The Swedish education system in brief
1. Preschool and preschool class – for children aged 1-6
Children can attend preschool from the time he or she is 1 year old. Play is an important element of preschool. Preschool class is a separate type of school that involves a large component of creative work and play. Preschool class is free of charge. Preschool class is a compulsory type of school. All children attend comprehensive school from about the age of 7. Comprehensive school is compulsory, and compulsory schooling applies for years 1-9.  

1.1 Who attends preschool? 

Preschool is voluntary. Municipalities must offer preschool for children from the age of 1:

· When their parents are working or studying.

· When their parents are unemployed or on parental leave.

Children whose parents are unemployed or on parental leave must be offered a preschool place for at least 3 hours a day, or 15 hours a week. Some municipalities offer more.

Municipalities must also offer preschool places to:

· All children from the year they turn 3 (public preschool, 3 hours a day).

· Children in need of special support.

There are both municipal and independent preschools. Independent preschools may be run e.g. as a parental cooperative or a staff cooperative, by a foundation or a limited-liability company.

Municipalities are responsible for ensuring that there are preschools and that children are offered places in them. Independent preschools are an alternative to the municipal offering.

Municipalities approve independent preschools and are responsible for ensuring that their activities fulfil the requirements for good quality and safety. The same rules apply for independent preschools as for municipal ones.
1.1.2What laws govern preschool?
Preschool activities are governed by the Education Act and the curriculum.

The Education Act stipulates that:

· The groups of children have a suitable size and composition, and that children be offered a good environment in other respects.

· There must be preschool teachers, and there may be other staff with training or experience such that the children’s development and learning are promoted.

· Premises and equipment adequate to fulfilling the aims of preschool must be available.
1.1.3 Fees
Three hours a day of public preschool attendance is free of charge from the autumn term of the year in which your child turns 3. For further attendance, the municipality or the education provider determines the fees. The Education Act states that fees must be reasonable.

Currently all municipalities use a system with a maximum fee. This means that an upper limit (“maxtaxa”) is set for how high fees can become for different types of families.
1.2 What is preschool class?

Preschool class is a separate type of school that involves a large component of creative work and play. Preschool class is free of charge. Preschool class is a compulsory type of school.
1.2.1 What do the activities include?
Preschool class is intended as a transition between preschool and comprehensive school. As such, it must combine the working methods and pedagogy of both.

The aim of preschool is that it should stimulate each pupil’s development and learning, prepare them for continued education and promote their harmonious development. Play and creative activities are essential elements of preschool activities. Education is based on a holistic view of the pupil and the pupil’s needs.

Activities last about three hours per day. Most pupils spend the rest of the day in a recreation centre or in pedagogic care.

Municipalities are responsible for the activities, and for ensuring that pupils are offered them. Activities organised by independent schools are an alternative to the municipal offering.
1.2.2 What laws govern preschool class?
The curriculum
Preschool class activities use the same curriculum as comprehensive schools and day recreation centres. The first part of the curriculum (“The mission and value foundations of school”) applies to preschool class and recreation centres. The second part (“Overall goals and guidelines”) applies where relevant. Preschool class at a special needs school is governed by the curriculum for special needs schools.

The Education Act
The Education Act contains the fundamental regulations governing preschool class and other forms of schooling as well as recreation centres and pedagogic care.
1.3 Other pedagogic activities

 “Other pedagogic activities” is an umbrella term for four types of activities aimed at children up to the age of 12.

· Pedagogic care

· Care when preschool or day recreation centres are not offered

· Open preschool

· Open recreational activities

1.3.1 What is pedagogic care?
Pedagogic care can be activities in which children are looked after in the staff’s own home, or in different types of shared family solutions, for example. Pedagogic care can also be offered in premises set up for the purpose.

The activity aims to stimulate children’s development and learning, and is designed to prepare children for continued learning.

Differences compared with preschool or day recreation centres:

· Preschool is a form of schooling, and day recreation centres are a complement to schooling.

· Preschools and day recreation centres are governed by curricula; pedagogic care is not.

· Preschools and day recreation centres practice teaching and education; pedagogic care does not.

· Preschool and day recreation centres must have staff with higher education qualifications; there is no such requirement in pedagogic care.

Pedagogic care can be run by the municipality or by private individuals. Municipalities must strive to offer pedagogic care instead of preschool or day recreation centres if children’s guardians request it.

1.3.2 Who attends pedagogic care?
Pedagogic care can be offered instead of preschool or day recreation centres, and is aimed at the same age group (1-12 years) as preschool and day recreation centres.

1.3.3 What laws govern pedagogic care?
Pedagogic care is governed by the Swedish Education Act, with the preschool curriculum as a guiding document.

Under the Education Act, the following applies for pedagogic care

· the activity must be based on the best interests of the child,

· it must include staff with training or experience such that the child’s needs in terms of care and good pedagogic activities can be met,

· premises must be appropriate for the purpose, and

· the groups of children must have a suitable size and composition.

The provider (municipal or private provider) must systematically follow up and evaluate pedagogic care.

