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LICEO “RAMBALDI – VALERIANI – ALESSANDRO DA IMOLA” 

 

     

 

 

 

 

Within the activities of this project, on the occasion of the “E4Youth-day” we 

organized several lessons (eight lessons - two lessons per day – February 

and March 2015) in English for the pupils of the nearby Scuola Media 

“Innocenzo da Imola” (Middle school for children 11 to 13/14) after having 

agreed with their teachers of Italian, Geography and English. 

The main aims were: 

- Have the pupils organize and work together on specific purposes 

- Help the pupils in getting aware of their competences 

- Improve pupils’ knowledge about Europe 

- Improve the pupils’ level of English 

Our pupils had to prepare the lessons and their presentations in small 

groups to get ready to become “teachers” to younger pupils. The topics we 

agreed on were: 

1. The presentation of the project “E4U” as a multilateral partnership 

of European Schools; 

2. The presentation of some Countries represented in the project; 

3. Some information about the European Union. 

CLIL LESSONS 
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Our groups of young pupils-teachers gathered the materials and decided 

how to present the content and they rehearsed their presentation in their 

own classes in order to see how confident they could feel in teaching and 

using English as the language to communicate. Then their prepared also 

some activities in order to have a more interactive lessons.  

Part of their preparation was done at home because they realized they 

needed quite a long time, which they did not have at school. During the 

rehearsing time both their teacher and classmates gave suggestions how to 

improve their presentation. 

Just before the lessons they were going to give as teachers, they felt rather 

excited and a bit doubtful for the reaction of the younger pupils and they 

were not so sure to handle the activities properly. They had managed to get 

their classmates’ approval, but they wondered what the younger pupils 

would be like and how they would accept the lessons they had prepared. 

They also knew teachers would be in the classroom even if just as controllers 

for the discipline. 

The experiment has been successful both for the young pupils of the middle 

Schools and their pupil-teachers.  

Most of our pupils were extremely good at getting the younger pupils 

involved, they managed to get their attention and to make the younger ones 

say things in English. Our pupils were satisfied for the results of this 

experience and they were rewarded by the welcome of the younger pupils 

and the positive comments of the teachers. 

The material was given to the teachers of the Scuola Media as they have 

used it during their lessons too. 

In the following pages the content our pupils gathered, selected and studied 

to prepare their lessons. They also prepared power point presentations 

which they used during the lessons to attract the younger pupils’ attention 

to what they were saying. 
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TURKEY 

 

Climate, vegetation and geography 

Turkey is a Eurasian country situated in a geostrategic location, 
in the Anatolian Peninsula at the crossroad between Europe and 
Asia. It is bordered by the countries of Bulgaria to the north, 
Georgia, Armenia, 
Iran and Azerbaijan 
to the east, Iraq and 
Syria to the south and 
Greece to the west. It 
has some coastline on 
three sides: to the 
north the Black Sea, 
to the west by the 
Aegean Sea and to 
the south by the 
Mediterranean Sea. 
Thanks to its 
proximity to the sea, Turkey has a Mediterranean and an 
Oceanic climate near the coastal areas: the summers are hot and 
warm, and the winters are mild, sometimes wet, with moderate 
rainfall. An exceptional case is the Turkish Black Sea coast that 
receives the greatest amount of precipitation in all the area 
throughout the year. The vegetation is mainly of deciduous 
forests and Mediterranean scrub. Instead, the interior regions 
have an extreme Continental climate with sharply contrasting 
seasons. Temperatures of -30 or -40 ºC can occur in the hardest 
winter. On the other hand, the summers are really hot and dry. 
The central area is mainly composed by a huge plateau located 
between the Köroğlu, the Pontic and the Taurus Mountains 
ranges with its highest mountain named Ararat (5165 meters). 
Here (in the steppe) the vegetation is of lichens and mosses.  
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Natural landscape 

Turkey also has a rich natural landscape, such as the Taurus 
Mountains and the Anatolian plateau, with natural wonders, 
unique in the world, as the rock formations of Cappadocia: 
Uchisar is a village that is definitely worth seeing, with a 
fascinating castle carved into the rock with a breathtaking view 
over the valleys. Along the road to reach Uchisar you can see the 
rock formations in the shape of a cone, called the fairy chimneys 
and the volcano Mount Argeo, the limestone terraces of 
Pamukkale, the scenic Lake Van with its volcanic peaks and 
Mount Arat, where landed the ark of Noah. In Anatolia the town 
of Harran is said to be one of the places on earth with the most 
ancient settlements and seems to have been inhabited by 
Abraham. But one of the most beautiful cities in the area and not 
to be missed is Mardin with its honey-colored houses and a 
castle overlooking the plains of Mesopotamia. 
 

TURKISH ECONOMY 
The Turkish economy has expanded significantly in recent 
years. The International Monetary Fund ranks Turkey among 
the more developed countries of world. The country is a 
founding member of the OECD (1961 Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development) and G20 (1999). 
The number of factories are increasing as for the assembly of 
cars (Fiat, Renault, Ford, Toyota, Mercedes, etc.), machine tools 
and the processing sector. However, more than half of the active 
population is still working in agriculture; the cultivation of 
grain, potatoes, vegetables, cotton, fruit, olive, sunflower, 
tobacco, and sugar beets are particularly developed. Sheep, 
cattle and goats graze on the vast highlands of Anatolia; wool 
sheep are bred for the manufacture of carpets.  
Tourism is in constant and progressive increase.  
Turkey is also rich in raw materials (coal, lignite, copper, 
bauxite, boron, chromium). In Turkey, the steel industry 
produces 32.6 million tons of cast iron, of steel 12.3, 3.1 
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metallurgical coal, and foundry copper, lead, zinc, cadmium and 
aluminum. The engineering industry is responsible for the 
assembly of cars and commercial vehicles as well as aircraft. 
There are  plants for railway construction and shipbuilding in 
Izmir (Smyrna) and Istanbul. 
The textile sector is highly developed, with wool and cotton mills 
spread throughout the country and a good presence of synthetic 
fibers, silk weaving and the manufacture of carpets. Turkey is 
also a major producer of wool in Europe. 
The cement industry with 31.2 million tons ensure flat domestic 
demand. 
Turkey is famous for its beautiful, pure marble Afyon and Usak.  
Of some significance the paper industry, that of glass, the 
tanning industry that provides the raw material to a developed 
handicraft sector for pottery, characteristic of the culture. 

