
The REPUBLIC 

Of IRELAND 

 
THE LAND 

Ireland is an island to the west of 

continental Europe. It is bounded 

to the west by the Atlantic Ocean 

and to the east by the Irish Sea, 

which separates it from Great 

Britain. It is mainly a lowland 

with a central plain surrounded by 

low mountains along the coast. 

The highest peak is Carrantuohill 

(1038 m) in the county of Kerry. 

The two important rivers in the 

island are the Shannon, the 

longest river in Ireland, and the 

Liffey, which flows into the Irish 

Sea at Dublin giving the capital an 

important harbour. 

The main cities in the republic are Dublin, the capital, Waterford, Cork and Galway. 

 

WHY IS IRELAND DIVIDED into two parts? 

The island is divided into two parts: the Republic of Ireland, also called Eire, which is 

an independent country and Northern Ireland, which is part of the UK. 

To understand why it is divided into two parts, it is necessary to go back to the 12th 

century when it became an English possession. 

In the course of the 17th century  Protestant colonists from England and Scotland settled 

in the island, mainly in the north-east. They were given the land, which previously 

belonged to the native Catholic Irish and owing to the religious differences they did 

not mix with the local population. The contrasts between the two communities date 

back from that period. Laws were passed which forbade the Irish to buy, inherit or even 

rent land. Rebellions and insurrections followed, together with the request of 

independence. 

Owing to the Potato famine of the 1840s more than one million Catholic Irish 

emigrated to the America looking for a better life. This fact transformed the Irish 

question into an international problem. Americans of Irish origin began to support the 

movement for the independence of Ireland. In 1921, urged by international pressure, 

Britain agreed to let Southern Ireland become a free state. However, Northern Ireland, 

where two thirds of the population were Protestant remained part of Britain and still is 

today. 



 

DUBLIN 

It is a beautiful city and a popular tourist destination thanks to its fine architecture and 

its excellent pubs. 

Dublin is also the chief port in the Republic; in fact, it is situated at the mouth of the 

river Liffey, and has a population of more than one million people. 

The capital is well known not only for its pubs (that are about 1000) but also for its 

music and, last but not least, for its writers. 

St Patrick's Cathedral is one of Dublin's earliest Christian sites. The cathedral is 

dedicated to St Patrick, the patron Saint of Ireland who brought Christianity to the 

island in the 5th century. 

Trinity College is the oldest university in Ireland. Founded by Queen Elisabeth I in 

1592, its library contains many ancient books and documents. 

Grafton Street is Dublin's principal shopping street. It is a pedestrian area where 

buskers, including musicians and poets, usually perform to visitors and tourists. 

Temple Bar is the cultural district of the capital. Here there are pubs, restaurants, and 

shops. The area has a lively nightlife that is very popular with tourists and students 

from all over the world. 

     

The Climate 

May to mid September is by far the warmest and generally the dryer time of year. In 

summer, temperatures generally fall in a range of 15°C to 20°C, but sometimes they 

can reach up to 25°C or even higher. Winter days can be drizzly, cold and short (the 

sun sets at around 4 pm), but because of the Gulf Stream, the temperature seldom falls 

below freezing, averaging about 7°C. Snow is quite unusual, but more common on the 

mountainous regions of Ireland. Rain falls throughout the year, and the weather in 

Ireland can often change very 

quickly. 

ECONOMY  

For centuries, the Irish economy 

depended heavily on agriculture, but 

now industry and services are 

dominant. During the late 1990s, 

Ireland experienced an economic 

boom pushed by its high-technology 

sector. The country's growth was 

more than double that of most other countries in the European Union, and 

unemployment fell to historically low levels. Though growth has moderated in the 

early 21st century, Ireland's economy remains one of the most vital in Europe. Exports 

and investment by foreign companies have proven key to Ireland's economic success. 