1.3.4 Fees 

Municipalities may charge a reasonable fee for a place in pedagogic care, and currently all municipalities use a maximum fee system for this type of pedagogic activity as well.

The maximum fee system sets an upper limit (“maxtaxa”) for how high fees can become for different families. It applies for municipal as well as privately run pedagogic care.

2. Comprehensive school and recreation centres - for children aged 7-15
Comprehensive school is compulsory for all children from the autumn of year they turn 7, and is tuition free. Comprehensive school education is nine years long, with each academic year divided into two terms: one autumn and one spring term. It is a statutory requirement that the education offered be equivalent in all parts of the country. 

2.1. Who attends comprehensive school?

Most children in Sweden begin Year 1 in the autumn term of the year they turn 7. It is also possible to have your child begin in the year they turn 6, and if there are special reasons, in the year they turn 8.

For children with intellectual disabilities, special needs comprehensive school is an alternative to comprehensive school. 

Children who are unable to attend comprehensive school or special needs comprehensive school because of a functional disability or other special reasons are received in special access schools.

2.1.2 What do the activities include?
Comprehensive schools can be municipal or independent. Most comprehensive schools in Sweden are municipal, and the most common arrangement is that pupils attend a municipal school near their home. 

Comprehensive schools may offer various specialities, such as English language classes or culture and sports classes.

Independent comprehensive schools are open to all children, and teaching at them must correspond to the teaching at municipal comprehensive schools.

Independent comprehensive schools have different principals (owners), which are not the municipality. This principal can be a company, a foundation or an association.

2.1.3 How are grades awarded?

Term grades are awarded at the end of each term in all subjects except third language choice, from Year 6. Grades in third language choice are to be awarded from the autumn term in Year 7. A final grade is awarded in Year 9, at the end of the spring term. The final grade is the basis for applications to upper secondary school. A six-point (A to F) grading scale is used. A-E are pass grades and F is a fail. 
If a pupil has been absent from school to the extent that their knowledge cannot be assessed, a dash (-) is used instead of a grade. The F grade and the dash are not used in special needs or special access comprehensive schools. 
2.1.4 Progress discussions
At least once every term, the pupil, the teacher and the pupil’s guardian meet to discuss how things are going at school and if the pupil is happy there. This is known as a progress discussion, and is intended to provide an all-round picture of the pupil’s learning and social development. 

The discussion is to cover how the school can support and stimulate the pupil’s development, and gives the pupil and guardian an opportunity to influence the pupil’s education.

For those years in which grades are not awarded, an individual development plan is to be written once per academic year. This plan is to include assessments and a forward-looking plan.

2.2 Choosing a school

All children and young people are entitled to attend a good school. They are also entitled to choose which school they want to attend, with certain limitations that you can read more about on Skolverket’s website, www.valjaskola.se, under “Regler vid skolval” (in Swedish).

The freedom to choose your school has led to schools specialising in various ways. This may be because they want to focus on things they are particularly good at, but is also of course a way of attracting pupils. Schools can differ in how well they meet the national goals. The results of national tests vary between different schools, and so do pupils’ grades. There can be several reasons for this. One factor which is often said to affect results is pupils’ backgrounds. But regardless of what pupils attend a school, it must offer good teaching and a secure environment to all of them. Schools have to help all pupils achieve as much as they can – this is a question of equality and fairness.

How do you know which schools are good? Getting an overall picture of a school requires finding out the facts and adding other information. Above all, you should ask yourself what you think is important. Skolverket’s website Välja skola can help you find various information about teachers and about pupils’ results at the schools you want to compare. It also has examples of questions you can ask the school in order to learn more.

2.2.1 Rules for choosing a comprehensive school
A pupil’s home municipality, i.e. the municipality where the pupil is registered as resident, is obliged under the Education Act to arrange education for all its residents entitled to attend comprehensive school. Pupils are entitled to choose a school anywhere in the municipality, not just in the region or city district where they live.

The municipality determines how many pupils can attend each school unit. The municipality must primarily consider guardians’ wishes when it places a pupil in a given school unit. However, guardians’ wishes regarding a child’s placement in a particular school must not compromise another child’s justified request for a place in a school close to home (the proximity principle).

Pupils, then, are entitled to be placed in a school close to their home. There may of course be several schools in the municipality which are regarded as being close to a particular home. When the number of pupils who want to attend a school is greater than the number of places that school has, the municipality has to assess on a case by case basis which pupils have the greater right to a place.

The municipality may deviate from the guardians’ wishes if the placement sought implies considerable organisational or economic difficulties for the municipality, or if it is necessary in view of other pupils’ security and of a calm study environment.

Pupils may also apply to independent schools within or outside of their home municipality. The main principle is that an independent school must be open to all pupils who are entitled to attend comprehensive school. If there are not enough places for all applicants to an independent school, the selection is to made on grounds as approved by the Swedish Schools Inspectorate.

In certain cases, pupils are entitled to a place in a municipality other than their home municipality.

You can read more about rules for choosing a school on Skolverket’s website www.skolverket.se 
2.3 What are special access schools? 

