Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL APROACH)


CLIL is an integrated language and subject learning. The reason for creating this method was to support teachers of subjects other than foreign languages. 

There are to types of this method:

HARD CLIL- is teaching subjects through a foreign language, which is taught by subject teacher.

SOFT CLIL- is usually run by a foreign language teacher who weaves selected subject content for your lesson.

It is also an intermediate form is a modular CLIL
A science course, can be taught to students in English and they will not only learn about science, but they will also gain relevant vocabulary and language skills. It’s important to note that CLIL is not a means of simplifying content or reteaching something students already know in a new language. CLIL courses should truly integrate the language and content in order to be successful – and success is determined when both the subject matter and language is learned. CLIL can work for children age, all the way from primary level to university and beyond. So long as the course content and language aims are designed with the students’ needs in mind, there is no limit as to who can benefit from this teaching approach. However, it is most commonly found in primary and secondary school contexts.

CLIL classes add an extra dimension to the class and engage students, which is especially advantageous in situations where students are unenthusiastic about learning a language.

CLIL also promotes a deeper level of assimilation – as students are repeatedly exposed to similar language and language functions and they need to produce and recall information in their second language. Furthermore, it has the advantage that multiple subjects can be taught in English, so that students’ exposure to the language is increased, meaning their language acquisition is faster. CLIL also encourages students to develop 21st Century skills, including the ability to think critically, be creative, to communicate and collaborate. 

Some of the basic principles of CLIL are that in the CLIL classroom:

1. Language is used to learn as well as to communicate

2. It is the subject matter which determines the language needed to learn.

A CLIL lesson is  not a language lesson neither is it a subject lesson transmitted in a foreign language. According to the 4Cs curriculum (Coyle 1999), a successful 
CLIL lesson should combine elements of the following:

Content - Progression in knowledge, skills and understanding related to specific elements of a defined curriculum

Communication - Using language to learn whilst learning to use language

Cognition - Developing thinking skills which link concept formation (abstract and concrete), understanding and language

Culture - Exposure to alternative perspectives and shared understandings, which deepen awareness of otherness and self.

In a CLIL lesson, all four language skills should be combined. The skills are seen thus:

· Listening is a normal input activity, vital for language learning

· Reading, using meaningful material, is the major source of input

· Speaking focuses on fluency. Accuracy is seen as subordinate

· Writing is a series of lexical activities through which grammar is recycled.
Benefits of teaching this method:
· promotion authentic communication and linguistic diversity

· stimulating internal motivation to communicate

· improving learning skills

· increased motivation and communicate

· stimulating teaching techniques and methods
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