Making plans for the weekend
Lewis:  Hiya, how’s it going?  
Claire:  Yeah, not bad. You?

Lewis: Yeah, good.  What are you doing this weekend?

Claire:  Well, on Saturday I’m going to London.  I’m meeting some old friends from uni for lunch and a few drinks at 2pm, it should be great.

Lewis:  That sounds nice.  Well, I’m having a party on Saturday night, will you be back by then?

Claire:  I’m not sure.  I’ll probably stay in London, but if I come back, I’ll try and come to your party.  What time does it start?

Claire:  It starts at 8, but come later if you like.

Claire:  If I don’t make it, do you fancy a game of tennis on Sunday afternoon?  There’s a court free at 3 o’clock.

Lewis:  Oh, I’d love to, but I’ll be having lunch at 3.  I’m going to my mum’s house at half two, and I’m sure we won’t be finished until about 4.

Claire:  Oh, that’s a shame.  Well, let’s do something next weekend.

Lewis:  Great.  The only thing is, my sister is about to have a baby, it’s due any day now.  I think it’s actually due next Sunday, so I might have to go and visit her in hospital next weekend.  Let’s play it by ear.  Or, we could play in two weeks’ time.  I’m sure my sister will have had her baby by then.
Claire:  Ok, sure.  Let’s chat again about it next week.  Anyway, how’s the job going?  Last time we talked you were quite fed up about it.

Lewis:  Yeah, I’m sick of it, to be honest.  I’m on the point of quitting, to be honest.  I don’t get on with the boss.  

Claire:  Oh no.  Well, if you quit, you’re bound to find something else.  Anyway, let’s catch up soon.  I’ll try and come to your party, but if not, let’s meet another weekend.

Lewis:  Yes, sure, of course.  Alright, see you later.

Claire:  See you.

Future Tenses
Read the dialogue, and write down an example of:

1. A general plan for the weekend - _______________________

2. A specific plan, with a fixed time - ______________________

3. A plan which isn’t sure - _____________________________

4. Something which is going to happen very soon - _______________________

5. Something which will have already started at a time in the future, but isn’t finished - ____________
6. A start time/timetable for an event - ________________________

7. A modal verb to say you’re not sure - ____________________________

8. A way to describe the predicted date to have a baby - ___________________
9. A prediction you think is absolutely sure to happen - __________________________

10.  A time in the future at which something has already happened - ___________________

11.  A promise: __________________________________
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Lewis:  Hiya, how’s it going?  

Claire:  Yeah, not bad. You?

Lewis: Yeah, good.  What ________________ this weekend?

Claire:  Well, on Saturday ______________ London.  ________________ some old friends from uni for lunch and a few drinks at 2pm, it should be great.

Lewis:  That sounds nice.  Well, ______________ a party on Saturday night, will you be back by then?

Claire:  I’m not sure.  __________________ stay in London, but if I come back, __________ and come to your party.  What time ____________?

Lewis:  _______________ at 8, but come later if you like.

Claire:  If I don’t make it, do you fancy a game of tennis on Sunday afternoon?  There’s a court free at 3 o’clock.

Lewis:  Oh, I’d love to, but _________________ lunch at 3.  _____________ to my mum’s house at half two, and I’m sure we _______________________ about 4.

Claire:  Oh, that’s a shame.  Well, let’s do something next weekend.

Lewis:  Great.  The only thing is, my sister _________________ have a baby, it’s due any day now.  I think it’s actually ___________ next Sunday, so I ___________ have to go and visit her in hospital next weekend.  Let’s play it by ear.  I’m sure my sister _________________ her baby by then.
Claire:  Ok, sure.  Let’s chat again about it next week.  Anyway, how’s the job going?  Last time we talked you were quite fed up about it.

Lewis:  Yeah, I’m sick of it, to be honest.  I’m _________________ quitting, to be honest.  I don’t get on with the boss.  

Claire:  Oh no.  Well, if you quit, you’re __________________ find something else.  Anyway, let’s catch up soon.  ______________ and come to your party, but if not, let’s meet another weekend.

Lewis:  Yes, sure, of course.  Alright, see you later.

