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LOCATION 

EMILIA-ROMAGNA is an Italian region located in the north-centre of the Peninsula. It has 

4.448.488 inhabitants and it's capital is Bologna (386.171 inhabitants). It is bordered to the North 

by Lombardy and Veneto; to the West again by Lombardy and Piedmont; to the South by Liguria, 

Tuscany, Marche and the Republic of San Marino; to the East is wet by the Adriatic Sea. 

 

   

 



CLIMATE 

Emilia-Romagna has a temperate sub-continental climate with hot and moist summers and cold and 

rigorous winters. Along the coast there is the Mediterranean climate, characterized by long and 

very hot summers and mild winters. Autumns are very moist, foggy and cool until mid-November 

while Springs overall are mild. The precipitation is of middling amount in the plain zones 

(generally from 650 to 800 mm on average, per year), but it becomes copious in the high Apennines 

mountains: there are over 1500 mm in almost the entire Apennine area. It can snow in particular 

between November and March. 

  

   

  



HISTORY 

The territory of Emilia-Romagna was a stronghold of the Etruscans by the 6th Century BC. However, two 

centuries later the Gauls forced the Etruscans out of Emilia Romagna. The Romans arrived in the 2nd 

Century BC and changed the face of the land creating a series of market towns along a road named the Via 

Emilia. Today those market towns still exists and the road has lent its name to the western portion of Emilia 

Romagna. After the fall of Rome, the region was taken over by the Byzantines and then the Franks. Under 

the Franks, the region, along with parts of central Italy, was donated to the papacy whose domination was 

until the unification of Italy. Only the short period of Napoleon’s invasion in the 19th Century interrupted 

the control of the Pope on the area. The Gothic Line (known also as Green Line) was the major front of Italy 

during the world war the second. It was formed by Nazis to halt the advance of the Allies forces. Huge 

battlefields began in Pesaro (the Marches) and ended in Massa (Tuscany), passing through the whole Emilia-

Romagna. It was decided to revive the ancient Roman name of Emilia; the final step was to join Emilia with 

Romagna in 1947. On 2 August 1980, at the height of the "anni di piombo"(a hard period characterized by 

Red Brigades and black terrorism), a terrorist bomb was set off in the central railway station of Bologna 

killing 85 people and wounding 200, an event which is known in Italy as the Bologna massacre. 

 

 

PRIMARY SECTOR (RAW MATERIALS) 

Agriculture in Emilia Romagna is one of the best in Italy as for quality of products and high production.  

The plain “Pianura Padana” offers good soil and easy irrigation. The region is the first producer in all Italy 

of soft wheat and sugar beet, but the plantation of rice, barley, potatoes and vegetables is also very important. 



Considerable the breeding of two typical Emilian production that are famous worldwide: sausages and fine 

cheese. 

SECONDARY SECTOR (MANIFACTURING)  

Out of all the regions Emilia Romagna is one of the most developed and improved in the industry 

sector. The most important industries are packaging machinery, farming machinery, machine tool 

production, chemical industry, electronics motor-cycles and cars, ceramic tile production, footwear 

manufacturing, food processing, wood-processing and clothing industry. Numerous and very 

efficient are also the small and medium-sized enterprises, that innovates dynamically ready to 

respond to the market. 

TEARTIARY SECTOR (SERVICES) 

The efficient communications network has allowed a great development of the tertiary sector, 

especially the one related to trades. Tourism offers an important contribution to the economy and 

cites such as Ravenna , Ferrara and Bologna , which are highly visited. Tourism benefits also from 

the Spas like Salsomaggiore, the winter sports centers in the Apennines. But everybody knows 

about the equipped beaches of the Adriatic coast “Riviera” which attracts a high number of tourists 

especially in spring and summer. 

Here there’s a graphic that shows the primary (green), secondary (red) and tertiary sector 

  

 

 



TRANSPORTS 

The transport infrastructure system in Emilia-Romagna consists of railway lines, airports, road 

networks, river networks and shipping lines. 

RAILWAY SYSTEM 

The Railway system in Emilia-Romagna operates on different lines:   

 The regional ones  that cross just the Emilia Romagna’s areas 

 The National ones, where there are lines that comes from the north and goes to the south. 

  

BOLOGNA CENTRALE 

“Bologna Centrale” is the most important rail junction in Italy and it’s situated in Bologna. Here 

the most important lines and high-speed lines come from cities as Venice and Milan and goes to the 

south as far as Bari. The station is the fifth busiest in Italy (about 58 million passengers per year). 

ROAD SYSTEM 

Emilia-Romagna has 10.728 km of roads; specifically, 568 km of highways , 1,037 of roads , 1,910 

are regional roads and 7,213 of provincial roads.  

These are two of most important highways: A1, Milan - Naples ( that crosses Piacenza, Parma, 

Reggio nell'Emilia, Modena e Bologna); A14, Bologna – Taranto.  

The longest road in this region is called Via AEmilia that  was a trunk Roman road in the north 

Italian plain, running from Ariminum (Rimini), on the Adriatic coast, to Placentia (Piacenza) on 

the river Padus (Po). 

AIRPORTS 

Emilia - Romagna has 14 airports and 11 civil airports, two military and one both civil and 

military. The most important civil airport is in Bologna is called Guglielmo Marconi and is the 5th 

busiest Italian airport. 



UNIQUE PLACES 

Our region has many special and unique places that may not be found in any other place. Due to its 

shape and its favorable position people can find everything they want: from the picks of the 

Apennines (Monte Cimone) where it is possible to ski to the Riviera with its sandy beaches and  

amusement parks such as “Mirabilandia” and “L’Italia in miniatura”. Bologna has the longest 

“portici” of the entire world: they are 40 kilometers long and go through the entire city. They were 

also declared UNESCO heritage. Ferrari, Lamborghini and Maserati are very well-known cars and 

they are produced in our region. We also have to mention the “Ducati” brand for motorcycles. The 

city of Reggio Emilia is the birth place of the Italian flag, known as “il Tricolore”. The flag was born 

on January 7th  1797 as flag of the Cispadane Republic that was formed by the territories of Reggio 

Emilia, Modena, Bologna and Ferrara and it benefited the protection of the French army, led by 

Napoleon Bonaparte.  Nowadays, people can visit the City Hall where there is the room of the 

Tricolor. Emilia-Romagna also have two of the most splendid hamlets of Italy: Bobbio in Piacenza 

Dozza (near Imola) and Brisighella in Ravenna. The most important theater in Emilia-Romagna is 

the “Teatro Regio” in Parma that was inaugurated with the famous opera “la Zaira” composed by 

Vincenzo Bellini in 1829. And then, noteworthy are also the famous mosaics of Ravenna from the 

Byzantine time. … and there is much more 
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