
Comparison of School Systems 

 

 Sweden France Germany Poland Portugal England 
Number of 

years at 
compulsory 

school 

9 9 9 12 12 13 

Ages 7-16 6-16 6-16 6-18 6-18 5-18 

Grading 
Scale 

(age 15) 

6 
(A-F) 

0-20 
0 lowest 

1-6 
6 lowest 

1-6 
1 lowest 

5 
(1-5) 

1 lowest 

8 
(A-G+U) 

Graded by 
Teacher or 

external 
assessor 
(age 15) 

Teacher Mix 
 

Exam 
French 
Maths 

Humanities 

Teacher Mix 
 

Teacher 
and  

External 
 

Polish 
Maths 

Science 
History 
Foreign 

Language 
 

Mix 
 

Teacher and  
External 

 
Portuguese 

Maths 
 

External 
assessor 

Final exam, 
continuous 
assessment 

or mix 

Continuous 
assessment 

Mix Mix Mix mix Final Exam 

Number of 
subjects 

(age 15-16) 

17 11-12 Depends on 
grade 
15-20 

 

13 13 8-10 

Uniform No No No No No Yes 

 


