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Introduction

“Thee i no b hat st of umsanhistoy s tough,
However inthe 19t cenury i was finally time forachange.
"The stae stared helpng s chtizens more and o, nd soon
cnoush the begining of modern welfre ws ceatd. As id
the hisory of modem welfre sates back o the mid 9t AC
that ime, i became  common bele tht the state st play &
role i casuring the iizns’ Gundamental social condtions.
“The emergence of modem wefae st can be secn 153
compromise beten the libera marketcconomy and the
Socialistdea of squaly.

In Denmark, he welare it s sgnificantly moe developed
{han i mostother counries - with comprehensive socis
secuity and a smallr degree ofncqualty n th icome
isibution. AlLof this 3 Known s th “scial alty nee

“The majoriy of the wellresat’s asks are fnanced heough
taxes, and a the Dansih welfae system i charaterized by
high rdisribuion, th ax burden s also bigher than n other

Criterias for voters

“The ida n 1549 was tht al men in Deaonack hadth,

vot,a long they were 30 years old, and were Danish

itzen, bt even then there e il some txns

=" He shoud havehisown ouschold,

« He must not ave been imprisoncd

o He was not allowed o recive poverty el - or lame the
municpality o previousy eceived povery et

o He must no ave been declared menialy weak o menally
i

ol tere wee oy appro. 15% of the population who.

had he right o vote.

How the rights were restricted to
those who received poverty relief

In Denmark 1549, somehing known as he fve s could ot
vot, That meant

« Women (entimmers)

« Servants (lkehold)

« Poor (faize)

o Criminals (frbrydere)

o Fools (ober)

1Inhi ntancs we il ake ok st thepoor_Bcing poor
meant receiving povery rolif, and by L, you could ot vote
fyou eceved that. Th esson o i was tht reciving.
poverty elief was seen s 3 loan. Thereoreyou had 1o pay
everyhingback, in oder 0 gt your rght 0 ot back. Other
consequences of eceiving povrsy e were tat you hud o
et permision 1o gt marricd, you st custody ofyour
childrn and you could ot decide wher o v

‘The support one could get from the
state

e 19*cenury many found i it 0 e o s
The poo eop ot some el o the municipaliy. Some
v v on s or “poorhouss”. s Copenhagen b
of poor peapeivd t Ladegsard, whee they, ong e
ings,wer st 0 swecp e st

Sothe poor piopl ot support i the o f oney rom he
niciply, o ot sy o pohousc. Th pooshscs were
places where peopt e, and gt Food snd sl i o
Iabour, These houscs were oty indabicd by cldrs,and
hiden that came n i o, nd et when o cnough
fend for s,

Receivers of poverty relief

10 1991 ne porcry e s mace, bt he conseguencs

o betorewere ll aifeing e Gl The o canges
iryou coud

rovideforyou i, i you were sk or ld s you wes't

meant thatyou couk receve poverty el

able to work

Supporters of the early welfare
system

1 190 ey, D socil plicy was iy basedon
oy e, whichmant that the poor couldrceive upport
ifthey were worty of s Fromth mid 9 ey,
relzaton sprad ha prvat contrions s povery et
et ntcnough. Wi h Consiuaion of 114, Dneswers
rsnesd theight t pulc asistane i ey <ould ot
ppor thmseves.

Denmark’s welfare today

Today the welas sysem i Deamac s i . Todoy
e ca gt suppon o the iy wihot o e
ight o ot o havig 0 sk for geting i, and oy the
e olonger ppiy. Now evryons gt the riht 0 v,
long ey are 18 yes o snd s permapent s
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