 
CITIES 

Ankara 

Ankara is the capital of Turkey with a population of over 4.4 
million inhabitants, is the second Turkish city after Istanbul. 
The city extends on the Anatolian plateau 938 meters above the 
sea level. It is the seat of the Turkish parliament and 
government. 
Ankara's foundation dates back to the Bronze Age, after 395 the 
city was part of the 'Eastern Roman Empire, and became an 
important Byzantine settlement. 
It is strategically located in the middle of the country; it serves 
as a crossroads for the national motorway and rail networks and 
it is an important commercial and industrial center especially 
regarding the agricultural sector. The city is one of the driest 
places of Turkey because of its location surrounded by steppes 
and because of the continental climate with its cold and snowy 
winters, hot and dry summers. The rainfalls are concentrated in 
spring and the autumn. 
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In the past, the city became famous for Angora goats, from 
which we get the precious mohair wool. 
The Atakule Tower, is a famous attraction of Ankara, is the 
tallest structure of the city, with a mall placed in its groundfloor.  
It is located in the Turkish capital also The Anıtkabir, which is 
the mausoleum of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, founder and first 
president of modern Turkey. Apart from being a mausoleum, it 
is also a museum, with many objects dating back before or at the 
time of the founding of the republic. The museum traces the 
history of the Turkish country. It is an important tourist place 
where also ceremonies are held. 
Ankara is also known, in Turkey, for the multitude of 
universities that it hosts.  
 

Istanbul  
Istanbul is a city full of charm and mystery, a metropolis that 
extends between the European continent and Asia, divided by 
the suggestive Bosphorus Strait.  
What was once the famous capital of the Western Roman 
Empire, now it's the economic capital of Turkey. This city has 
more than 13000000 inhabitants, in fact it is the most 
populated city in Europe. 
The climate of Istanbul is tempered: winter is cold and wet, and 
it is characterized by alternating periods of mild and rainy 
periods and rather harsh and snowy; summer is hot and very 
humid, while spring and autumn are mild and agreable. Istanbul 
is characterized especially by strong winds such as the Poyrazed 
and the Lodos. 
In recent years, the city has been the subject of several terrorist 
attacks, as for the Taksim Square massacre occurred in 1977, 
and the attacks of 1999, 2003 and 2008.  
Almost the entire population of this city is Muslim, but there are 
also other religious communities. 
One of the most important attractions of Istanbul is the Blue 
Mosque: his name comes from the 21,043 ceramic tiles 
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turquoise inserted in the walls and in the dome, in fact the 
turquoise is the dominant color in the temple. This mosque 
dates back to the seventeenth century and between the years 
1953-1976 it was printed on 500 banknotes lire. 
Another important monument of this very famous city is the 
Topkapı Palace (which literally means "Gate of the Cannon"). It 
is located on the Seraglio promontory between the Golden Horn 
and the Sea of Marmara. The Topkapi Palace was built in 1453 
following the conquest of Constantinople by Mohammed. 
Even the Grand Bazaar is a major tourist attraction; it is always 
busy for the entire opening hours. There you can find all kinds 
of spices, textiles and sweets, and very many handcraft shops. 
The Bazaar is open every day, except Sundays and Islamic 
religious holidays.  
 

Izmir 

Izmir is a large metropolis in the western extremity of Anatolia 
and the third most populated city in Turkey. İzmir's 
metropolitan area extends along the outlying waters of the Gulf 
of İzmir and inland to the north across Gediz River's delta, to the 
east along an alluvial plain created by several small streams and 
to a slightly more rugged terrain in the south. It has a population 
of 3,401,994 inhabitants. İzmir has a Mediterranean climate, 
which is characterized by long, hot and dry summers; and mild 
to cool, rainy winters.  
The main sights of Izmir are: 

*The İzmir Basmane Terminal is one of the two main railway 
stations in Izmir, the other station is Alsancak, which dates back 
to the nineteenth century. 

*The Clock Tower, is a beautiful marble tower, which is in the 
middle of the Konak district, standing 25 m in height. It was 
designed by Levantine French architect Raymond Charles Père 
in 1901 for the commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the 
crowning of Abdülhamid II to the Ottoman throne in 1876. The 
clock was given as a gift by the German Kaiser Wilhelm II, a 
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political ally of Abdülhamid II. The tower features four 
fountains, which are placed around the base in a circular 
pattern, and the columns are inspired by North African themes. 

*Buca Gölet (literally Pond of Buca) is an artificial lake and a 
recreation center around the lake. 
 

ATTRACTIONS 
(what to visit in Turkey) 

 

Cities and archaeological sites 

Turkey has become one of the most visited countries in the 
world by tourists for its seaside resorts along the Aegean Sea as 
Kusadasi, Marmaris and Bodrum and along the Mediterranean 
sea as Antalya, Finke, Fethiye, Anamur, Silifke and Alany. 
The country is also renowned for its archaeological sites. Turkey 
was the birthplace of the Hittite civilization, but Turkey is also 
well known for  the city of Troy, the Greek and Roman cities 
along the coast of the Aegean Sea: Ephesus, Pergamon, 
Halicarnassus, Didyma, Magnesia, Miletus and Priene. 
Along the southern coast of Turkey, the one that overlooks the 
Mediterranean Sea there are other ancient Greek-Roman cities 
with fascinating archaeological sites: Xanthos, Aspendos, Perge, 
Termessos and Myra. 
 

Statues, monuments and Mosques 

In Anatolia, there are the fascinating temple statues of King 
Antiochus I of Commagene on top of Nemrut Dagi, World 
Heritage Site of UNESCO. 
Byzantine art reached its peak with the basilica “Santa Sofia” in 
Istanbul. This art is also visible in many places in Turkey as in 
the churches of Binbirkilise in the province of Karaman, in the 
remains of the city Nicaea, in the walls of Diyarbakir, in the 
churches of Trebizond and the rock churches of Cappadocia near 
Goreme, situated in a unique landscape which is another world 
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heritage site of UNESCO. 
The Selgiudiche domination, the medieval Muslim empire, 
which occupied Anatolia, has left the palaces and mosques of 
Konya and Sivas. 
The Ottoman Empire, Turkish Empire which lasted from 1299 
to 1922, instead has left testimonies in almost every Turkish city. 
The most important is the Suleymaniye (Solimano) Mosque and 
the Blue Mosque, Topkapi Palace and the Sehzade Mosque, and 
cities as Edirne with Semiliye Mosque, the Great Mosque and 
hospital of Divrigi, the mosques of the city of Brusa, the 
buildings of the city of Safranbolu. 
Of Ottoman traditions, we still have plenty of buildings, bazaars 
and bathrooms that are part of the Turkish lifestyle. 

 
Efeso 

It was a rich and important commercial center and from 29 BC 
was the capital of the Roman province of Asia. Among the ruins, 
which make it one of the most famous archaeological sites, the 
Library of Celsus and the largest building of the ancient world: 
the Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the World, 
finally rezed on the ground in 401 by order of Giovanni 
Crisostomo, Archbishop of Constantinople. Ephesus was the 
third most powerful city of the ancient world after Rome and 
Alexandria. 
 