Children who are unable to attend comprehensive school or special needs comprehensive school because of a functional disability or other special reasons are to be received in special access schools, e.g. if they are deaf or have a combination of several functional disabilities. Education in special access schools is clearly adapted after individual pupils’ needs.

Special access school provides 10 years of schooling.
2.3.1 Who attends special access school? 

Children who are unable to attend comprehensive school or special needs comprehensive school because of a functional disability or other special reasons are received in special access schools.
2.3.2 How are grades awarded?
Grades are awarded from Year 7 in special access school. A six-point grading scale (A, B, C, D, E and F) is used. A-E are pass grades and F is a fail. If a pupil has been absent from school to the extent that their knowledge cannot be assessed, a dash (-) is used instead of a grade. In Year 10 pupils are awarded a term grade at the end of the autumn term and a final grade at the end of the spring term.
2.3.3 A personal development dialogue

At least once every term, the pupil, the teacher and the pupil’s guardian meet to discuss how things are going at school and if the pupil is happy there. This is known as a progress discussion, and is intended to provide an all-round picture of the pupil’s learning and social development.

The discussion is to cover how the school can support and stimulate the pupil’s development, and gives the pupil and guardian an opportunity to influence the pupil’s education.

For those years in which grades are not awarded, an individual development plan is to be written once per academic year. This plan is to include assessments and a forward-looking plan.

2.3.4 What laws govern it?

The Swedish Riksdag (parliament) and government lay down the principles and determine the economic framework in laws and ordinances. Municipalities or the principals (owners) and heads of independent schools have the main responsibility for daily activities at schools.

There are several steering documents for the management of schools, including:

The Education Act
The Education Act, which is passed by the Riksdag, contains the fundamental provisions about comprehensive school and other forms of schooling.

The Education Act applies for independent as well as municipal schools.

Ordinances
An ordinance contains regulations, and is issued by the government. There are several ordinances for comprehensive school, e.g. the Education Ordinance and the Ordinance on Children’s and Pupils’ participation in developing a plan for equal treatment to support efforts against discrimination and harassment.

Curriculum
All curricula are also ordinances. The curriculum specifies the fundamental goals and guidelines of school. It describes norms and values, learning goals, and pupils’ responsibilities and influence. These elements of the curriculum are decided by the government. The curriculum also contains the syllabi, which specify the goals of teaching in each individual subject. The syllabi have to show how a subject can contribute to pupils’ development as described in the curriculum.
2.4 Recreation centre after school – for children aged 6-13
2.4.1 What is a recreation centre? 

Recreation centres complement schools and are open all year round. Recreation centres are intended to contribute to pupils’ growth by supporting and stimulating their development and learning, as well as to allow parents to combine parenting with gainful employment.

Municipalities are obliged to offer recreation centres to school children up to the age of 13 whose parents are in employment or studying, or if the pupil needs it due to other factors in the family’s situation.

For children aged 10 to 13, the municipality can also provide open recreational activities.

Recreation centres are a pedagogic group activity for pupils from the age of 6 until the spring term of the year they turn 13. Their task is to complement school and offer pupils meaningful leisure and recreation. The recreation centre must also be organised in such a way that it allows parents to work or study.

Recreation centres complement school in two ways:

· In terms of time, by receiving pupils during the part of the day when they are not in school, and during holidays.

· In terms of content, by giving pupils partly different experiences and knowledge than what they normally get at school. Together, schools and recreation centres should contribute to pupils’ all-round development and learning.

The education should encourage and make use of pupils’ appetite to learn. It should set out from the pupils’ interests and experiences and be adapted to the reality that pupils’ aptitudes vary.

Recreation centres are open all year. Daily opening times are adapted to parents’ work or studies and to pupils’ needs.

Recreation centres are often coordinated with schools. This coordination can be of staff, premises and/or pedagogic activities. 
2.4.2 Who goes to recreation centres?

Municipalities are obliged to offer education in recreation centres to pupils from the age of 6 until the spring term of the year they turn 13, whose parents are in employment or studying, or if the pupil needs it due to other factors in the family’s situation.

Education in a recreation centre is to be offered as soon as it emerges that a pupil needs it. A place must be offered at a recreation centre by, or as close as possible to, the school unit that the pupil attends.

Pupils who need special support in their development due to physical, mental or other reasons are to be offered education in a recreation centre.

2.4.3 What laws govern recreation centres?

Recreation centres are governed by the Education Act. They are also obliged to apply parts of the curriculum for comprehensive school, preschool class and recreation centres. Recreation centres at special access schools apply the curriculum for special access schools.
2.4.4 Fees 

Municipalities are entitled to charge a reasonable fee for a place in a recreation centre. All municipalities use a maximum fee system. This means that an upper limit (“maxtaxa”) is set for how high fees can become for different types of families. 

2.5 What laws govern it?

The Swedish Riksdag (parliament) and government lay down the principles and determine the economic framework in laws and ordinances. Municipalities or the principals (owners) and heads of independent schools have the main responsibility for daily activities at schools.

