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Comparison of the educational systems of Greece, Turkey, Italy, Lithuania and Bulgaria

Educational system of Greece
Pupils' school life may begin at the age of 2.5 (pre-school care) in institutions (private and public) called Nursery Stations. Some nurseries also have pre-school departments that run parallel to Kindergartens

Parallel to Kindergartens and Primary Schools there are also all-day schools, which have extended working hours and an enriched curriculum.

In addition there are also Special Kindergartens, Primary, High Schools, Lyceums and Lyceum classes, aimed at pupils with special educational needs. Musical, Ecclesiastical and Sports High Schools and Lyceums also operate.

Post-compulsory Secondary Education also includes Vocational Training Institutes, which offer formal but non-graduate education. These institutions are classified as non-graduate, because they accept both Gymnasium graduates and high school graduates, depending on the individual specialties they offer.

Formal education is characterized by a fixed duration of studies, repeatability and the award of an official qualification at the end of the course, which is also its state legalization.

The graduation of the educational institutions implies the obligation to hold the evidence of a degree (baccalaureate, diploma, etc.) of the previous level of study for the continuation to the next.

A wider analysis shows that all the educational services offered in Greece are a much more complex, multilevel and diversified network. Many other educational services, classified or non-classified, are offered within the formal education system and in cooperation with or completely independent of those that form part in its basic core.

Educational system of Turkey

The Turkish education system is divided into three levels which make up 12 years of compulsory education. The first level in the education system is primary school education consisting of four years (1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4thgrades). The second level is middle school education consisting of four years (5th, 6th, 7th and 8thgrades). The third level is high school education consisting of four years (9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades).

There are two types of universities in Turkey, state and foundation (private) universities. All Turkish universities are accredited by the . As of August 2013, there are 104 state and 71 private universities. According to the legal code, that was accepted in August 2012, no financial contribution is taken from students studying at state universities except students attending evening education.

Foundation universities are semi-independent universities that are not governed by the state. These universities have tuition fees. Many foundation universities have graduate programs in Management and Computer Science. Some foundation universities are renowned for their programs in Engineering and Medicine. At many foundation universities, the language of instruction is English. These universities offer English preparatory class to students who are not proficient in the English language.

Educational system of Italy

The Italian educational and training system is organized according to the principles of subsidiarity and autonomy of educational institutions.

The State has the exclusive legislative authority on the "general rules on education" and on the determination of the essential levels of benefits that must be guaranteed throughout the national territory.

Furthermore, the State defines the fundamental principles that the Regions must respect in the exercise of their specific authorities.

The Regions have limited powers in the field of educational authority, but full powers in terms of professional training.

The state educational institutions are autonomous in terms of teaching, organization, research, experimentation and development. 

The parents of the pupils, or those who exercise parental responsibility, are responsible for fulfilling the educational obligation of minors, while the residing Municipalities and the school administrators of the schools in where children are enrolled are committed to verifying that obligation be respected.

At the end of the period of compulsory education, usually at the end of the second year of secondary school, the student who decides not to continue his studies is given a certification of the acquired skills.

After passing the national final state exam for second-level secondary education, the student can access tertiary education courses (universities, Afam and ITS). Some university courses are enrollment limited and students must pass an access test.

Educational system of Lithuania

In Lithuania, education is compulsory for pupils until they reach 16 years of age. Compulsory education is usually provided up to the 10th form (2nd form of the gymnasium). After completion of the 10th form, pupils must take the basic education achievement test in the Lithuanian Language, Mathematics, and an elective basic education achievement test in Mother Tongue (Belarusian, Polish, Russian or German).

After acquiring basic education and obtaining the basic education certificate, they may continue learning under the programmes for secondary education or vocational education and training or under the combined programme for secondary education and vocational education and training in order to acquire their first qualification.

Pupils who have completed part of or the full primary, basic and secondary education programme of a foreign country or an international organisation either abroad or in Lithuania, have the right to select a state, municipal or private school and to be admitted to it just like any other Lithuanian pupil pursuant to a commonly accepted procedure.

The school prepares an integration plan for pupils who come from foreign counttries who have completed part of or a full international general education programme and, if necessary, an individual education plan; the school also sets a suitable period for the pupil’s adaptation. If the pupil is able to achieve a satisfactory level of knowledge and skills during the adaptation period, the school prepares his learning plan and provides educational assistance.

The majority of pupils with special educational needs are educated at general education schools together with their peers through inclusive education. General education, vocational education and training, and other programmes are adapted to pupils with special educational needs. These pupils may complete education programmes within a shorter or longer time than that prescribed. Pupils with very extensive or extensive special educational needs can study at designated general education schools up to 21 years of age.

Pupils can also attend classes at various non-formal education schools, such as sports, music, fine arts or art schools, leisure centres or children’s clubs. Classes are partially subsidised and fees are determined by the owner (founder) of the school.

In 2013, four municipalities have been testing a new financing method of non-formal education through the principle of the pupil’s education voucher. At the end of the project, recommendations will be prepared as to the use of this principle or elements of it in all municipalities.

Educational system of Bulgaria

In Bulgaria the structure of education is as follows:

Children's nurseries that children can visit up to 3 years of age.

Kindergartens for children aged 3 to 7. 

At school, pupils study 7+4 years, 8 years of elementary education divided into two stages:

initial - from I to IV class inclusive;

and lower secondary - from V to VII inclusive.

And four years of secondary education from the 8th to the 12th grade.

Compulsory education is from 5 years of age and lasts up to 18 years of age Bulgarian educational system

The education of Bulgarian children is provided by several institutions.

Kinder garden. It can be municipal and private.

Children enter it at the age of 3 and stay there until they reach the age of 7 when they enter first grade.

In kindergarten, children are divided into 4 age groups. The last, group 4, is compulsory and preparatory for the children who will enter the first grade. Students enroll in first grade at 6 or 7 years. School is compulsory for all children under 16 years of age. The students are in school until 18 - 19 years old.

The schools are state, municipal, private and spiritual.

According to the degree, Bulgarian education is primary and secondary.

 There are basically two stages.

The initial stage covers students from grades I to IV.

High school - covers students from 5th to 7th grade.

There are also two stages in secondary education. 

In the first high school stage students from VIII to X class study.

In the second high school stage there are students from XI and XII grades.

High schools are specialized and professional.

There are also specialized schools - sports, arts, cultural, spiritual. In these children arrive under certain conditions and at a certain age.

 There are also centers for personal development support. They work to develop the interests, abilities, competences of children and to express themselves in the fields of sports, sciences, arts and technology; for resource support for children and students with special educational needs; for career guidance and counseling..

