SLOVAK PEOPLE

Slovak Society 
The people of Slovakia are descended from the Slavic peoples who settled the Danube river basin in the 6th and 7th centuries B.C.E. Traditionally, the Slovak people were relegated to the peasant class and even after emancipation they have had strong links to tilling the soil. Under communism some industrialization was undertaken and today Slovak society includes both elements of folk traditions and modern society. The political transformations of 1989 brought new freedoms that have considerably widened the societal outlook of the populace, yet many of the cultural movements are still in their infancy and consequently a large part of the elderly population is still rural and dependant on agriculture.

On January 1, 1993 Slovakia became an independent nation-state, recognized by the United Nations and its member states. Although some aspects of the society already had a unique national character, namely the language, many of the customs, laws and conventions were still deeply influenced by past rulers: Czechs, Hungarians and the Austrian Habsburgs. However the deep traditions, some dating back hundreds of years, of the Slovak people underlie the apparent nascency of the Slovak Republic.

Slovaks are very friendly, peaceful and hospitable.

Population: 5,431,363 (July 2005 est.) 

Age structure: 0-14 years: 17.1% (male 475,263/female 453,340) 15-64 years: 71% (male 1,919,222/female 1,939,097) 65 years and over: 11.9% (male 241,610/female 402,831) (2005 est.) 

Median age: total: 35.43 years male: 33.85 years female: 37.25 years (2005 est.) 

Population growth rate: 0.15% (2005 est.) 

Death rate: 9.43 deaths/1,000 population (2005 est.) 

Net migration rate: 0.3 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2005 est.) 

Sex ratio: at birth: 1.05 male(s)/female under 15 years: 1.05 male(s)/female 15-64 years: 0.99 male(s)/female 65 years and over: 0.6 male(s)/female total population: 0.94 male(s)/female (2005 est.) 

Infant mortality rate: total: 7.41 deaths/1,000 live births male: 8.65 deaths/1,000 live births female: 6.1 deaths/1,000 live births (2005 est.) 

Life expectancy at birth: total population: 74.5 years male: 70.52 years female: 78.68 years (2005 est.) 

Total fertility rate: 1.32 children born/woman (2005 est.) 

HIV/AIDS - adult prevalence rate: less than 0.1% (2001 est.) 

HIV/AIDS - people living with HIV/AIDS: less than 200 (2003 est.) 

HIV/AIDS - deaths: less than 100 (2001 est.) 

Nationality: noun: Slovak(s) adjective: Slovak 

Ethnic groups: Slovak 85.8%, Hungarian 9.7%, Roma 1.7%, Ruthenian/Ukrainian 1%, other and unspecified 1.8% (2001 census) 

Religions: Roman Catholic 68.9%, Protestant 10.8%, Greek Catholic 4.1%, other or unspecified 3.2%, none 13% (2001 census) 

Languages: Slovak (official) 83.9%, Hungarian 10.7%, Roma 1.8%, Ukrainian 1%, other or unspecified 2.6% (2001 census) 

Literacy: definition: age 15 and over can read and write total population: 99.6% male: 99.7% female: 99.6% (2001 est.)

