ALESSANDRO MANZONI

HIS CHILDHOOD

Alessandro Manzoni was born in Milan in 1785 from Giulia Beccaria, daughter of Cesare Beccaria one of the most important representatives of the Italian Enlightment. Her marriage with the count Pietro Manzoni did not last long; they split up in 1792 and this experience deeply marked Alessandro’s childhood. He was forced to move from one school to another, first in different branches of the Fathers Somaschis institution, then at the Longone College in Milan, a school managed by the Barnabiti Fathers that he left in the summer of 1801. His staying in this colleges will be remembered with hatred for the authoritative ways used for his education. After all his mother came from a family of rationalist tradition that did not get along with the repressive atmosphere of the colleges where he studied.

HIS LIFE 
In 1805 Manzoni went to visit his mother in Paris. The five years he spent here were foundamental for his culture and his political opinions because they let him discover the highest social status at that time. In 1808 he married Enrichetta Blondel a young woman, first calvinist then catholic. The marriage is the start of a deep spiritual meditation that finishes with the conversion of Manzoni to the catholic faith. After the 1810 he returned definitively in Milan. For Manzoni this is a great period for his artistic production, but he finished after a little bit more than ten years, but it is enough to let him become famous in Italy as well as in Europe. Within some years he wrote Gli inni sacri, two  historical tragedies, L’Adelchi and Il conte di Carmagnola, and two political works, Marzo 1821 and Il cinque maggio; more over he started to write Fermo e Lucia, that would be published in 1827 as I Promessi Sposi. After 1833 he had a lot of mournings: His six children, his wife, his mother and his second wife died during this period. Meanwhile he became more famous as a writer and as a scholar of the Italian language; in 1861 he was nominated as a senator for the Italian Kingdom by the king Vittorio Emanuele II. He died in Milan in 1873.
MAIN WORKS
There are 5 important poetical compositions that celebrate all the Church's recurrings: La Resurrezione, Il Nome di Maria, Il Natale e La Passione have been published between 1812 and 1815, while La Pentecoste was completed in 1822.

 Marzo 1821 and Il Cinque Maggio are important too: the first one is inspired by a historical event of the Risorgimento period, the second one is inspired by Napoleon's death and his magnificent feats.

 The first one of the two tragedies, Il Conte di Carmagnola, has as main character a captain charged of treason and sentenced to death. The second one, the Adelchi, is inspired by Carlo Magno's accession to the throne.

 It's a historical novel and it's considered the most important work of the Italian Romanticism: Manzoni has worked on it from 1821 to 1840.