There are several steering documents for the management of schools, including:

2.5.1 The Education act

The Education Act, which is passed by the Riksdag, contains the fundamental provisions about comprehensive school and other forms of schooling. The Education Act applies for independent as well as municipal schools.

2.5.2 Ordinances
An ordinance contains regulations, and is issued by the government. There are several ordinances for comprehensive school, e.g. the Education Ordinance and the Ordinance on Children’s and Pupils’ participation in developing a plan for equal treatment to support efforts against discrimination and harassment.
2.5.3 Curriculum 
All curricula are also ordinances. The curriculum specifies the fundamental goals and guidelines of school. It describes norms and values, learning goals, and pupils’ responsibilities and influence. These elements of the curriculum are decided by the government. The curriculum also contains the syllabi, which specify the goals of teaching in each individual subject. The syllabi have to show how a subject can contribute to pupils’ development as described in the curriculum.
3. Upper secondary school – for young people aged 16-20

3.1 What is upper secondary school? 

Upper secondary school is a tuition-free, voluntary form of schooling that young people can choose to attend after completing comprehensive school. Upper secondary school offers national programmes, introductory programmes and programmes that deviate from the national programme structure.

There are 18 national upper secondary programmes. Each programme is three years long.

The various upper secondary programmes can either be vocational or prepare pupils for higher education.

Vocational programmes can also be done as upper secondary apprenticeship training.

Pupils who have not qualified for a national programme can attend one of five introductory programmes. None of these leads to an upper secondary diploma; instead the idea is that they lead on to a national programme.

The language introduction programme is intended for young people who have arrived in Sweden recently. The programme focuses on the Swedish language in order to allow the pupil to move on to some other programme or education. It is planned and adapted in accordance with the pupil’s knowledge.

3.1.2 The 18 upper secondary programmes
Vocational programmes 

· Child and Recreation Programme

· Building and Construction Programme

· Electricity and Energy Programme

· Vehicle and Transport Programme

· Business and Administration Programme

· Handicraft Programme

· Hotel and Tourism Programme

· Industrial Technology Programme

· Natural Resource Use Programme

· Restaurant Management and Food Programme

· HVAC and Property Maintenance Programme

· Health and Social Care Programme


Higher education preparatory programmes
· Business Management and Economics

· Arts

· Humanities

· Natural Science

· Social Science

· Technology
3.1.3 Who attends upper secondary school?

Upper secondary school is directed at young people aged between 16 and 20. After the age of 20 there is the possibility of attending upper secondary adult education.

Pupils with a pass grade in Swedish or Swedish as a second language, English, Mathematics and five further subjects are qualified for a vocational programme. Pupils with a pass grade in Swedish or Swedish as a second language, English, Mathematics and nine further subjects are qualified for a higher education preparatory programme.
3.1.4 How are grades awarded?

A six-point grading scale (A,B, C, D, E and F) is used. A-E are pass grades and F is a fail. Each completed course and the project work is graded. When pupils have been awarded a grade for all courses and for the project work included in their study plan, they are awarded a final grade.

If a pupil has been absent from school to the extent that their knowledge cannot be assessed, a dash (-) is used instead of a grade. The F grade and the dash are not used in special needs comprehensive or upper secondary schools.

4. Introductory programmes in upper secondary school
Introductory programmes are intended for pupils who are not qualified for the national programmes in upper secondary school. Language introduction is one such programme.

Pupils’ home municipalities are responsible for offering introductory programmes to those who fulfil the requirements for the various programmes. Education on an introductory programme has to follow a plan drawn up by the principal. This must include the purpose and duration of the programme, and specify its main content. An individual study plan must also be drawn up for each pupil, And must take the pupil’s needs and interests into account.
4.1 Language introduction
Language introduction is offered to young people who have recently arrived in Sweden. The focus of this programme is on the Swedish language. Teaching can also include other subjects and courses that pupils need in order to develop their knowledge.

Language introduction is adapted to each individual pupil, and is therefore not planned according to a set model. However, several pupils can attend a programme if their needs are similar.

Language introduction is planned on the basis of an assessment of the pupil’s language knowledge carried out before reception. It can also include comprehensive or upper secondary school subjects the pupils needs for his/her continued education. Measures to stimulate motivation, and/or work placements, can also be included.

4.1.2 Preparatory programme

Preparatory programmes are for pupils who want to attend a specific national programme but who lack one or more of the pass grades required for that programme.

The programme is not to extend beyond one year. It will primarily contain the comprehensive school subjects in which the pupil lacks a pass grade required to qualify for a national programme. It is also possible to study courses from national programmes, and the education can also include other measures for developing the pupil’s knowledge. Once a pupil achieves the qualifications for a national programme, he/she can be accepted on that programme subject to availability of places.

A pupil can choose to attend a preparatory programme to obtain qualifications for a higher education preparatory programme even if he/she is already qualified for a vocational programme.
4.1.3 Programme-specific individual choice

Programme-specific individual choice is for pupils who want to attend a vocational programme but lack one or more of the pass grades required for that programme.

