Running a business – different views

1.  “I set up a computer company about ten years ago, and it has been really successful.  I was fed up of working for someone else, and I really wanted to be my own boss.  The best thing about working for yourself is that I can keep all the profit if the business is successful.  When I worked for someone else, I always had the same salary, but now I know that if I put in a lot of work, and the business does well, I can make a lot of money.  I’ve been very successful, and I’ve made a lot of money.”   John
2.  “I work for myself, I have my own graphic design company, which I set up two years ago.  After ten years working in a company, I was frustrated, because I couldn’t make my own decisions.  Now I have the freedom to make decisions about when to work, what jobs to do, and what price to charge.  I really feel in charge of my life.  I always hated having a boss breathing down my neck and telling me what to do, and now I’m in charge.”  Sarah

3.  “I have some friends who have their own business, but it’s not for me.  I think owning your own business is very risky, and I’m not the kind of person who likes to take risks.  If there is an economic downturn, for example, the business can go bankrupt, and you can lose everything.  I think it must be very stressful to worry about if your business will survive or not.  I prefer to have peace of mind, and to work for a company.” Steve

4.  “I used to have my own business, but in the end I sold it, and now I’m much happier.  The biggest problem was that it is impossible to switch off in the evenings or at the weekend, and it had a negative effect on my family life.  Now I work for someone else, so when I leave work at five o’clock, I completely forget about my job.  But when I had my own business, I was always worrying about the business, and I was always stressed at home.  I also had to work long hours to make sure the business was successful, and therefore I didn’t spend much time with my wife and children.” Dave
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Reading:  which person…?
1.  …had a business, but doesn’t any more.   __________________
2.  ….has become financially well-off through having a company. _______

3. ….is too cautious to run their own business.  ____________

4.  ….opened a company because they couldn’t make decisions. ________

5.  …..had to stay at work until very late.  _____________

6.  …..had family problems because of his company.  _____________

7.  …..hates having a boss giving orders to them.  _______________

8.  …..is happy that they can make their own decisions.  ____________

9. …..thinks that problems in the economy can be stressful for business owners. ____________

10.  ….says that it was difficult to forget about the job in their free time.

Vocabulary:  write down the phrases:
Person 1:

i)  start a company - s__________ u__________ a company

ii)  work for a company – work for s__________ e____________

iii)  take all the money – keep all the p____________

iv)  if the business is successful – if the business d________ w________

Person 2:

i)  have your own company – work f_________ y___________

ii)  I can decide what I want to do – I have the f__________ to m__________ my o___________ decisions

iii)  I control my life – I’m in c____________ of my life

iv)  I hate a boss who gives me orders –

I have a boss b______________ down my n__________

I have a boss t_____________ me what to do

Person 3:

i)  I wouldn’t like to do it – It’s n________ f_________ m______

ii)  It’s dangerous – Owning a business is r__________

iii) a bad economic situation – an e_____________ d_____________

iv)  your business can disappear  - your business can g____ b___________

v)  I prefer to be relaxed – I prefer to have p____________ of m__________
Person 4:

i)  you can’t forget the business at weekends – it’s impossible to s_______ o_____ at weekends

ii)  it was bad for my family – it h_________ a n____________ effect o___ my family life

iii)  work late – I had to w_________l____________ hours

Speaking Part 2

Talk about a business that you would like to set up.

You should say:

· What kind of business it would be

· Where you would set it up (which city and country)

· Who you would set it up with

· When you would set it up

· Where you would get the money to set it up

· Why you want to start this kind of business

· And the advantages and disadvantages of running this business

Follow-up questions:

1.  Do you think you will set up this business?

2.  Do you know anyone who runs their own business?

Part 3

1.  What kind of person is suited to running their own business?

2.  What can the government do to help people set up businesses?

3.  Is it easy or difficult to set up a business in your country?

4.  What kind of businesses are common in your country?
5.  Do you think people who are successful in business should give some of their profits to charity?

	These days, many people want to set up their own businesses, and work for themselves.

What are the benefits and drawbacks of doing this?
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