a man and fell madly in love with him. She tried to cancel the previous marriage, but met with the opposition of the bishop of Quirra, Giovanni Castangia. 
Enraged, the countess made him kill.
The gesture, which remained in the chronicles of the city of Cagliari, earned her the excommunication. 
Violante actually died alone  in 1511 in the convent of San Francesco in Cagliari where she had retired.
It seems that the spirit of Violante still wanders in the places of the Convent and in the castle.