Claire:  See you.
Making plans for the weekend

Listen to the conversation between two friends, Lewis and Claire, and make notes about these questions:

1.  What is Claire doing on Saturday?

2.  What does Lewis invite her to do on Saturday night?

3.  What time does it start?

4.  What does Claire invite Lewis to do on Sunday afternoon?

5.  Why can’t Lewis make it on Sunday afternoon?

6.  What might happen with Lewis’s sister next weekend?

7.  How does Lewis feel about his job?

8.  What does Claire say will happen if he quits his job?

Making plans for the weekend

Listen to the conversation between two friends, Lewis and Claire, and make notes about these questions:

1.  What is Claire doing on Saturday?

2.  What does Lewis invite her to do on Saturday night?

3.  What time does it start?

4.  What does Claire invite Lewis to do on Sunday afternoon?

5.  Why can’t Lewis make it on Sunday afternoon?

6.  What might happen with Lewis’s sister next weekend?

7.  How does Lewis feel about his job?

8.  What does Claire say will happen if he quits his job?

Future Tenses Analysis

1.  Look at these three examples from the dialogue.  Talk with a partner, and work out the rules:
i) I’m meeting some friends for lunch at 2pm.
ii) I’m going to London on Saturday.
iii) I’ll probably stay in London.
a) We use the present continuous for the future to talk about __________

b)  We use ‘going to’ for the future to talk about ____________________

c)  We use ‘will’ to talk about ___________________________________
2.  Why do we use the present simple in these examples?
i) What time does the party start?  It starts at 8.

Can you think of any other examples where we would use the present simple in similar situations?
3.  Lewis says ‘I’ll be having lunch at 3’.
i)  What time will lunch start and finish?

ii)  What do you think is the rule for the future continuous? 

4. Lewis says ‘Let’s play in two weeks’ time.  My sister will have had her baby by then’.

i)  When is ‘then’?

ii)  Will the baby be born before two weeks’ time, or in two weeks’ time?

5.  Lewis says ‘the baby is due next Sunday’

i)  Can you think of any other situations in which you can use ‘due’?

ii)  What word follows ‘due’?  ‘The baby is due ____ be born on Sunday’

Future Tenses: Speaking

1.  What are you plans for this weekend?

2.  Tell me something you might do tonight, but you’re not sure.

3.  What are you going to do after you finish at LSI?
4.  When are you due to go back to work?  Are you looking forward to it?

5.  What do think you’ll be doing in five years’ time?

6.  What will you be doing at 10am tomorrow morning?

7.  Is there anything you hope you will have done by the time you’re 60?

8.  What time do people normally start and finish work in your country?

9.  Have you ever been on the point of quitting a job or course?  What  happened?

10.  Do you think if you decided to quit your job, you would be bound to find another one?  Or would it be difficult?

Future Tenses: Practice

Complete with a suitable future tense or expression:
1.  I can’t stand my job any more, I’m really ___________________ (quit).
2.  Next summer, _________________ in London for six weeks.   (work)
3.  What time _________ your flight ________ tomorrow?  (leave)
4.  I’m not sure yet, but _______ probably _______ tonight.  (stay in)
5.  A:  Do you fancy a coffee at 11?  

 B:  I’m really sorry, I _____________ at 11.  (study)   [the lesson starts   at 10 and finishes at 12]

6.  It’s been raining every day this week, and the sky is black – I’m sure it’s _________________ (rain).
7.  I don’t know if I can come to the party, because I have an essay to write, but if I finish early, I ____________.  (come)
8.  I’ve got to study all week for my exam, but we could meet on Saturday – I’ll __________________ by then.  (finish study)
9. I ___________________ between 5 and 7 this evening.  (play tennis)
10.  I don’t know if I’m going to university in September or not, but I’m ____________ my results tomorrow, so fingers crossed!  (get)
Role-play
Phone a friend, and make plans for the weekend.  Try to use as many future tense expressions as you can.  Think of at least three reasons why you can’t meet your partner, and use different future tenses to talk about them.

The winner is the person who uses the most future expresssions!
Original material by Lewis Richards (2017)


