
TURKEY 

GEOGRAPHY 

Climate, vegetation and geography 

Turkey is a Eurasian country situated in a geostrategic location, in the 
Anatolian Peninsula at the crossroad between Europe and Asia. It is 
bordered by the countries of Bulgaria to the north, Georgia, Armenia, Iran 
and Azerbaijan to the east, Iraq and Syria to the south and Greece to the west. 
It has some coastline on three sides: to the north the Black Sea, to the west 
by the Aegean Sea and to the south by the Mediterranean Sea. Thanks to its 
proximity to the sea, Turkey has a Mediterranean and an Oceanic climate 
near the coastal areas: the summers are hot and warm, and the winters are 
mild, sometimes wet, with moderate rainfall. An exceptional case is the 
Turkish Black Sea coast that receives the greatest amount of precipitation in 
all the area throughout the year. The vegetation is mainly of deciduous 
forests and Mediterranean scrub. Instead, the interior regions have an 
extreme Continental climate with sharply contrasting seasons. 
Temperatures of -30 or -40 ºC can occur in the hardest winter. On the other 
hand, the summers are really hot and dry. The central area is mainly 
composed by a huge plateau located between the Köroğlu, the Pontic and the 
Taurus Mountains ranges with its highest mountain named Ararat (5165 
meters). Here (in the steppe) the vegetation is of lichens and mosses.  
 

Natural landscape 

Turkey also has a rich natural landscape, such as the Taurus Mountains and 
the Anatolian plateau, with natural wonders, unique in the world, as the rock 
formations of Cappadocia: Uchisar is a village that is definitely worth seeing, 
with a fascinating castle carved into the rock with a breathtaking view over 
the valleys. Along the road to reach Uchisar you can see the rock formations 
in the shape of a cone, called the fairy chimneys and the volcano Mount Argeo, 
the limestone terraces of Pamukkale, the scenic Lake Van with its volcanic 
peaks and Mount Arat, where landed the ark of Noah. In Anatolia the town 
of Harran is said to be one of the places on earth with the most ancient 
settlements and seems to have been inhabited by Abraham. But one of the 
most beautiful cities in the area and not to be missed is Mardin with its 
honey-colored houses and a castle overlooking the plains of Mesopotamia. 

 
 



TURKISH ECONOMY 

The Turkish economy has expanded significantly in recent years. The 
International Monetary Fund ranks Turkey among the more developed 
countries of world. The country is a founding member of the OECD (1961 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development) and G20 (1999). 
 

The number of factories are increasing as for the assembly of cars (Fiat, 
Renault, Ford, Toyota, Mercedes, etc.), machine tools and the processing 
sector. However, more than half of the active population is still working in 
agriculture; the cultivation of grain, potatoes, vegetables, cotton, fruit, olive, 
sunflower, tobacco, and sugar beets are particularly developed. Sheep, cattle 
and goats graze on the vast highlands of Anatolia; wool sheep are bred for 
the manufacture of carpets.  
Tourism is in constant and progressive increase.  
Turkey is also rich in raw materials (coal, lignite, copper, bauxite, boron, 
chromium). In Turkey, the steel industry produces 32.6 million tons of cast 
iron, of steel 12.3, 3.1 metallurgical coal, and foundry copper, lead, zinc, 
cadmium and aluminum. The engineering industry is responsible for the 
assembly of cars and commercial vehicles as well as aircraft. There are  plants 
for railway construction and shipbuilding in Izmir (Smyrna) and Istanbul. 
 

The textile sector is highly developed, with wool and cotton mills spread 
throughout the country and a good presence of synthetic fibers, silk weaving 
and the manufacture of carpets. Turkey is also a major producer of wool in 
Europe. 
The cement industry with 31.2 million tons ensure flat domestic demand. 
Turkey is famous for its beautiful, pure marble Afyon and Usak.  
Of some significance the paper industry, that of glass, the tanning industry 
that provides the raw material to a developed handicraft sector for pottery, 
characteristic of the culture. 