In order to be accepted, the pupil must have pass grades in Swedish or Swedish as a second language. Pass grades are also required in English or Mathematics and in at least four other subjects, or optionally in both English and Mathematics and at least three other subjects.

The education will include the comprehensive school subjects in which the pupil lacks pass grades, and which are required to qualify for a vocational programme. The pupil must also study courses from a vocational programme and do workplace-based learning (abbreviated apl in Swedish). Once a pupil achieves the qualifications for a vocational programme, he/she can be accepted on that programme subject to availability of places.
4.1.4 Occupational introduction
Occupational introduction is for pupils who want an occupationally oriented education but lack the pass grades required for a programme-specific individual choice or a vocational programme.

The goal of occupational introduction is for the pupil to be able to get employment or become qualified for a vocational programme. The education can e.g. include comprehensive school subjects in which the pupil lacks pass grades, courses from vocational programmes, workplace-based learning or a placement, and also any other measures needed for the pupil’s development of his/her knowledge.
4.1.5 Individual option

The aim of individual option is for the pupil to move on to occupational introduction, other further education or the labour market.

The education can e.g. include comprehensive school subjects in which the pupil lacks pass grades, courses from national programmes and other measures needed for the pupil’s development of his/her knowledge.
4.2 Choosing a school
All children and young people are entitled to attend a good school. They are also entitled to choose which school they want to attend, with certain limitations that you can read more about under “Rules for choosing an upper secondary school”.

The freedom to choose your school has led to schools specialising in various ways. This may be because they want to focus on things they are particularly good at, but is also of course a way of attracting pupils. Schools can differ in how well they meet the national goals. The results of national tests vary between different schools, and so do pupils’ grades. There can be several reasons for this. One factor which is often said to affect results is pupils’ backgrounds. But regardless of what pupils attend a school, it must offer good teaching and a secure environment to all of them. Schools have to help all pupils achieve as much as they can – this is a question of equality and fairness.

How do you know which schools are good? Getting an overall picture of a school requires finding out the facts and adding other information. Above all, you should ask yourself what you think is important. Skolverket’s website Välja skola can help you find various information about teachers and about pupils’ results at the schools you want to compare. It also has examples of questions you can ask the school in order to learn more.

4.2.1 Rules for choosing an upper secondary school

A pupil’s home municipality, i.e. the municipality where the pupil is registered as resident, is obliged under the Education Act to arrange education for all its residents entitled to attend upper secondary school. What programmes are offered and the number of places on each one must be adapted, to the greatest extent possible, to the wishes of the municipality’s young people.

Municipalities are primarily to provide places for applicants who are resident there or in the cooperation area for a given programme. In addition to this, qualified applicants are in some cases entitled to a place in a municipality other than the one where they live.

Applicants may also apply to independent upper secondary schools in or outside of their home municipality. The main principle is that an independent school must be open to all pupils who are entitled to attend upper secondary school. If there are not enough places for all applicants to an independent upper secondary school, the selection is to made on the same grounds as at a public upper secondary school, i.e. normally on the basis of the applicant’s comprehensive school grades.

Read more about rules when choosing a school on Skolverket’s website www.skolverket.se
4.3. What laws govern it?

All municipalities are required by law to offer an upper secondary education to all pupils who have completed comprehensive school.

The Education Act is passed by the Riksdag (parliament). It includes general provisions for all forms of schooling and for pupils’ right to education.

The Upper Secondary Ordinance is drawn up by the government and is more detailed than the act.

The curriculum is drawn up by the government. It specifies the tasks and overall goals of upper secondary school, and the values that are to underlie teaching. The curriculum for upper secondary school and adult education is divided into the following main areas:

· Knowledge

· Norms and values

· Pupils’ responsibilities and influence

· Education choices

· Assessment and grades

· School heads’ responsibilities

The Riksdag decides what programmes and what standard subjects are to be offered.

5. Special needs comprehensive school

5.1 What is special needs comprehensive school?

Special needs comprehensive school is intended to provide pupils with intellectual disabilities an education adapted to each pupil’s circumstances. This education is to impart knowledge and values, contribute to personal development and a sense of community, and provide a good foundation for active participation in society. Special needs comprehensive school comprises education by subject or subject area, or a combination of the two. The education can also include subjects as specified in comprehensive school syllabi.

Training School focuses on children in special needs comprehensive school This is intended for pupils who are unable to manage all or parts of the education by subject. Training school replaces individual subjects with five subject areas.
5.1.2 Who attends special needs comprehensive school?
Special needs comprehensive school exists as an alternative to comprehensive school for children with intellectual disabilities.

5.1.3 What do the activities include?

Special needs comprehensive school is intended to provide pupils with intellectual disabilities an education adapted to each pupil’s circumstances. This education is to impart knowledge and values, contribute to personal development and a sense of community, and provide a good foundation for active participation in society. Special needs comprehensive school comprises education by subject or subject area, or a combination of the two. The education can also include subjects as specified in comprehensive school syllabi.
Training School focuses on children in special needs comprehensive school This is intended for pupils who are unable to manage all or parts of the education by subject. Training school replaces individual subjects with five subject areas.