Pamukkale 

Pamukkale, meaning "cotton castle" in Turkish, is a natural site 
in Denizli Province in southwestern Turkey. The city contains 
hot springs and terraces of carbonate minerals left by the 
flowing water. It is located in Turkey's Inner Aegean region, in 
the River Menderes valley, which has a temperate climate for 
most of the year. 
Tourism is and has been a major industry. People have bathed 
in its pools for thousands of years. As recently as the mid-20th 
century, hotels were built over the ruins of Hierapolis, causing 
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considerable damage. A road was built from the valley over the 
terraces, and motor bikes were allowed to go up and down the 
slopes. When the area was declared a World Heritage Site, the 
hotels were demolished and the road removed and replaced with 
artificial pools. Wearing shoes in the water is prohibited to 
protect the deposits. 
 

Topkapi Palace 

Topkapi Palace was built in 1453 after the conquest of 
Constantinople by Mohammed the Conqueror, who lived there 
until his death, but the palace was lived by at least 26 of the 36 
sultans of the Ottoman Empire 

 

HISTORY OF TURKEY 

The landmass that is now Turkey, had been a cradle to a wide 
variety of civilizations and kingdoms in ancient times. The 
Seljuk Turks were the first Turkish power to arrive in the 11th 
century as conquerors, who proceeded to  conquer the  
Byzantine Empire with its Greek population and heritage. 
Their Turkish successors, who founded the Ottoman Empire, 
began as a small tribe who would come to dominate the region 
for the next 600 years. Its first capital was in Bursa in 1326 and 
then under Sultan Mehmed II the Ottomans would conquer 
Constantinople, one of the strongold of the Byzantine Empire.  
Between 19th and the 20th centuries the Ottoman empire began 
to lose many countries as Algeria and Tunisia, Greece, Egypt, 
Libya and the Balkans. In World War I Turkey entered the war 
on the side of the Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary) 
and was defeated. On October 30th 1918, the Mondros Armistice 
was signed followed by the Treaty of Sèvres on August 10th 
1920. These papers were an attempt to break up the Ottoman 
Empire and force large concessions on Turkey in favour of its 
rival Greece who had fought against the Germans. Greece, 
France and Italy were awarded parts of the coast of Minor Asia. 
The city of Izmir with its large Greek population, was awarded 
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to Greece. The Greek army took it over on and caused the War 
of Independence. A nationalist movement led by Mustafa 
Kemal, rejected the Sèvres treaty  and organized an army, which 
repel Greece from Turkey. The country was liberated in 1923, 
establishing the new borders of Turkey. On October 29th 1923 
The Republic of Turkey was proclaimed and Mustafa Kemal, 
later taking the last name Atatürk (that means the father of 
Turks), would be its first president. Nowadays there are many 
monuments and an airpoirt around this country that honors 
him. 
 

Atatürk  
In March 1924, the National Assembly abolished the ministry of 
sacred law, all schools were placed under the ministry of 
education and a new constitution was approved, so there was a 
steady process of secular westernization, guided by Mustafa 
Kemal. Atatürk's successor after his death on November 10th 
1938 was Ismet Inönü. When all its western neighbours were 
under Axis occupation during World War II, Turkey signed a 
peace treaty with Germany and officially remained neutral until 
near the end of war. In 1945, Turkey joined the UN, and in 
February 1945, it declared war on Germany and Japan. This was 
largely symbolic; in fact,   Turkish troops were not engaged in 
battle. Turkey joined the NATO in 1952. 
 

EDUCATION SYSTEM 

 

In Turkey the compulsory education starts at the age of 6, but 
the Nursery school accepts children from 5 to 7 years old. 
However, women prefer to take care of their children 
themselves, mainly because not many of them work. The 
Elementary school lasts five years and at the age of 12 pupils 
attend Middle school up to the age of 15. At that age, pupils have 
to choose High school, which can be different in subjects and 
learning objectives. High school is usually of 4 years, but also 5 
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for some specific Lycées. Then pupils can decide to either leave 
the school or to continue studying at University. This may last 5 
or 7 years.  
School days are five (from Monday to Friday) for a total amount 
of 35 lessons per week. Each lesson is 45 minutes and there's a 
little break at the end of each hour. Tattoos, piercing and colorful 
hair are forbidden by many strict rules, but it's compulsory to 
wear the uniform. In Turkey, the school year starts at the end of 
September later then us due to the Ramadan month. There are 
other holidays in February and in Summer (3 months). Students 
are normally evaluated on a point system from 0 to 100, but on 
the school report the marks are from 1 to 5 (that is the best one). 
 

 

Sources: 

Wikipedia 

Encyclopedia Treccani 
Everyculture 

 

 

by Giorgia and Angelica 
Form 2^ D  2014 – 2015 
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Some exercises 

                  

       

 

 1)  In the larger map, identify the 

three climatic areas  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CITIES 

Name Location Other information 

ANKARA  
 
 

 

ISTAMBUL  
 
 

 

IZMIR  
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 2) On the map, place the 

three towns 

 

 

 

3) Here below draw and colour the old Turkish flag 

 

 

 

 

4) Read the text and fill in the blanks with the words in the box 

A short text about Turkey 

Called     Raw     Larger    Founded   Asia      Portion   

Has   Conquerors         Share    Europe     Population       

Located 

 
Turkey is (1) ______________ in the Middle East; it 

is a Eurasian country with territory in both  (2) 

_____________ and  (3) ______________. About 

3 % of its territory belongs to the European region known 

as Thrace. It is separated from the Asian (4) 

_____________ of Turkey by a series of waterways 

that connect the Black Sea with the Aegean Sea. The rest 

of the country is located in Asia, mostly on the peninsula 

of Asia Minor, which is the westernmost extension of the 

continent.  
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This region is also (5) ______________ Anatolia. 

Turkey's territory is structurally complex and divided 

into five regions. All of the regions (6) 

________________ a generally mountainous terrain, 

and many large lakes and rivers appear throughout the 

country. 

The country shares borders with Bulgaria, Greece, Iraq, 

Syria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Iran, and Georgia. It also has 

coastal borders on the Black Sea, the Mediterranean Sea, 

and the Aegean Sea. With a total area of about 780,580 

square kilometers, the country is slightly (7) 

_________________ than the state of Texas. Turkey 

is administratively divided into eighty provinces. 

Turkey (8) ______________ a rich natural landscape, 

such as the Taurus Mountains and the Anatolian plateau, 

with natural wonders, unique in the world. 

The Turkish economy has expanded significantly in 

recent years. 

The number of factories is increasing as for the assembly 

of cars (Fiat, Renault, Ford, Toyota, Mercedes, etc.), 

machine tools and the processing sector. However, more 

than half of the active (9) ____________________ is 

still working in agriculture. 

 Tourism is in constant and progressive increase.  
 Turkey is also rich in (10) ____________ materials. 
 The landmass that is now Turkey had been a cradle to a   
             wide variety of civilizations and kingdoms in ancient   
             times.  The Seljuk Turks were the first Turkish    
             power to arrive in the 11th  century as  (11) _______ ,  
             who proceeded to conquer the Byzantine Empire with its  
            Greek population and heritage. 

Their Turkish successors (12)______________ the 

Ottoman Empire and they dominated for 600 years. 
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The Republic of IRELAND 
 

THE LAND 
Ireland is an island to the west 

of continental Europe. It is 

bounded to the west by the 

Atlantic Ocean and to the east 

by the Irish Sea, which 

separates it from Great Britain. 