 
CITIES 

 

Ankara 

Ankara is the capital of Turkey with a population of over 4.4 million 
inhabitants, is the second Turkish city after Istanbul. The city extends on the 
Anatolian plateau 938 meters above the sea level. It is the seat of the Turkish 
parliament and government. 
Ankara's foundation dates back to the Bronze Age, after 395 the city was part 



of the 'Eastern Roman Empire, and became an important Byzantine 
settlement. 
It is strategically located in the middle of the country; it serves as a 
crossroads for the national motorway and rail networks and it is an 
important commercial and industrial center especially regarding the 
agricultural sector. The city is one of the driest places of Turkey because of 
its location surrounded by steppes and because of the continental climate 
with its cold and snowy winters, hot and dry summers. The rainfalls are 
concentrated in spring and the autumn. 
In the past, the city became famous for Angora goats, from which we get the 
precious mohair wool. 
The Atakule Tower, is a famous attraction of Ankara, is the tallest structure 
of the city, with a mall placed in its groundfloor.  
It is located in the Turkish capital also The Anıtkabir, which is the 
mausoleum of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, founder and first president of 
modern Turkey. Apart from being a mausoleum, it is also a museum, with 
many objects dating back before or at the time of the founding of the republic. 
The museum traces the history of the Turkish country. It is an important 
tourist place where also ceremonies are held. 
Ankara is also known, in Turkey, for the multitude of universities that it hosts.  
 

Istanbul  
Istanbul is a city full of charm and mystery, a metropolis that extends 
between the European continent and Asia, divided by the suggestive 
Bosphorus Strait.  
What was once the famous capital of the Western Roman Empire, now it's 
the economic capital of Turkey. This city has more than 13000000 
inhabitants, in fact it is the most populated city in Europe. 
The climate of Istanbul is tempered: winter is cold and wet, and it is 
characterized by alternating periods of mild and rainy periods and rather 
harsh and snowy; summer is hot and very humid, while spring and autumn 
are mild and agreable. Istanbul is characterized especially by strong winds 
such as the Poyrazed and the Lodos. 
In recent years, the city has been the subject of several terrorist attacks, as 
for the Taksim Square massacre occurred in 1977, and the attacks of 1999, 
2003 and 2008.  
Almost the entire population of this city is Muslim, but there are also other 
religious communities. 
One of the most important attractions of Istanbul is the Blue Mosque: his 
name comes from the 21,043 ceramic tiles turquoise inserted in the walls and 



in the dome, in fact the turquoise is the dominant color in the temple. This 
mosque dates back to the seventeenth century and between the years 1953-
1976 it was printed on 500 banknotes lire. 
Another important monument of this very famous city is the Topkapı Palace 
(which literally means "Gate of the Cannon"). It is located on the Seraglio 
promontory between the Golden Horn and the Sea of Marmara. The Topkapi 
Palace was built in 1453 following the conquest of Constantinople by 
Mohammed. 
Even the Grand Bazaar is a major tourist attraction; it is always busy for the 
entire opening hours. There you can find all kinds of spices, textiles and 
sweets, and very many handcraft shops. The Bazaar is open every day, except 
Sundays and Islamic religious holidays.  
 

 

Izmir 

Izmir is a large metropolis in the western extremity of Anatolia and the third 
most populated city in Turkey. İzmir's metropolitan area extends along the 
outlying waters of the Gulf of İzmir and inland to the north across Gediz 
River's delta, to the east along an alluvial plain created by several small 
streams and to a slightly more rugged terrain in the south. It has a population 
of 3,401,994 inhabitants. İzmir has a Mediterranean climate, which is 
characterized by long, hot and dry summers; and mild to cool, rainy winters.  
The main sights of Izmir are: 

*The İzmir Basmane Terminal is one of the two main railway stations in Izmir, 
the other station is Alsancak, which dates back to the nineteenth century. 

