
Hi!
We want to introduce you briefly
to the city where we come from: 

Imola.





Imola is a little town with 69.584 inhabitants. It is in the province of Bologna, located on the 

Santerno River, in Emilia-Romagna in the north of Italy. 

The town is traditionally considered the western entrance to the historical region Romagna. 

Imola mayor is Daniele Manca. Small towns in the surroundings of Imola are Borgo Tossignano, 

Castel Guelfo, Castel San Pietro Terme, Casalfiumanese, Castel del Rio, Dozza, Fontanelice, 

Medicina, Mordano.



HISTORY
Imola is an ancient Roman town; at the 

very beginning it was called 
Forum Corneli.

It is situated in a densely populated area.
The plan of the city is a clear reminder of 
the typical pattern of the ancient Roman 
towns. After the decline of the Roman 

Empire and the Longobard invasions, the 
town worked for an economic recovery and 

its reorganization. But it had to fight 
against the domination of Bologna,  Faenza 

and Ravenna.



Between the 1300 and 1500 Imola is 
governed by three different powerful

families: Alidosi, Manfredi and Visconti.

In the following period many urban 
modifications were made and numerous 
building were built : Piazza Maggiore 
was expanded and enriched with the 

construction of Palazzo Riario Sforza, 
today known as Palazzo Sersanti. The 

Rocca fortress was adapted to satisfy the 
military needs, the walls of the town were 

completed and the entry doors defined.



In 1502 Leonardo da Vinci, who came to Imola
in the wake of the victorious troops of Cesare 
Borgia, was commissioned to design a plant of 
Imola to study the defensive structures that will 

remain beautiful and unique.

From 1504 until the unification of Italy, except in 
the Napoleonic period, Imola is part of the Papal 
States. Under the government of the church, the 

city changes its look.

Thanks to the great 18 century works: the 
architects Domenico Trifogli and  Cosimo

Morelli will give to churches and palaces of 
Imola an elegant aristocratic style and they will 

also intervene on the urban system.



Andrea Costa was elected first socialist deputy in 
1882, and after a few years the city gets its first 

socialist administration.
The development of mutual association and 

cooperative leads to development of council housing 
and to the foundation of the “Cooperativa

Ceramica”, among the oldest in Italy. In a changed 
political scenery in the '30s, it is worthy to mention 

the construction of large sanatoriums in the hills 
surrounding the city, along with the large psychiatric 

hospitals for which the town was known.  



During the second World War Imola
participates intensely to the fight for

liberation and was honoured with the gold 
medal “al valore”. 

Since the '50s the city has expanded with the 
construction of the suburbs and the industrial 
area, reflecting a progressive change in the 

city's economy switching from mainly
agricultural, to industrial town.



OUR FREE 

TIME

Imola allows many different
opportunities and activities both for 
the young and adults. For exemple, 

there are social centers, where
citizens of all ages can have

activities to spend their spare time. 
There are several sports facilities as
football grounds, swimming pools 
and gyms. There are many sports

associations and some of them take 
part in national and international

competitions.



ROCCA

“La Rocca Sforzesca” of Imola dates 
back to the 13th century. It is a good 
example of medieval and 
Renaissance fortress. 

From the middle ages it still retains 
the Dungeon, the part on the ground 
floor and a balcony.



Between 1472 and 1484 it was 
remodeled to satisfy the modern need 
to defense against fire weapons. It 
was done at the behest of the Sforzas
from Milan as they were ruling the 
town. A residential building was 
added, the “Palazzetto del Paradiso”. 

Between te 16th and the 20th centuries 
it was also used as a prison. The 
ROCCA hosted Niccolò Machiavelli, 
Caterina Sforza, Cesare Borgia and 
Leonardo Da Vinci. 

It was opened to the public in 1973, 
and now you can admire a collection 
of ceramics and weapons.