It is mainly a lowland with a 

central plain surrounded by low 

mountains along the coast. The 

highest peak is Carrantuohill 

(1038 m) in the county of Kerry. The two important rivers in the island 

are the Shannon, the longest river in Ireland, and the Liffey, which 

flows into the Irish Sea at Dublin giving the capital an important 

harbour. 

The main cities in the republic are Dublin, the capital, Waterford, Cork 

and Galway. 

 

WHY IS IRELAND DIVIDED into two parts? 
The island is divided into two parts: the Republic of Ireland, also called 

Eire, which is an independent country and Northern Ireland, which is 

part of the UK. 

To understand why it is divided into two parts, it is necessary to go 

back to the 12th century when it became an English possession. 

In the course of the 17th century  Protestant colonists from England and 

Scotland settled in the island, mainly in the north-east. They were 

given the land, which previously belonged to the native Catholic Irish 

and owing to the religious differences they did not mix with the local 

population. The contrasts between the two communities date back 

from that period. Laws were passed which forbade the Irish to buy, 
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inherit or even rent land. Rebellions and insurrections followed, 

together with the request of independence. 

Owing to the Potato famine of the 1840s more than one million 

Catholic Irish emigrated to the America looking for a better life. This 

fact transformed the Irish question into an international problem. 

Americans of Irish origin began to support the movement for the 

independence of Ireland. In 1921, urged by international pressure, 

Britain agreed to let Southern Ireland become a free state. However, 

Northern Ireland, where two thirds of the population were Protestant 

remained part of Britain and still is today. 

 

DUBLIN 
It is a beautiful city and a popular tourist destination thanks to its fine 

architecture and its excellent pubs. 

Dublin is also the chief port in the Republic; in fact, it is situated at the 

mouth of the river Liffey, and has a population of more than one 

million people. 

The capital is well known not only for its pubs (that are about 1000) 

but also for its music and, last but not least, for its writers. 

St Patrick's Cathedral is one of Dublin's earliest Christian sites. The 

cathedral is dedicated to St Patrick, the patron Saint of Ireland who 

brought Christianity to the island in the 5th century. 

Trinity College is the oldest university in Ireland. Founded by Queen 

Elisabeth I in 1592, its library contains many ancient books and 

documents. 

Grafton Street is Dublin's principal shopping street. It is a pedestrian 

area where buskers, including musicians and poets, usually perform to 

visitors and tourists. 

Temple Bar is the cultural district of the capital. Here there are pubs, 

restaurants, and shops. The area has a lively nightlife that is very 

popular with tourists and students from all over the world. 
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The Climate 
May to mid September is by 

far the warmest and generally 

the dryer time of year. In 

summer, temperatures 

generally fall in a range of 

15°C to 20°C, but sometimes 

they can reach up to 25°C or 

even higher. Winter days can 

be drizzly, cold and short (the 

sun sets at around 4 pm), but 

because of the Gulf Stream, the temperature seldom falls below 

freezing, averaging about 7°C. Snow is quite unusual, but more 

common on the mountainous regions of Ireland. Rain falls throughout 

the year, and the weather in Ireland can often change very quickly. 

ECONOMY  
For centuries, the Irish economy depended heavily on agriculture, but 

now industry and services are dominant. During the late 1990s, Ireland 

experienced an economic boom pushed by its high-technology sector. 

The country's growth was more than double that of most other 

countries in the European Union, and unemployment fell to historically 

low levels. Though growth has moderated in the early 21st century, 

Ireland's economy remains one of the most vital in Europe. Exports 

and investment by foreign companies have proven key to Ireland's 

economic success. 

Agriculture in Ireland consists largely of the grazing of cattle and 

sheep. The moderate, moist climate favours the growing of grass and 

hay, and farm animals can be outside for most of the year because of 

the mild winter temperatures. About two thirds of the agricultural land 

of Ireland consists of permanent pasture. Beef, dairy products 

(especially milk), and other livestock products are most of the 

agricultural output. The leading crops include sugar beets, barley, 

wheat, and potatoes. Barley is the principal crop in terms of acreage. 
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It is used by the brewing and distilling industries and as feed for farm 

animals. 

When Ireland was established as an independent country in 1922, 

forests represented less than 1 percent of the land area. However, due 

to replanting efforts since World War II, forests now cover almost one 

tenth of the land area. In 1988, the government established a company 

to manage the country's commercial forestry. 

Ireland has rich fishing grounds, particularly off the west coast. The 

deep-sea catch includes herring, whiting, and mackerel. Lobsters, 

crayfish, shrimp, and oysters are caught near the coast. 

SYMBOLS of IRELAND 

 
The shamrock may be one of the most 

prolific.  Remember that Saint Patrick, the patron 

saint of Ireland, returned to Ireland to convert the 

pagan Irish to Christianity.  The shamrock, or 3-leaf clover, represents 

the holy trinity: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

 
The Harp 

Have you noticed the harp appearing on Irish 

coins?  It even graces the Guinness, a popular Irish 

beer, bottle labels. Centuries ago, the Irish were 

some of the most magnificent harp players; sought 

after by nobility, kings and queens. To suppress the 

Irish culture, Elizabeth I had many instruments 

destroyed and harpists executed.  This symbol of Ireland remains 

strong, even if the traditionally trained harpist died out long ago. 

 

http://www.tenontours.com/top-lists/10-facts-about-saint-patrick/
http://www.tenontours.com/top-lists/ireland-facts-guinness/
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The Claddagh is a traditional Irish ring given as a 

token of friendship or love or worn as a wedding 

ring.  The classic heart and hands motif is a symbol 

of loyalty, love, and fidelity. In Ireland, brides and 

grooms often exchange Claddagh rings in lieu of 

plain wedding bands. However, this ring can be worn by 

anyone…male or female, married or single…in fact, the way you wear 

your ring can tell its own story…the direction the crown faces while 

you wear it lets people know your romantic “status”!  

 
The snake - There is a legend that says St. 

Patrick drove all the snakes out of Ireland.  In fact, 

there never were snakes on the Emerald Isle. Indeed, 

he encouraged pagans to become Christian.  The 

traditional sign for evil in Christianity is the snake. 

Celtic Cross 

Irish travelers love these symbols of Ireland.   In the 

history of St. Patrick when he converted the pagans, he 

wanted them to adopt the Christian cross.   To help the 

pagans, traditional worshipers of nature, identify with 

the Christian cross, he had a sun, a highly revered pagan symbol, 

incorporated into the cross. 

 

St. Brigid Cross 

1 February is St. Brigid’s Feast Day.  A 

contemporary of St. Patrick, St. Brigid converted her 

father to Christianity.  The crosses, woven from 

thrush, were created at the beginning of spring to help protect a 

farmer’s holding.  You will notice these symbols of Ireland in 

prominent places on farms, as for example the house and barn. 