· aesthetic activities

· communication

· motor activity

· everyday activities

· perception of reality
5.1.4 How are grades awarded?
At the end of special needs comprehensive school, pupils are given a certificate for the education they have completed. If a pupil or their guardian requests it, the certificate can be supplemented with a general study assessment. This assessment must be of the pupil’s capacity for pursuing studies.

If a pupil or their guardian requests it, grades can be awarded in special needs comprehensive school subjects at the end of each term, from Year 6 until the autumn term of Year 9, and when a subject has been completed.

A five-point grading scale is used (A, B, C, D and E). A is the highest grade and E is the lowest. If the pupil does not fulfil the requirements for an E, no grade is awarded. No grades are awarded for training school.

Progress discussions
At least once every term, the pupil, the teacher and the pupil’s guardian meet to discuss how things are going at school and if the pupil is happy there. This is known as a progress discussion, and is intended to provide an all-round picture of the pupil’s learning and social development.

The discussion is to cover how the school can support and stimulate the pupil’s development, and gives the pupil and guardian an opportunity to influence the pupil’s education. 

As an outcome of the discussion, an individual development plan is to be written for those pupils who are not graded. This plan is to include assessments and a forward-looking plan.
5.2 What laws govern it?
The Swedish Riksdag (parliament) and government lay down the principles and determine the economic framework in laws and ordinances. Municipalities or the principals (owners) and heads of independent schools have the main responsibility for daily activities at schools.

There are several steering documents for the management of schools, including:

The Education Act
The Education Act, which is passed by the Riksdag, contains the fundamental provisions about comprehensive school and other forms of schooling.

The Education Act applies for independent as well as municipal schools.

Ordinances
An ordinance contains regulations, and is issued by the government. There are several ordinances for special needs comprehensive school, e.g. the Education Ordinance and the Ordinance on Children’s and Pupils’ participation in developing a plan for equal treatment to support efforts against discrimination and harassment.

Curriculum
All curricula are also ordinances. The curriculum specifies the fundamental goals and guidelines of school. It describes norms and values, learning goals, and pupils’ responsibilities and influence. These elements of the curriculum are decided by the government. The curriculum also contains the syllabi, which specify the goals of teaching in each individual subject. The syllabi have to show how a subject can contribute to pupils’ development as described in the curriculum.

5.2 What laws govern it?

The Swedish Riksdag (parliament) and government lay down the principles and determine the economic framework in laws and ordinances. Municipalities or the principals (owners) and heads of independent schools have the main responsibility for daily activities at schools.

There are several steering documents for the management of schools, including:

The Education Act
The Education Act, which is passed by the Riksdag, contains the fundamental provisions about comprehensive school and other forms of schooling.

The Education Act applies for independent as well as municipal schools.

Ordinances
An ordinance contains regulations, and is issued by the government. There are several ordinances for special needs comprehensive school, e.g. the Education Ordinance and the Ordinance on Children’s and Pupils’ participation in developing a plan for equal treatment to support efforts against discrimination and harassment.

Curriculum
All curricula are also ordinances. The curriculum specifies the fundamental goals and guidelines of school. It describes norms and values, learning goals, and pupils’ responsibilities and influence. These elements of the curriculum are decided by the government. The curriculum also contains the syllabi, which specify the goals of teaching in each individual subject. The syllabi have to show how a subject can contribute to pupils’ development as described in the curriculum.
6. Special needs upper secondary school - for young people aged 16-20, with intellectual disabilities
6.1 What is special needs upper secondary school?
Special needs upper secondary school is a tuition-free, voluntary form of schooling that young people with intellectual disabilities can choose to attend after finishing special needs comprehensive school. Special needs upper secondary school offers national as well as individual programmes. 

There are nine national upper secondary programmes. Each programme is four years long and comprises some standard subjects and some programme-specific subjects, programme specialisation and project work.

National programmes are primarily vocational. A national programme can also be done as upper secondary apprenticeship training.

Individual programmes are intended for pupils who are unable to do a national programme. Each programme is four years long and is made up of subject areas.

Subject areas are:
· Nature and environment

· Society and the individual

· Domestic and consumer sciences

· Language and communication

· Physical education and health

· Aesthetic activities

Placements can also be included on the individual programmes.

6.1.2 Who attends special needs upper secondary school?

Special needs upper secondary school is directed at young people between 16 and 20 with an intellectual disability, who have been assessed as unable to achieve the goals of upper secondary school. After the age of 20 there is the possibility of attending special needs adult education.
6.1.3 How are assessments made and grades awarded?

Pupils studying on courses are graded after each completed course. For each course there is a set of knowledge requirements specifying what the pupil has to achieve. Grades are not awarded for subject areas; instead, the pupil’s knowledge is assessed on a requirement level basis.

A five-point grading scale (A, B, C, D and E) is used. A is the highest grade and E is the lowest. If the pupil does not attain the requirements for an E, no grade is awarded.

6.2 What laws govern it?
All municipalities are required by law to offer special needs upper secondary education to pupils who have completed special needs comprehensive school.