Piazza Matteotti

The square view is especially due to the 
urban development promoted by Girolamo
Riario who took possession of the city in 
1474. On June 13, 1928 a monument was 
added right in the middle to commemorate 
the soldiers who died during the first world 
war. This obelisk was removed and placed 
in another location at the beginning of the 
21st century, when the square was renovated 
was again an area for the city market. Along 
with Piazza Caduti della Libertà and Piazza 
Gramsci, was and still is in fact the 
commercial heart of the town. 

Facing the square there is Palazzo della
Signoria (now Palazzo Said) which is even 
today among the most beautiful Renaissance 
buildings in the region.



Palazzo Tozzoni

Palazzo Tozzoni is an ancient palace of Imola, 
belonging to the Tozzoni family. They donated 
it to the city in 1978, by Sofia Serristori
Tozzoni. In 1981 it was turned into a Museum. 
The Palace still has furniture, furnishings and 
mementos of the family to which it belonged. 
The most important rooms are the "red Salon", 
which includes the picture gallery with 
portraits of the Tozzoni, the "room of the 
alcove", characterized by the Rococo style and 
the "living room", named after Pope Benedict 
XIV. The library, rich in ancient books, and the 
family archives are located on the ground floor. 
The collection of paintings includes 
approximately 170 paintings, works mostly by 
the artists Balfour or Rahman. The oldest date 
back to the 16th century



Palazzo Sersanti

Palazzo Sersanti was built in 1480 
by Giorgio Fiorentino and 
commissioned by Girolamo Riario, 
nephew of Pope Sixtus V and Lord 
of Imola. Over the centuries the 
Palace has been used for many 
purposes, including the rather weird 
breeding of silkworms. Today the 
property is owned by the 
Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio di 
Imola. It has been carefully 
restored and revitalized and it 
houses the collection of art Macias.



Casa del Fascio

In the very centre of the town, in 1933 the 
architect Adriano Marabini, a pupil of 
Edoardo Collamarini, built the Casa del 
Fascio, with Torre Littoria which stands on 
the via Emilia. Brick walls and decoration 
in relief with an inscription of the tenth 
Legion, “la fascista Bolognese”. On either 
side of the entrance there are two pillars 
decorated with bas-reliefs by Amleto
Beghelli. On the portal there is a plaque 
with part of a speech given by Mussolini in 
1936. It was placed there on the occasion 
of the proclamation of the Empire.



AUTODROMO ENZO E DINO FERRARI



Imola circuit is called 
“Enzo and Dino 

racetrack”. It’s named 
after Enzo Ferrari and his 

son Dino who died 
precociously in the 50s.

In 1946 Imola
municipality decided to 
build a road to join the 
two sides separated by 

the river Santerno.
Alfredo Campagnoli, a 

surveyor, gave the idea to 
create a racetrack.

IMOLA’S RACETRACK



In 1947 Enzo Ferrari, founder 
of the famous “FERRARI” 

showed interest in this project 
of the racetrack, so he came to 

Imola and contributed to its 
construction.

It actually started for 
motorcycle races then it also 
hosted the Formula 1 Gran 
Prix from 1980 to 2006. On 

14th September 1980 it hosted 
its first Formula 1 race, valid 
for the word championship.



Here on 1st May 1994 
Ayrton Senna died, 

aged 34, after an 
accident in the 

“Tamburello”. After 
this dramatic event it 

was decided to change 
some parts of the track 
because it was thought 
to be unsafe. The track 

is in a park called 
“Acque Minerali” 
where nowadays a 

monument dedicated to 
Ayrton is standing.



After being closed for some years, the track was 
reopened in 2008. Since 30th June 2013 the circuit 

has hosted a museum called “Checco Costa” 
where pictures, documents and vehicles  are 

exhibited. 
On 9th July 2015 it hosted the AC/DC concert 

with 92.000 spectators. Some more concerts with 
famous singers to come.

It is also the location of second hand markets for 
vehicles and spare parts.



THE END