 

http://www.tenontours.com/top-lists/10-facts-about-saint-patrick/
http://www.tenontours.com/top-lists/10-facts-about-saint-patrick/
http://www.tenontours.com/top-lists/10-facts-about-saint-patrick/
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Celtic Knot 

 

These symbols of Ireland have no beginning and 

no end, like nature.  For some of them it is not 

clearly defined where they came from or what 

they mean, exactly.  Sometimes they ward off evil; sometimes they 

signify continuing life cycle.  Regardless, they are always endless. 

 

 

We couldn’t write about symbols of Ireland without 

a mention of the leprechaun, meaning sprite or 

fairy.  The mythical creatures are traditionally 

shoemakers.  If you catch one, you get three wishes 

and a pot of gold.  During your trip to Ireland, make 

sure you try to spot one.  It is like hitting the lottery, 

only a way more unique story to tell your friends.  

 

MUSIC 

The harp, the bagpipes, the fiddle are very popular in the Irish tradition: 

Most of the Irish dance music was created from these instruments. 

There is also the flute, the whistle the accordion and a special drum 

called BODHRAN This is a goatskin drum used widely in Irish music 

and also becoming popular in other Celtic areas. 

                    by Elisa and Serena  Form 2^E  2014 - 2015 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tenontours.com/tenon-news/irish-news/the-mystery-of-irelands-leprchauns/
http://www.tenontours.com/
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EXERCISES 

1) Identify and label the two 

rivers on the map:  

  - The river Shannon 

  - The river Liffey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) While watching the video 

about Dublin write down some of   

the words you understand 

 

http://degreesearch.org/blog/7-lucky-facts-about-st-patricks-day/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://degreesearch.org/blog/7-lucky-facts-about-st-patricks-day/
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3) Locate and label the following towns: 

- Waterford 

- Cork 

- Galway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Write two sentences about St. Patrick 

a. ________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

b. ________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 

5)  Complete the description of the Irish flag! Use the words in 

the box 

Tricolour     British      Peace       People       Rectangles      

1848      Centre       Flag 

 
The Republic of Ireland's (1) ___________ is made of three 

equal-sized  

(2) _________________ of orange, white, and green (this 

type of flag is called a (3) ______________. The flag is twice 

as wide as it is tall. The green side is by the flagpole. This 

flag was first used in (4)  ____________.The green colour 
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on the flag represents the native (5) _______________ of 

Ireland (most of whom are Roman Catholic). The orange 

colour represents the (6) _________________ supporters 

of William of Orange who settled in Northern Ireland in the 

17th century (most of whom are Protestant). The white in 

the (7) ______________ of the flag represents (8) 

_______________ between these two groups of people.  

 

6) Which traditional Irish musical instrument do you like? 

Why? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

 

7) Match the words with their meanings and pictures. 
 

 

a. Bodhran  

 

b. Leprecon 

 

c. Fiddle 

 

d. Stew 

 

e. Mussels 

 

f. Peak 

Any of a number 

of bivalve molluscs with a 

brown or purplish-

black shell 

A shallow one-

sided Irish drum typically 

played using a short stick 

with knobbed ends. 

A dish 

of meat and vegetables cooked slo

wly in liquid in a closed pan 

The pointed top of 

a mountain 

A green transparent 
variety of beryl: highly 
valued as a gem 

 

A violin played as 
a folk instrument 

 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/bivalve
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/mollusc
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/purple
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/black
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/shallow
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/one-sided
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/one-sided
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/Irish
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/use
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/knob
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/meat
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/vegetable
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/cook
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/liquid
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/closed
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/pointed
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/mountain
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g. Protestant 

 

h. Catholic 

 

i. Cattle 

 

j. Emerald 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A member or follower of any of 

the Western Christian Churches that 

are separate from the Roman 

Catholic Church in accordance 

with the principles of the Reformation 

Denoting or relating to the 
Roman Catholic Church 

 

 A mischievous elf, often believed 

to have a treasure hoard 

Cows and bulls kept by farmers for 

their milk or meat. A group of cattle 
is called a herd 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/member
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/follower
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/western
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/church
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/separate
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/Roman-Catholic-Church
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/Roman-Catholic-Church
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/accordance
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/accordance
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/principle
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/reformation
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=cows
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=and
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=bulls
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=kept
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=by
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=farmers
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=for
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=their
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=milk
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=or
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=meat
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=A
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=group
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=of
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=cattle
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=is
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=called
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=a
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=herd
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NORWAY 

 

 

 
 

TERRITORY 

Land 

Norway occupies the most elevated part of the Scandinavian Peninsula, which, in 

general, rises abruptly from the sea in the west and the north and slopes gradually 

downward toward the southeast. All of the area was glaciated during the last ice age. 

Norway's landforms consist mainly of eroded, rounded mountains and plateaus and 

innumerable valleys. Many of the mountains reach elevations of 4,000 to 6000 feet. 

Some of the mountainous areas are capped by snowfields and glaciers. Probably the 

most spectacular landforms are the great fjords on the jagged west and north coasts. 

Some of these rather narrow, cliff-lined arms of the sea extend great distances 

inland. 
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Water 

Lakes and streams are abundant in virtually 

all parts of Norway. Few of the lakes are of 

impressive size; the largest, Lake Mjösa, 

covers roughly 140 square miles (360 k2). 

The longest river, the Glomma, is about 370 

miles (600 km) in length. Many of 

Norwegian swiftly flowing rivers are 

invaluable sources of waterpower for 

Norway's manufacturing industries. 

Climate 

Norway lies at about the same latitude as 

Alaska and northern Russia, but its climate 

is far less severe. The warming effects of the Norwegian Current, a branch of the 

North Atlantic Current, are felt throughout the land, strongly along the southwest 

coast and less so inland, toward the north, and in the mountains. Winters are long 

and fairly cold, summers brief and cool. The southwestern coast is slightly warmer, 

the north coast somewhat colder. Most of the fjords are ice-free all year. 

Precipitation is heaviest along the west coast and on windward mountain slopes, 

reaching 40 to 80 inches  or more a year. Annual amounts decrease toward the east. 

Most of Norway has much cloudy weather and abundant snow. 

Vegetation 

Forests cover about 25 

per cent of the land, 

growing mainly in the 

central and southern 

sections. Elsewhere, 

tundra and bare rocky 

land prevail. The forests 

consist largely of conifers, such as spruce, pine, and fir. Deciduous trees—oak, ash, 

maple, elm, and birch—grow mixed with conifers in some low-lying areas. Stunted 

birch trees are found in the far north on the edge of the tundra and beyond the limit 

of the conifers on the mountains. Vegetation in the tundra and above the timberline 

consists of low shrubs, mosses, and lichens. 
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NORWAY’S ECONOMY 

Today Norway is one of the most advanced 

country in the world, not only because of the 

development of its economy and technology. 