The Education Act is passed by the Riksdag (parliament). It includes general provisions for all forms of schooling and for pupils’ right to education.

The Upper Secondary Ordinance is drawn up by the government and is more detailed than the act. It covers all upper secondary education.

The curriculum is drawn up by the government. It specifies the tasks and overall goals of special needs upper secondary school, and the values that are to underlie teaching.

7. Adult education - for young adults

7.1 Many paths for young adults

As a newly-arrived immigrant to Sweden, you have access to the many possibilities of the Swedish school system. Children up to age 15 are required to attend school, and go to Swedish elementary schools. But what does someone who’s turned 16 and is coming to Sweden to have their education supplemented? There are many paths to choose from in education for adults. The municipality helps assess the individual student’s abilities and experiences based on its responsibility for monitoring.

The most important thing for getting a job and entering Swedish society is supplementing the subjects and courses you lack to get a diploma for elementary school and upper secondary school. It may be a path to jobs or a vocational programme, and also for further study at university or college.

Needs are different, and it is possible to combine different programmes and courses based on the individual’s needs and conditions. An individual study plan is made, in which the first step is learning Swedish through an introduction to the Swedish language in upper secondary school or Swedish for immigrants (SFI). In parallel with this, there are many types of schools in order to get a job or study further. In principle, they are all free of charge.

At schools and in the municipality, there is access to study and career guidance counselors who can provide more information on both the programmes and the Swedish job market.
7.2 Introductory programme - for students up to age 20

The introductory programme is for those students who have not qualified for the national programmes in upper secondary school. Introduction to the Swedish language is one of these programmes, and the first step for newly arrived immigrant youth between the ages of 16 and 20. The purpose of the introductory programme is to open paths to further studies or jobs. The municipality where the student lives is responsible for offering introductory programmes. The instruction in an introductory programme must follow a plan, and every student must have an individual study plan based on their needs and interests.

7.2.1 Introduction to the Swedish language

For youths who have recently arrived in Sweden, an introduction to the Swedish language is offered. The introduction to the Swedish language is designed based on the student’s linguistic abilities. Besides Swedish, the instruction may contain other subjects and courses needed for the student to develop their abilities. The introduction to the Swedish language is individually designed, but several students with the same needs can take the programme together.
7.2.2 Preparatory instruction

Preparatory instruction is for students who wish to get into a national programme in upper secondary school or at komvux, but lack one or more of the passing marks required. The instruction primarily contains the elementary school subjects in which the student does not have passing marks, and which are needed to get into a national programme.

7.2.3 Programme-focused individual choice

Programme-focused individual choice is for a student who wishes to get into a vocational programme in upper secondary school or in komvux, but lacks one or more of the passing marks required. The instruction contains the elementary school subjects in which the student does not have passing marks, and which are needed to get into a vocational programme. The student must also study courses from a vocational programme and have workplace-based learning (APL in Swedish).

7.2.4 Introduction to a vocation

Introduction to a vocation is for students who wish to get vocational instruction but lack the passing marks required to get into a vocational programme in upper secondary school or in komvux. The goal is for the student to be able to get a job or to be qualified for a vocational programme. The instruction may, for example, contain elementary school subjects in which the student does not have passing marks, courses from vocational programmes, workplace-based learning (API) or internship, and any other work needed for development of the student’s abilities.

7.2.5 Individual alternatives

The purpose of individual alternatives is for the student to go on to the introduction to a vocation, other continued studies or to the job market. The instruction may, for example, contain elementary school subjects in which the student does not have passing marks, courses from national programmes and any other work the student needs for development of their abilities.
7.3 SFI Swedish for adults - age 16 and up
Instruction in Swedish for Immigrants (SFI in Swedish) is designed for those who need a basic knowledge of Swedish. The students learn Swedish in order to be able to communicate orally and in writing in everyday life, in society and at work. Those who cannot read or write in their native language may have the opportunity to learn how.

To get into SFI you must be 16 years of age, but there is no upper age limit to start studying.
7.3.1 How the programme is organized

The programme is planned, designed, and adapted according to the individual student’s conditions, needs, and goals. Since SFI is directed at people with different experiences, living situations, knowledge and study goals, different people will study the courses at different speeds. This is why the courses start and finish on different occasions for different people.

As a student, you will have at least 15 hours of instruction per week. The instruction takes place in Swedish, but learning to read and write can take place in the student’s native language or other language the student has a good command of. SFI can be combined, for example, with work, an internship or other programme within municipal adult education (komvux) or special education for adults (särvux).
7.3.2 Study paths and courses

SFI has three study paths (1, 2, and 3). Study path 1 is for those who cannot read and write in their native language or have had a brief education, while study path 3 is for those who are more used to studying. Each study path consists of several courses.

