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Urban Planning DepartmentUrban Planning Department

 19 employees
 Architects

 Environmental engineers

 Humanist (aka. Public Participation planner)

 Construction draftsmen (&women)

 2 year-off students from upper secondary high

 The only authority who is allowed 
to do zoning in Finland
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What do we do?What do we do?

Land Use and Building ActLand Use and Building Act
 Section 1
 General objective of the Act
 The objective of this Act is to ensure that the use 

of land and water areas and building activities on 
them create preconditions for a favourable living 
environment and promote ecologically, 
economically, socially and culturally sustainable 
development.

 The Act also aims to ensure that everyone has the 
right to participate in the preparation process, 
and that planning is high quality and interactive, 
that expertise is comprehensive and that there is 
open provision of information on matters being 
processed
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How do we do it?How do we do it?

 General plans
 They cover almost the whole area of Lappeenranta

 Defines: 
 The use of the areas (agriculture, forestry, commercial, 

industry, housing etc.)

 The main traffic routes

 Valuable/ protected environments and areas 

 The only plan that you need to follow on country side

 General drawings that guide more detailed planning
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How do we also do it?How do we also do it?

 Detailed plans
 Made only on urban areas 

 Very detailed:
 The use of the block/ plot

 Street reserves, names of the streets

 The location of the buildings

 How much you can build 

 The height of the building

 Roof line

 Exceptional permits
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We have some on-going projects too…We have some on-going projects too…

 Railway station region
 Commercial area for business with good 

connections 

 How to connect the area to the city 
center?

 How to make the area more attractive 
and cozier?
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 Horizon – the green themed general plan
 Covers almost the whole area of 

Lappeenranta

 Sustainable basis for the future and the 
future urban planning

 Together with residents, companies and 
other authorities

 3 different themes:
 Clean technology

 Healthy town

 Sustainable traffic
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Meijän City 
Development plan of the city center
Meijän City 
Development plan of the city center

 Some challenges we have faced:
 Public transportation

 Biking routes

 Empty(ing) business spaces

 Where is the heart of the city?
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 The aim is to create city center that is 
ecologically, economically, 
environmentally and socially sustainable

 All ages and different users are taken into 
account
 Children and youngsters

 Working people

 Elderly 

 Business owners 
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How do we make our plans? – the
participatory view
How do we make our plans? – the
participatory view
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How does the zoning go?How does the zoning go?



It´s important to hear different
perspectives
It´s important to hear different
perspectives

 Local residents have the best 
knowledge of the area

 People from different 
backgrounds value different this

 People have different abilities to 
participate in society

 People have different needs, it 
takes a professional city planner 
to combine these to facts and 
the science to make city work

 Local residents have the best 
knowledge of the area

 People from different 
backgrounds value different this

 People have different abilities to 
participate in society

 People have different needs, it 
takes a professional city planner 
to combine these to facts and 
the science to make city work



Developing new ways to reach peopleDeveloping new ways to reach people
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Sammontalo architectural competitionSammontalo architectural competition

- Open call for architects- Open call for architects
 Goal was to design a new building 

which is a school to 1000 children 
and it has its own youth center, 
library, preschool etc.

 People had a chance to vote their 
favorite

 Teachers and future users had their 
own ways of hearing 

 Students were also heard during the 
competition
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The best break between
school lectures!
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 Place to sit, place to play 
games, students own place,

 Chairs, forest, place to skate, 
place to do climbing, tables, 
swings etc.
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Our greetings to the juryOur greetings to the jury
 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uWUSbL

zWRnU6ATPDxthVr7qd4-ffI1ms/view
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Now it’s Your turn ;)Now it’s Your turn ;)

Mission:Mission:
 You are urban planners whose mission is 

to prepare the city of Lappeenranta to 
face the forthcoming challenges of the 
year 2050.

 You have 30 minutes time to complete 
the mission. Good luck!
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 Climate change

 More tense population

 Cultural heritage

 Public transportation
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Equipment:Equipment:
 Map of Lappeenranta city center

 Playdough

 Pencils

 Post-its

 Bird view picture

 Any question?! Ask Mikko or Elina 
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The City needs You!The City needs You!



CITIZENS ARE UPSET! THEY DON´T KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON AND ARE WORRIED WHAT IS 
HAPPENING AND IS THEIR BEAUTIFUL TOWN BEING DESTROYED!

HOW ARE YOU GOING TO SOLVE THIS?
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THERE HAS BEEN DAMAGE DONE TO THE PUBLIC PROPERTY!

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO THIS BY THE MEANS OF URBAN PLANNING AND CITY DESIGN?
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