*The Clock Tower, is a beautiful marble tower, which is in the middle of the 
Konak district, standing 25 m in height. It was designed by Levantine French 
architect Raymond Charles Père in 1901 for the commemoration of the 25th 
anniversary of the crowning of Abdülhamid II to the Ottoman throne in 1876. 
The clock was given as a gift by the German Kaiser Wilhelm II, a political ally 
of Abdülhamid II. The tower features four fountains, which are placed 
around the base in a circular pattern, and the columns are inspired by North 
African themes. 

*Buca Gölet (literally Pond of Buca) is an artificial lake and a recreation 
center around the lake. 
 

 
 
 



ATTRACTIONS (what to visit in Turkey) 

 

Cities and archaeological sites 

Turkey has become one of the most visited countries in the world by tourists 
for its seaside resorts along the Aegean Sea as Kusadasi, Marmaris and 
Bodrum and along the Mediterranean sea as Antalya, Finke, Fethiye, 
Anamur, Silifke and Alany. 
The country is also renowned for its archaeological sites. Turkey was the 
birthplace of the Hittite civilization, but Turkey is also well known for  the 
city of Troy, the Greek and Roman cities along the coast of the Aegean Sea: 
Ephesus, Pergamon, Halicarnassus, Didyma, Magnesia, Miletus and Priene. 
Along the southern coast of Turkey, the one that overlooks the 
Mediterranean Sea there are other ancient Greek-Roman cities with 
fascinating archaeological sites: Xanthos, Aspendos, Perge, Termessos and 
Myra. 
 

 

Statues , monuments and Mosques 

In Anatolia, there are the fascinating temple statues of King Antiochus I of 
Commagene on top of Nemrut Dagi, World Heritage Site of UNESCO. 
Byzantine art reached its peak with the basilica “Santa Sofia” in Istanbul. 
This art is also visible in many places in Turkey as in the churches of 
Binbirkilise in the province of Karaman, in the remains of the city Nicaea, in 
the walls of Diyarbakir, in the churches of Trebizond and the rock churches 
of Cappadocia near Goreme, situated in a unique landscape which is another 
world heritage site of UNESCO. 
The Selgiudiche domination, the medieval Muslim empire, which occupied 
Anatolia, has left the palaces and mosques of Konya and Sivas. 
The Ottoman Empire, Turkish Empire which lasted from 1299 to 1922, 
instead has left testimonies in almost every Turkish city. The most important 
is the Suleymaniye (Solimano) Mosque and the Blue Mosque, Topkapi Palace 
and the Sehzade Mosque, and cities as Edirne with Semiliye Mosque, the 
Great Mosque and hospital of Divrigi, the mosques of the city of Brusa, the 
buildings of the city of Safranbolu. 
Of Ottoman traditions, we still have plenty of buildings, bazaars and 
bathrooms that are part of the Turkish lifestyle. 
 

Efeso 

It was a rich and important commercial center and from 29 BC was the 
capital of the Roman province of Asia. Among the ruins, which make it one 



of the most famous archaeological sites, the Library of Celsus and the largest 
building of the ancient world: the Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven 
Wonders of the World, finally rezed on the ground in 401 by order of 
Giovanni Crisostomo, Archbishop of Constantinople. Ephesus was the third 
most powerful city of the ancient world after Rome and Alexandria. 
 

 

Pamukkale 

Pamukkale, meaning "cotton castle" in Turkish, is a natural site in Denizli 
Province in southwestern Turkey. The city contains hot springs and terraces 
of carbonate minerals left by the flowing water. It is located in Turkey's Inner 
Aegean region, in the River Menderes valley, which has a temperate climate 
for most of the year. 
 

Tourism is and has been a major industry. People have bathed in its pools for 
thousands of years. As recently as the mid-20th century, hotels were built 
over the ruins of Hierapolis, causing considerable damage. A road was built 
from the valley over the terraces, and motor bikes were allowed to go up and 
down the slopes. When the area was declared a World Heritage Site, the 
hotels were demolished and the road removed and replaced with artificial 
pools. Wearing shoes in the water is prohibited to protect the deposits. 
 

