Latvia.

Get to know it!




Location-

Situated in Northern Europe,
on the coast of Baltic Sea,
linking the East and the
West.

64,589 km2 of scenic plains
and rivers, lakes and hills,
including a majestic
coastline.
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Freedom

After 50 vyears of Soviet and Nazi
occupation (1940-1990), Latvia declared
the restoration of independence in 1990
and regained it fully in 1991.




Raimonds
Vejonis




Inara
Murniece

Speaker of Saeima




Maris
Kucinskis

Prime Minister




Benchmarks

2004: Latvia joins European Union and NATO
2014: Latvia joins the Eurozone
Riga — the European Capital of Culture
Latvia hosts the 8th World Choir Games
2015: Latvian Presidency of the Council of the EU
Xl Latvian Youth Song and Dance Festival
2016: Latvia joins the OECD
2017: Riga - Gauja Region — The European Region of Gastronomy
2018: Latvia’s Centenary
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Back on the
Track

2003 - 2007
Economy skyrockets and overheats.

plelet:]
Financial crisis, economic nosedive.

2009 - 2012
Fiscal discipline, reforms and return
to positive GDP growth rate in 2012.

2013 - 2017
Stable growth, among the fastest
in the EU.




Economic Revival*

*2010-2012 average growth

12% increase of total exports.

19% expansion in investment (2011-
2012).

14% increase of tourism.

10% growth of industrial production.




Economy and
Exports

Trade.

Transportation.
Manufacturing (incl. wood
processing).




W ERLIE
the Eurozone

January 1, 2014.
Increased credit rating and a stable outlook.
10% increase in foreign investment expected.
No currency conversion costs within Eurozone.



Economic Stats 2017

Annual GDP growth 4,5%
International credit rating: A-

7t most sustainable pension system
Unemployment rate: 8,7%

Public debt to GDP ratio: 40%




Ethnic
Composition

m Latvians 61,8%

m Russians 25,6%
m Belarusians 3,4%
m Ukrainians 2,3%
m Poles 2,1%

® Lithuanians 1,2%

w Other 3,5%
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Latvian is a Balt language,
but neither Slavic nor
Germanic.

Folksongs Dainas are a part
of the UNESCO Memory of
the World Register.

Popular foreign languages
are English, Russian, German.




elebrations

Most popular holidays are Jani, Easter,
. Christmas and New Year's Eve.

Tradition of decorating the Christmas
tree originated jp,. Riga (1510).
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ni is ofe of the oldest and most
opularfpre-Christian tradltens‘l_atwa

. .F',v -
i’e cel ratlon of the summer solstice
P



Culture

Latvian traditions, costumes, decorative
designs and rituals, passed down from
generation to generation, are rooted in
our land and nature.




Singing
Together

Singing unites us.

It brought Latvians together
as a nation, and led to the
creation of the state.

The ‘Singing Revolution’ was
key to restoring
independence in 1991.






















Art

The Latvian contemporary art
scene is poetic, often executed
in refined techniques.

Inta Ruka, Katrina Neiburga,
Arnis Balcus, Kriss Salmanis,
Kristaps Gelzis, Maris Bisofs are
some of the most visible artists
on the Latvian contemporary art
scene.







Speciality
Food Items

Rich in fibre, vitamins
and antioxidants, rye
bread is the monarch
of Latvian cuisine.

Succades from high-
quality dried fruits,
berries and vegetables
are excellent snacks.
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Innovations
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Natural in
Essence

Biosan.
Madara cosmetics.
Spodriba chemicals.




Creative
in Design

Amber textiles.
Atex textiles.
Velosock.
Clothing design.




Pharmacy

Therapeutlc and aesthetic products
b+ Canger and mfarctlon treatments. -
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Latvia has 466 students
for every 10 000
inhabitants in around 60
institutions.

Latvia has a long history
of vibrant academic life,
outstanding literacy,
providing a rich human
capital.
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Almost all children attend
public schools.

Free primary and secondary
education is provided.

Latvia funds ethnic minority
schools or classes for Polish,
Belarusian, Estonian, Jewish,
Lithuanian, Roma, Ukrainian
and Russian children.




Latvia’s rich arcl‘@itectural traditions "
thrive on imagination and innovatio
evident in wooden buildings.




Latvian cities hold exquisite examples of
Gothic, Baroque, Classicism and Art Nouveau.
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Over 8500 objects are protected monuments.



Nature

Latvia can truly be viewed
as one huge nature park -
white sandy beaches, green
forests, clean air and water,
and a pristine ecosystem.

Latvia is among the
greenest countries in the
world.




Forests

Only vhalf of Latwa is not covered by lush forests.



Waters

The longest beach in Europe.
500 km of white sand
coastline. 2 256 lakes and

12 500 rivers.
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Latvia is home for variety of species, including many extinct in the rest of
Europe.




Sports

Latvia has won 3 Gold, 15
Silver and 9 Bronze
Olympic medals since 1924.

Ice hockey is #1. The
men's team plays in the
Olympics and World
Championship’s Elite
Division since 1996.




Champions

Martins Dukurs
2x Winter Olympics silver medalist in
ing, current World and

European champion.
>
Aleksandrs Samoilovs
and Janis Smédin3
Professional beach-volleyball team,
European champions.

‘ - Ineta Radevica
te oean champion, World

bronze medalist.







Cities
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Daugavpils
Population -95,467

The leading city of the ,land
of thousand lakes” - Latgale.

Hometown of Mark Rothko,

expressionist painter in USA.
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Liepaja

Population — 78,144







Baltics, Tamous for its ideal sandy
beaches and exclusive spas.
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Kuldiga

Population — 11,768

One of the longest brick
bridges in Europe overlooks
the widest waterfall in Europe
“Venta Rapids”.




The Latvian Institute deals with promoting awareness and
providing a wide range of information about Latvia. It works
closely with local and foreign dignitaries, diplomats,
academics, students and international media in developing an
understanding of Latvia, its branding and its people.

info@li.lv

www.latvia.eu
facebook.com/IfYoulLikelLatvialLatviaLikesYou
twitter.com/Latvialnstitute

The Latvian Institute


mailto:info@li.lv
http://www.latvia.eu/

Photo credits &
Terms of service

Photo archives of Saeima, National Library of Latvia,
Austra White, V. O3in3, Emils Desjatnikovs (F64),
Press Department of the President’'s Chancery,
Saeima (The Parliament of Latvia), State Chancery,
True Vision, Juris Kalnin$ (Foto centrs), Inga Ivanova,
Aldis Patelis/Latviesu folkloras kratuve, Kuldiga
Municipality, ANTON CORBIJN, Gatis Indrevics, Martins
Kudrjavcevs, Kaspars Kurcens, liva Rimicane, Vilnis Skuja,
Zane Treide, Imants Urtans, Air Dog, Kaspars Filips
Dobrovolskis, llmars Znotins/Latvian Olympic Committee,
Investment and Development Agency of Latvia, Maris
BiSofs, National Film Centre of Latvia.

The presentations of the Latvian Institute may be used
only for non-commercial promotion of Latvia, retaining
the copyright references to the content.

It is forbidden to alter the said presentations. The
mentioned rules are accepted by downloading this
presentation. Violations of the said rules can be
prosecuted under the Latvian and international law.