Norway is considered one of the richest and 

most developed county in the world. Its 

economy is highly competitive and it is oriented 

toward export. In fact, 50 percent of its products 

is exported to other countries. The countries 

that import the most from Norway are the Nordic ones and Europe. 

The economy of Norway has shown strong growth since the beginning of the 

industrial era. 

Norway's economic growth has been fueled by natural resources, including 

petroleum exploration and production, hydroelectric power, and fishing. Agriculture 

and traditional heavy manufacturing have suffered also because of the mountain 

territory and the poor soil. However, the most important activity in the primary 

sector is fishing. This sector is particularly flourishing in the Norwegian economy.   

Since the discovery of petroleum in the Ekofisk field in 1969, oil and natural gas 

industries have become vital to Norway's economy. In fact, it is the third exporter 

after Saudi Arabia and Russia. Oil exportation is the 60 % of the total exportation of 

the country and the 26% of its PIL. This is increasing employment, but also inflation 

and a vulnerability to fluctuations in the world petroleum market.  

Other mineral resources include iron, gold, copper, lead, zinc, titanium, pyrites, and 

nickel. Almost all of Norway's electricity is supplied by hydroelectric power and the 

country exports hydroelectricity as well. The chief trading partners are Great Britain, 

Germany, Sweden, and France. 

Thanks to the enormous quantity of low price electric energy, it has developed iron, 

steel and metallurgical industries. Other important industries are mechanic, textile, 

food industries and paper production. 

Resource: http://www.norvegia.cc/economia-della-norvegia.html 
/http://pianetaviaggi.altervista.org/Europa/Norvegia/Economianorvegia.htm 
and other Italian sites 

http://www.norvegia.cc/economia-della-norvegia.html
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IMPORTANT CITIES 

OSLO 
Oslo is a goal missed. The Capital of Norway is located between the Oslo Fjord and 

the green hills rich in forests and animals In 2007 Oslo Has Been appointed second 

city greener and respectful 

of the Environment. The 

capital of Norway is rich in 

attractions, museums, 

galleries ' art and shops. 

You cannot leave Oslo 

without having first met 

her painter Edward 

Munch. The paintings of 

this artist so ingenious and 

tormented are exposed to the Munch Museum and the National Gallery where you 

will find his most famous painting, "the scream". 

However, to admire the artistic sense of this city you do not have to miss the Vigeland 

Park, which is one of the most popular tourist destinations in Oslo, and it is home to 

212 sculptures by Gustav Vigeland. 

SPECIAL FOOD 

Obviously, the typical dishes of Oslo are linked to its ancient and deep seafaring 

tradition. You cannot miss the famous salmon to eat smoked or grilled, cod, catfish, 

herring, clams and shrimps, cooked or freshly caught. If you prefer meat, there you 

will find moose, reindeer and deer with an already strong flavor but often 

embellished with a sauce made with sour cream. 
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TRØMSO 
Tromsø is another of the most 

beautiful cities of Norway and its 

center is a large expanse of 

buildings where no shortage of 

attractions. One major example is 

Polaria, an arctic aquarium  where 

the main attraction are the 

bearded seals. These animals, 

typical of the Arctic regions, are 

very popular with children 

because of their peaceful and sociable 

behaviour. Another is Fjellheisen cable car 

that takes you up the mountain of 

Storsteinen to 420 meters high, from 

where you can admire the city, the 

mountains and surrounding waterways. 

 

                                   KIRKENES 
The last of my favorite cities in Norway that I recommend you visit is Kirkenes. The 

small town of Kirkenes is the capital of the Barents Region and the gateway to the 

East. The city is located between the time zones of Helsinki and Moscow. The 

inhabitants of Kirkenes, located in the county of Sør - Varanger, speak Norwegian, 

Sami, Finnish and Russian. 

This small mining town has approximately 3,300 inhabitants. You can visit the 

Museum Sør - Varanger and the caves of Andersgrotta to learn more about this 

border area and its history. 

This city is famous for the curious activities "crab safari". This activity is practiced 

when the ice begins to retreat and this is also the period when the crab begins 

mating. After reaching the sea with a boat, people wear a thermal suit over their 

clothes and swim in the icy water of the sea without getting wet. After observing 
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someone catching crabs , you will return to the shore and you go to the closest 

restaurant where you will taste the freshly caught shellfish. 

 

RESOURCE: http://www.10cose.it/oslo/cosa-vedere-oslo.html 

http://www.visitnorway.com/it/dove-andare/la-norvegia-del-nord/tromso 

http://www.visitnorway.com/it/dove-andare/la-norvegia-del-nord/kirkenes-and-eastern-

finnmark/safari-al-granchio-reale/ 

 

NORWAY MAIN ATTRACTIONS 

Norway is one of the worldwide 
paradise of tourism so things to see 
are not to be missed there. This 
country is known for its tourist 
itinerary along the fiords, high 
mountains on the sea and beautiful 
coves. 
You can even explore the great west 
coast, with excursion and enjoy the 
thousand-year old history of the area 

and the Viking heritage. Then there are the well-known cities, the capital Oslo is 
situated in the middle of the Scandinavia, at the mouth of the namesake fiord and 
rounded by wooded hill, with big opportunities for excursions in summer and skiing 
activities in winter. Bergen attracts a crowd of tourists from all over the world every 
year; but these aren’t the only places which do it. You can take walks along the 
ancient storehouses in wood of the UNESCO, in the historical center of Bergen 
Bryggen, to the port, you’ll live incredible moments.  
Unforgettable it is the atmosphere when you get close to the Arctic Polar Circle, for 

the midnight sun and polar lights. 

Do not forget to visit the famous Norway’s churches in wood in the southern part of 

the country.   

 

Source: http://www.norvegia.cc/attrazioni-turistiche-norvegia.html 

http://www.10cose.it/oslo/cosa-vedere-oslo.html
http://www.visitnorway.com/it/dove-andare/la-norvegia-del-nord/tromso
http://www.visitnorway.com/it/dove-andare/la-norvegia-del-nord/kirkenes-and-eastern-finnmark/safari-al-granchio-reale/
http://www.visitnorway.com/it/dove-andare/la-norvegia-del-nord/kirkenes-and-eastern-finnmark/safari-al-granchio-reale/
http://www.norvegia.cc/attrazioni-turistiche-norvegia.html


33 
 

 

 by Antonella, 

Manuela and Matilde 

 Form 2^ E  2014-2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



34 
 

EXERCISES 
 

NORWAY 
 

The Kingdom of Norway is a Nordic country on the western portion of 
the Scandinavian Peninsula. 
It has a very elongated form and has an extensive coastline along the 
North Atlantic Ocean, where Norway's famous fjords are found. 
 

1. After reading the description, draw the Norwegian Flag     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   

 

 The flag of Norway has a red background with a blue 'Scandinavian 

cross' on it. The Scandinavian cross is outlined by white stripes. The 

vertical stripe of the cross is not centred; instead, it's based on the left 

side. The colours were influenced by French Tricolour, which is known 

as a sign of liberty. Although the flag was already in use since 1821, it 

was officially hoisted in 1899.  