Topkapi Palace 

Topkapi Palace was built in 1453 after the conquest of Constantinople by 
Mohammed the Conqueror, who lived there until his death, but the palace 
was lived by at least 26 of the 36 sultans of the Ottoman Empire 

 
HISTORY OF TURKEY 

The landmass that is now Turkey, had been a cradle to a wide variety of 
civilizations and kingdoms in ancient times. The Seljuk Turks were the first 
Turkish power to arrive in the 11th century as conquerors, who proceeded to  
conquer the  Byzantine Empire with its Greek population and heritage. 
Their Turkish successors, who founded the Ottoman Empire, began as a 
small tribe who would come to dominate the region for the next 600 years. 
Its first capital was in Bursa in 1326 and then under Sultan Mehmed II the 
Ottomans would conquer Constantinople, one of the strongold of the 
Byzantine Empire.  Between 19th and the 20th centuries the Ottoman empire 
began to lose many countries as Algeria and Tunisia, Greece, Egypt, Libya 
and the Balkans. In World War I Turkey entered the war on the side of the 
Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary) and was defeated. On October 



30th 1918, the Mondros Armistice was signed followed by the Treaty of Sèvres 
on August 10th 1920. These papers were an attempt to break up the Ottoman 
Empire and force large concessions on Turkey in favour of its rival Greece 
who had fought against the Germans. Greece, France and Italy were awarded 
parts of the coast of Minor Asia. The city of Izmir with its large Greek 
population, was awarded to Greece. The Greek army took it over on and 
caused the War of Independence. A nationalist movement led by Mustafa 
Kemal, rejected the Sèvres treaty  and organized an army, which repel Greece 
from Turkey. The country was liberated in 1923, establishing the new 
borders of Turkey. On October 29th 1923 The Republic of Turkey was 
proclaimed and Mustafa Kemal, later taking the last name Atatürk (that 
means the father of Turks), would be its first president. Nowadays there are 
many monuments and an airpoirt around this country that honors him. 
 

Atatürk  
In March 1924, the National Assembly abolished the ministry of sacred law, 
all schools were placed under the ministry of education and a new 
constitution was approved, so there was a steady process of secular 
westernization, guided by Mustafa Kemal. Atatürk's successor after his death 
on November 10th 1938 was Ismet Inönü. When all its western neighbours 
were under Axis occupation during World War II, Turkey signed a peace 
treaty with Germany and officially remained neutral until near the end of war. 
In 1945, Turkey joined the UN, and in February 1945, it declared war on 
Germany and Japan. This was largely symbolic; in fact,   Turkish troops were 
not engaged in battle. Turkey joined the NATO in 1952. 
 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION SYSTEM 

 

In Turkey the compulsory education starts at the age of 6, but the Nursery 
school accepts children from 5 to 7 years old. However, women prefer to take 
care of their children themselves, mainly because not many of them work. 
The Elementary school lasts five years and at the age of 12 pupils attend 
Middle school up to the age of 15. At that age, pupils have to choose High 
school, which can be different in subjects and learning objectives. High 
school is usually of 4 years, but also 5 for some specific Lycées. Then pupils 
can decide to either leave the school or to continue studying at University. 
This may last 5 or 7 years.  



School days are five (from Monday to Friday) for a total amount of 35 lessons 
per week. Each lesson is 45 minutes and there's a little break at the end of 
each hour. Tattoos, piercing and colorful hair are forbidden by many strict 
rules, but it's compulsory to wear the uniform. In Turkey, the school year 
starts at the end of September later then 
us due to the Ramadan month. There 
are other holidays in February and in 
Summer (3 months). Students are 
normally evaluated on a point system 
from 0 to 100, but on the school report 
the marks are from 1 to 5 (that is the best 
one). 
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