Flipped Classroom
What is a Flipped Classroom?
In the traditional style of instruction, teachers present a lesson to students and then assign classwork or homework. The definition of a flipped classroom is the reverse of the traditional method.
A flipped classroom consists of students completing direct instruction, such as viewing a lecture online, prior to the in-class discussion of the material. The intent is for students to see the material beforehand, also known as first-exposure learning, so they can learn the concepts at their own pace. By doing so, students are better able to focus on participating in class and receive feedback on their efforts during the lesson — not just after.
Teachers that utilize a flipped classroom model are better able to help their students engage in active learning. Students become much more involved during the lesson discussion with the flipped classroom style of instruction by engaging in debates, small group discussions, or in-depth investigations. In essence, a flipped class switches the activities traditionally done in class with those completed after class.
The four pillars of the flipped classroom method include the following:
· Flexible Learning Environment: One of the hallmarks of a flipped learning classroom is that it provides fluid timelines for student work and comprehension. Teachers should adjust to the pace of their students in class.
· Learning Culture: Teachers foster a rich environment that allows students to delve further into topics and provides them with opportunities for self-reflection and hands-on activities.
· Intentional Content: Teachers decide ahead of time what direct instruction to pair with in-class activities. Students should feel challenged but able to understand the material on their own, a balance which can take time for the teacher to master.
· Professional Educator: Monitoring students during lessons and offering feedback ensures no gaps in student knowledge are being created with the flipped classroom model.
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