Teacher education and international collaboration”
on 21.-22.11.2020 in Bergen, Norway
The National Agency of Norway organized an Erasmus+ - TCA-seminar called Teacher education and international collaboration” on 21.-22.11.2020 in Bergen. 
There were teachers and teacher educators and some administrative persons from Norway, Denmarka, Finland and Sweden.  Oulu University Teacher Training School was one of the three invited teacher training units. Our SDGsAction!  2019-1-ES01-KA229-063845_3, Oulun normaalikoulu, raija.karkkainen@oulu.fi was invited as a presentative project into the seminar. 
 
THE DESCRIPTION OF THE SEMINAR:
AIMS:
This TCA will address and monitor on-going Erasmus+ strategic partnership projects coordinated by initial teacher education (ITE) institutions which aim to strengthen the teaching profession through international collaboration. The overall idea of this seminar is to explore how teacher education institutions can engage in close discussions and interactions with each other, schools and other stakeholder, both nationally and internationally, to promote the status and quality of teachers. 
 
It is the duty of the teacher education providers to give teachers a good grounding as they set out to practice their profession. The quality of teacher education does not, however, only rely on the efforts made by the teacher educators, but also on quality contributions from kindergartens and schools that provide supervised professional training for student teachers and where they will later take up employment. A central theme of the seminar will be to discuss how the professionalism of teachers and teacher educators could benefit from developing more collaborative practices and a collaborative culture, and how to benefit from engaging in networks, professional learning communities and different kinds of partnerships. The seminar also invites the participants to identify the benefits and added value of engaging in international professional learning communities through Erasmus+ strategic partnerships. 
 
An underlying theme/concern of the TCA is that internationalization of teacher education remains rare in most countries, and this is also why we want to invite this group in particular to discuss and learn from their projects to identify and showcase promising practice.
 Expected results:  
· Discussions and focus on collaborative learning in ITE
· Networking and sharing experience
· Identifying and showcasing best practice
· Inspiration for the future work and European projects on the topic
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