 



35 
 

2. With a pencil circle the names of the towns you hear during the 

presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Complete the following text using the words in the box 

 
Mountainous | islands | impetuous |Russia | longs | Norway sea | North 

sea | Tundra | Archipelagos | Fjords | Glittertin mountain | taiga | 

western | Glama river | Finland | lukewarm | Glacial Artic ocean | 

scandinavian alps | sea | Sognefjorden | glaciers | Sweden | snowy | 

Vesteralen islands  | short | Lofoten 

 

Norway is a Scandinavian country that is bordered to the north-east by 

________________, ________________, to the east by 

____________________, instead to the north, south and west is wet by 

the _____________________________, the ______________________ 

and the _______________________.   

The territory is mostly ______________________ and is traversed by 

________________________. The highest peak is the 

___________________________. The level ground is simple size and is 
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concentrated in the south-west. _____________, characterized by moss 

and lichens, is the type of dominant vegetation; instead, to the north 

____________ prevails, with woods of conifers and birches.  The rivers 

are shorts and they have impetuous flows, the most important is 

_______________.  Numerous lakes have an icy origin. The western 

coast are very indented and steeps, characterized by FJORDS, waste 

cove dig in ancient times by ______________  and then flood by the 

______. The most attractive fjords are SOGNEFJORDEN and 

____________________. 

Throughout the ___________________ coast, we can find a lot of 

_____________, sometimes gather in ________________________, like 

_______________ and _____________________. The weather is 

characterized by ______________ and ______________ winters and 

___________ and ______________ summers. 

 

4. Match the words with their meaning. 

 

a. Fjords        

b. Northern lights 

c. Vikings 

d. Peak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A long, narrow, deep inlet of the sea between steep

 slopes, especially shaped by glacial action. 

Scandinavian people who attacked the coasts of 

Europe in the 8th to 10th centuries A.D. 

The pointed top of a mountain or a tall 

mountain with a pointed or narrow top. 

 

An aurora that occurs in earth's northern 

hemisphere. It is called aurora borealis. 
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THE NETHERLANDS 
 
HAVE YOU STUDIED THE NETHERLANDS?  

If YES, WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THIS COUNTRY? 

 

 

Borders: 
DO YOU KNOW WHERE 

THE NETHERLANDS IS 

LOCATED? 

 

It is located in north-west 

of Europe; It faces onto 

the North Sea to the north 

and west; Belgium to the 

south; Germany to the east.  

 
Form of Government: 
The Netherlands is a parliamentary democracy. This means that all Dutch 

who have the right to vote can choose who represent them in Parliament. 

Parliament (also known as the States General) consists of the Senate and 

the House of Representatives. Legislation only comes into force after it 

has been passed by the parliament. However, there is also a monarch, 

Willem-Alexander Claus George Ferdinand, but we are going to talk about 

him later. 

The Netherlands is one of the six Countries which founded (in 1957) the 

European Economic Community that later became the European Union. 
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Its Flag: 

WHO CAN TELL US WHAT THE DUTCH FLAG IS LIKE? 

WHICH COLOURS HAS IT GOT?  
 

Here is its description: 

It is a horizontal tricolour of blue, 

white and red. 

Three equal horizontal bands of red 

(top), white and blue 

These colours represent the 

following: 

White - peace and honesty 

Red - hardiness, bravery, strength & 

valour 

Blue - vigilance, truth and loyalty, 

perseverance & justice 

 

The name of the coutry: 

DID YOU KNOW THAT CALLING THIS COUNTRY 

HOLLAND IS WRONG? WHICH IS THE CORRECT NAME? 

 
The Netherlands is often referred to by the name Holland, but this 

usage is incorrect. Holland is only a province of the kingdom. There are 

10 more provinces in The Netherlands.  

The Netherlands is also known as “The low country” and it is frequently 

associated with polders. We quote an English saying "God created the 

world but the Dutch created their country" which is to explain that the 

Dutch have worked with polders to take land away from the sea, creating 

their Country. 

We refer to the people as the Dutch and the language they speak is 

Dutch. 
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King: 

HAVE YOU EVER HEARD ABOUT THE KING’S DAY? 
The 27th of April is the King’s day, it is the biggest national event in The 

Netherlands. Everything and everyone turns orange and celebrates on 

the King’s Day. You will have plenty of music shows, fairs, flea markets 

and parties throughout the country. Even the Dutch royal family goes on 

tour to be received by one or more Dutch towns for en entertainment-

filled day. Amsterdam is transformed into the nation’s biggest orange 

party town. The Hague has”Koningsnach” or King’s Night with dozens of 

music performances in the city centre. The town of Utrecht boasts the 

biggest flea market in the Netherlands. 

 

WHY DID WE REFER TO “ORANGE” when talking about this 

special day? 
Orange is the colour of the Dutch Royal family, which dates back to 

William of Orange. Therefore the colour “orange” has royal roots in the 

Netherlands, but today it also symbolizes a broader pride in the country 

and in being Dutch. 

 

Amsterdam: 

DO YOU KNOW WHERE AMSTERDAM IS LOCATED? ARE 

THERE IMPORTANT TOURIST SIGHTS (MONUMENTS 

OR MUSEUMS) TO VISIT? 
Amsterdam is the most populous city of The Netherlands and according 

to the Dutch constitution, Amsterdam is the capital of the Netherlands, 

although the parliament and the Dutch government have had their seat 

in The Hague since 1588. 

Every year a lot of tourists go to Amsterdam to visit some important 

sights such as the Rijksmuseum (the national museum) dedicated to at 

and history. It displays about 8,000 objects of art and history.  
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The Van Gogh Museum dedicated to the works of Vincent van Gogh and 

his contemporaries. It is located at the Museum Square in South 

Amsterdam, close to the Rijksmuseum. It opened on 3rd June 1973 and it 

is home to the largest collection of Van Gogh's paintings and drawings in 

the world. 

Anyway, there are also some funny and peculiar museums. For example, 

we have the well-known wax museum (this kind of museum is opened in all 

of the biggest cities in Europe, inspired by Madame Tussaud museum in 

London. You can take photos with the waxes of all your favourite famous 

people). If you love football you can go to the famous Amsterdam Arena, 

as the Amsterdam Football Club Ajax has opened for its fans the 

possibility of visiting its stadium.  

You can also visit the Torture Museum, that shows some of the most 

horrid inventions to torture and execute people. 
 

The Hague: 
The Hague is the capitol city of the province South Holland and the third 

largest city of the Netherlands and the seat of the Dutch Parliament.  

 

The famous artist Maurits Cornelio Escher comes from this town. He was 

a graphic artist who lived in The Hague in the '900s. He was really able 

on drawing impossible situations and illusions. So nowadays we have the 

"Escher in the Palace", that is a permanent exhibitions in a palace owned 

by the Royal family, located in the heart of The Hague.  

 

HAVE YOU EVER HEARD ABOUT IT BEFORE? 