As of July 1, 2016, SFI will be included in komvux and the instruction will be more adapted to the individual; this may entail certain changes to the arrangement of the courses.
7.3.3 Marks 
SFI uses the A–F grading scale, the same – for example – as in elementary school, in upper secondary school and at komvux. A is the highest grade, and F is a failing grade. Grades must be given for every completed course.
7.3.4 SFI at folk high school
There are also opportunities to study SFI at certain folk high schools instead of in your municipality. If you want to study SFI at a folk high school, ask your municipality what opportunities there are.
7.4 Municipal adult education – Komvux

Municipal adult education (komvux in Swedish) is for students who need to study courses at the elementary or upper secondary level but are too old to study in elementary school or upper secondary school. Also those who lack knowledge normally obtained in elementary school thus have the right to study in komvux at the elementary level.

In komvux, those age 20 or older can study one or more courses to then, for example, continue their studies at a college or a vocational school, or can start working. The student’s prior knowledge is assessed before their studies, so that the instruction can begin at the correct level.

7.4.1 At komvux, you can:

· tudy SFI and courses from elementary and upper secondary school

· Study for an upper secondary diploma, corresponding to upper secondary school

· Supplement courses to increase your qualifications

· Receive vocational training

7.4.2 How the programme is organized

There may be the opportunity to study full-time, part-time, or via distance learning. There may also be an opportunity to study certain courses, or parts of courses, at a workplace.

A student who meets the qualification requirements can combine studies at different levels within different types of school. For example, by combining other studies in komvux with instruction in Swedish for Immigrants (SFI).

For a student studying at the elementary level who does not have sufficient ability in Swedish, there may be the opportunity to go through certain courses in their own native language. Contact your municipality for more information, if this of interest.

7.4.3 Marks 

Komvux uses the A–F grading scale, the same – for example – as in elementary school and in upper secondary school. A is the highest grade, and F is a failing grade. Grades must be given for every completed course.

7.5 Folk high school
The general course of folk high school is an alternative to upper secondary school and municipal adult education (komvux) for those who have turned 18. Here, they can study courses at the basic and upper secondary level in order to qualify for university college or vocational school. The student starts at the level they have reached. Those who need it can get extra support in Swedish.
7.5.1 Vocational programmes

The folk high school also has vocational training programmes. Journalist, recreation leader, and sign-language interpreter are just a few examples. Certain vocational training programmes are at the post-secondary level, while others are at the upper secondary level.
7.5.2 Courses for newly-arrived immigrants
Some courses are directed especially at those who have recently come to Sweden. Establishment courses for newly arrived immigrants are one such programme, as are programmes in Swedish for immigrants (SFI).
7.6 Vocational school
At a vocational school, people train for a profession after upper secondary school. There are hundreds of occupations to choose from. The programmes are most often between one and three years long, and weave theory in school with practice out at workplaces. Sufficient knowledge of Swedish to manage the programme is a requirement; the school determines whether it is sufficient. A number of schools provide extra support in vocational Swedish.
7.6.1 You can apply to vocational school if you:
· have an upper secondary school degree from an upper secondary school or municipal adult education (Komvux)

· have a Swedish or foreign education that corresponds to an upper secondary school degree

· have the conditions for managing the programme through Swedish or foreign education, practical experience or in some other way.

7.6.2 When you don’t meet the formal requirements

People who do not meet the formal requirements for qualification can still be accepted into a programme. The schools sometimes make exceptions, if they believe the student can manage the programme and work within the profession the programme leads to. 
7.7 University and college
Programmes at universities and colleges begin in the spring and the autumn. Full-time studies comprise approximately 40 hours per week. You can choose to study part-time – for example, half-time or quarter-time – in many courses. You will then study fewer hours per week and receive fewer credits. There are also lectures on evenings or weekends. This makes it easier for those who want to combine studies with work.
7.7.1 When are you qualified?

In order to get into a course or programme, an upper secondary school diploma that gives you the qualifications is required. There are two types: general entry requirements and specific entry requirements. For a number of programmes general entry requirements are enough, but many programmes also call for specific entry requirements.
7.7.2 Foundation year
A foundation year is for those lacking particular entry requirements for a programme at the university level. It is a one-year programme at the high-school level that does not earn any credits. On the other hand, this could entail the student getting a guaranteed place in the desired programme.
7.7.3 Another way of becoming qualified

Even those who did not attend upper secondary school can apply to universities and colleges. The actual skills of the applicant may be assessed as sufficient, if it can be verified. Actual skills can come from courses or from working life, club activities, or long stays abroad. 

7.8 Special education for adults – särvux

People with developmental disabilities or some type of brain damage have the right to special education for adults. The school helps the student find out what they already know so that their studies can be adapted to that. This is called ‘validation’. Each student receives help from a study and career guidance counselor in making an individual study plan. You must have reached the age of 20 in order to be allowed to go here.

7.8.1 In special education for adults you can:

· Study at the elementary or upper secondary level

· Choose between various courses

· Study Swedish for Immigrants in parallel

· Study in a vocational programme

7.8.2 How the programme is organized

A person lacking the knowledge obtained in elementary school can study courses at the elementary level.

There are also courses at the upper secondary level. These are the same courses studied in special education for adults at the upper secondary level in a special upper secondary school.
7.8.3 Marks 

Students who are finished with courses at the elementary or upper secondary level are given marks. You can receive an A, B, C, D, or E, which is the lowest mark.