Agriculture in Ireland consists largely of the grazing of cattle and sheep. The moderate, 

moist climate favours the growing of grass and hay, and farm animals can be outside 

for most of the year because of the mild winter temperatures. About two thirds of the 

agricultural land of Ireland consists of permanent pasture. Beef, dairy products 

(especially milk), and other livestock products are most of the agricultural output. The 

leading crops include sugar beets, barley, wheat, and potatoes. Barley is the principal 

crop in terms of acreage. It is used by the brewing and distilling industries and as feed 

for farm animals. 

When Ireland was established as an independent country in 1922, forests represented 

less than 1 percent of the land area. However, due to replanting efforts since World 

War II, forests now cover almost one tenth of the land area. In 1988, the government 

established a company to manage the country's commercial forestry. 

Ireland has rich fishing grounds, particularly off the west coast. The deep-sea catch 

includes herring, whiting, and mackerel. Lobsters, crayfish, shrimp, and oysters are 

caught near the coast. 

SYMBOLS of IRELAND 

 

Shamrock 

The shamrock may be one of the most prolific.  Remember that Saint Patrick, the patron 

saint of Ireland, returned to Ireland to convert the pagan Irish to Christianity.  The 

shamrock, or 3-leaf clover, represents the holy trinity: the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you noticed the harp appearing on Irish coins?  It even graces the Guinness, a 

popular Irish beer, bottle labels. Centuries ago, the Irish were some of the most 

magnificent harp players; sought after by nobility, kings and queens. To suppress the 

Irish culture, Elizabeth I had many instruments destroyed and harpists executed.  This 

symbol of Ireland remains strong, even if the traditionally trained harpist died out long 

ago. 

 

http://www.tenontours.com/top-lists/10-facts-about-saint-patrick/
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The Claddagh 

 

The Claddagh is a traditional Irish ring given as a token of friendship or love or worn 
as a wedding ring.  The classic heart and hands motif is a symbol of loyalty, love, and 
fidelity. In Ireland, brides and grooms often exchange Claddagh rings in lieu of plain 
wedding bands. However, this ring can be worn by anyone…male or female, married 
or single…in fact, the way you wear your ring can tell its own story…the direction the 
crown faces while you wear it lets people know your romantic “status”!  

Snake 

 

There is a legend that says St. Patrick drove all the snakes out of Ireland.  In fact, there 

never were snakes on the Emerald Isle. Indeed, he encouraged pagans to become 

Christian.  The traditional sign for evil in Christianity is the snake. 

 

Celtic Cross 

 

Irish travelers love these symbols of Ireland.   In the history of St. Patrick when he 

converted the pagans, he wanted them to adopt the Christian cross.   To help the pagans, 

traditional worshipers of nature, identify with the Christian cross, he had a sun, a highly 

revered pagan symbol, incorporated into the cross. 

 

St. Brigid Cross 

1 February is St. Brigid’s Feast Day.  A contemporary of St. Patrick, St. Brigid 

converted her father to Christianity.  The crosses, woven from thrush, were created at 
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the beginning of spring to help protect a farmer’s holding.  You will notice these 

symbols of Ireland in prominent places on farms, as for example the house and barn. 

 

Celtic Knot  

 

These symbols of Ireland have no beginning and no end, like nature.  For some of them 

it is not clearly defined where they came from or what they mean, exactly.  Sometimes 

they ward off evil; sometimes they signify continuing life cycle.  Regardless, they are 

always endless. 

Leprechaun 

We couldn’t write about symbols of Ireland without a mention of the leprechaun, 

meaning sprite or fairy.  The mythical creatures are traditionally shoemakers.  If you 

catch one, you get three wishes and a pot of gold.  During your trip to Ireland, make 

sure you try to spot one.  It is like hitting the lottery, only a way more unique story to 

tell your friends. (Read more about the Mystery of Ireland’s Leprechauns here) 

MUSIC 

The harp, the bagpipes, the fiddle are very popular in the Irish tradition: Most of the 

Irish dance music was created from these instruments. 

There is also the flute, the whistle the accordion and a special drum called BODHRAN 

This is a goatskin drum used widely in Irish music and also becoming popular in other 

Celtic areas. 
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