10 things to visit in The Netherlands:  
 

The Delta Project or Delta Works are a series of constructions built 

between 1950 and 1997 in the provinces of Zeeland and South Holland 

to protect large areas of land from the sea. The works consist of dams, 

sluices, locks, dikes, and storm surge barriers. They have been declared 
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one of the Seven Wonders of the Modern World by the American 

Society of Civil Engineers. 

 

The Vrijthof is the best-known city square in Maastricht, a city in the 

southern most part of the Netherlands. It features the massive Saint 

Servatius Church and Saint Jan’s Cathedral. The Vrijthof regularly hosts 

large festivals at various times throughout the year, including autumn 

and winter festivals. 

We’d like to remind you that Maastricht is well known for the Treaty 

signed there on 7th February 1992 when for the first time the European 

Union was used and it implied some changes in the organization that had 

been named the European Economic Community until that time. 

 

The Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam is the largest and most prestigious 

museum for art and history in the Netherlands. It has a large collection 

of paintings from the Dutch Golden Age including works by Vermeer and 

Rembrandt. Since 2013, the museum has been renovated, but the major 

masterpieces are still on show. 

 
More than 1.000 old windmills still exist in the Netherlands. The largest 

concentration of Dutch windmills can be found near the village of 
Kinderdijk (“Children’s dike”). To drain the excess water from the 

polders, which are situated below sea-levels, 19 windmills were built 

around 1740. They have been well preserved to the present day and are 

now popular tourist attractions in the Netherlands. 

 

The Hoge Veluwe National Park is one of the largest continuous 

nature reserves in the Netherlands, consisting of heathlands, sand 

dunes, and woodlands. The Kröller-Müller Museum with its collection of 

paintings by Vincent van Gogh is located within the park. Bicycles are 

available for free to visitors of the Hoge Veluwe, with much of the area 

being inaccessible by car. 
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Keukenhof Gardens is the world’s largest flower garden, and actually 

a promotion for the Dutch flower industry. Approximately seven million 

flower bulbs are planted annually in the park with not only tulips, but also 

hyacinths, daffodils and other spring flowers on display. The gardens are 

open from the last week in March to mid-May. Keukenhof is one of the 

most visited tourist attractions in the Netherlands. 
 

The City Hall in Delft is a Renaissance style building on the Market 

square across from the Nieuwe Kerk (New Church). Originally designed 

by the Dutch architect Hendrick de Keyser, it was heavily changed over 

the centuries and was restored in the 20th century to its Renaissance 

appearance. 
 

The West Frisian Islands, or Waddeneilanden in Dutch, are a chain 

of islands in the North Sea off the Dutch coast. They continue further 

east as the German East Frisian Islands. The islands separate the North 

Sea from the shallow Wadden Sea, with tidal mud flats. Under the 

supervision of licensed guides, several islands can be reached by walking 

on the mudflats during low tides. On the islands, cycling is the most  

favourable way to move around. 
 

Leiden is known as the oldest university in the Netherlands, the 

birthplace of Rembrandt and its beautiful canals. The two branches of 

the Old Rhine enter Leiden on the east and unite in the city centre, which 

also contains several smaller canals. The old centre of Leiden is one of 

the largest 17th century town centers in the Netherlands, second only 

to Amsterdam. 
 

Amsterdam began building its famous canals in the 17th century 

during the Dutch Golden Age. The three main canals, Herengracht, 

Prinsengracht, and Keizersgracht form concentric belts around the city, 

known as the grachtengordel. Today there are over 100 km (60 miles) of 

canals and 1,500 bridges. Alongside the main canals are 1550 monumental 

buildings. 
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https://prezi.com/wsgwab2dnhh-/the-netherlands/ 
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EXERCISES 

 

 
          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1) On the map draw a line to link the locations 

mentioned in the journey proposed about the 10 
best things to visit 

 

a. The Delta Project 
b. The Kinderdijk 
c. The Vrijthof 
d. The 

Rijksmuseum 
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2) Match the words in the box with their meaning 
1.Polder  -   2. Dyke   - 3. Windmill  -  4. Tulip  -  5. Clogs   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Complete the text using the words in the box 
 

The Netherlands      Wooden shoes     Tulips    Cool     

Below     Small      Canals     Climate 

 

The Netherlands have a temperate maritime __________________ 

(1) influenced by the North Sea and Atlantic Ocean, with 

___________ (2) summers and moderate winters. Daytime 

temperatures varies from 2°C-6°C in the winter and 17°C-20°C in the 

summer.  

Since the country is _________________ (3)  there is little variation 

in climate from region to region, although the marine influences are 

A piece of low land reclaimed 

from the sea or a river 

and protected by dykes, 

especially in the Netherlands 

A large, brightly 

coloured spring 

flower, shaped 

like a cup, on a 

tall stem 

 A structure that has parts 

which are turned around by 

the wind and that is used to 

produce power, pump water, 

etc. 

Shoe, sandals, or overshoes 

having a thick typically wooden 

sole.  

A wall built to prevent the sea  

or a river from covering an area, or 

a channel dug to take water away 

from an area 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/it/dizionario/britannico/wall
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/it/dizionario/britannico/build
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/it/dizionario/britannico/prevent
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/it/dizionario/britannico/sea
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/it/dizionario/britannico/river
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/it/dizionario/britannico/covering
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/it/dizionario/britannico/area
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/it/dizionario/britannico/channel
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/it/dizionario/britannico/dug
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/it/dizionario/britannico/water_1
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/it/dizionario/britannico/area
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less inland. Rainfall is distributed throughout the year with a drier 

period from April to September.  

Especially in fall and winter strong Atlantic low-pressure systems can 

bring gales and uncomfortable weather. Sometimes easterly winds 

can cause a more continental type of weather, warm and dry in the 

summer, but cold and clear in the winter with temperatures 

sometimes far ______________ (4) zero. 

_________________________ (5) is a flat country and has often 

breezy conditions, although more in the winter than in the summer, 

and more among the coastal areas than inland. 

Economy 

For years many people thought of the Netherlands as a country of 

windmills, _________________ (6), ___________________ (7), and 

_______________________________________ (8), with cheese and 

butter as its main products. This image of the Netherlands as a mainly 

agricultural country has not been true for a long time, as it is now as 

industrialized as most other Western European countries. Agriculture 

still provides a number of products, many of which are exported. The 

country's agricultural land is divided into grassland, arable farmland, 

and horticultural land. Dutch dairy farming is highly developed; the 

milk yield per acre of grassland and the yield per cow are among the 

highest in the world. A good percentage of the total milk production 

is exported after being processed into such dairy products as butter, 

cheese (Edam and Gouda cheese are known around the world), and 

condensed milk. 

Meat and eggs are produced in intensively farmed livestock holdings, 

where enormous numbers of pigs, calves, and poultry are kept in 

large sheds. Most cereals for human consumption as well as fodder 

for the animals are imported. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqEh0iFWlgs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqEh0iFWlgs

