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Greek Myths and Tales 
 

Greek myths have sparked the imagination of artists, from the sculptors of antiquity who created 

gods and goddesses from marble to the Renaissance teachers, Surrealists and modern artists. In 

addition to them, the Aesop’s fables – Aesop, a slave and storyteller, is believed to have lived 

between 620 and 564 BC – are an important part of the Greek storytelling tradition with short, 

fictitious tales, useful to life and always ending with a moral. 

 

 

The princess who became an almond tree 

by Karanatsiou Eleni 

 

 
 

Once upon a time, in the part of ancient Greece called Thrace, there was a beautiful princess, 

Phyllis. The princess once fell in love with a young man from Athens, Dimofontas, who was the 

son of the hero Theseus. They met when the boat of the young Dimofontas was returning from 

Troy. They got married but after a while the young Athenian missed his homeland. The princess in 

love, not being able tobear to see him sad, let him go back believing that if he really loved her he 

would come back and then he would be truly and sincerely hers. And so it happened and the 

lovely Phyllis was left alone to wait for her chosen one for years, until in the end she withered and 

died of grief. But the gods of Olympus, who knew her story, transformed her into a tree so that she 



could wait for more years for her beloved. So the girl in love did not die but became the tree that 

was to become a symbol of hope: the Almond Tree. This is because after many years, one winter 

Dimofontas returned to Thrace and found his beloved and faithful wife, not surrounded by suitors 

but to be a dry tree without leaves in the middle of the icy landscape. Desperate and full of 

remorse, Dimofontas hugged her trunk and then she flooded with flowers in the middle of winter. 

Thus the almond tree became a symbol of hope, showing that love cannot be defeated even by 

death. 

 

 

Midas golden touch   

 

 
 

   Midas was a king of great fortune who ruled the country of Phrygia, in Asia Minor. He had 

everything a king could wish for. He lived in luxury in a great castle. He shared his life with his 

beautiful daughter. Even though he was very rich, Midas thought that his greatest happiness was 

provided by gold and he was unsatisfied- always wanting more and more. 

One day, Dionyssus, the god of wine and revelry, passed through the kingdom of Midas, with one 

of his companions, a satyr named Silenus. When Silenus got lost and Midas hosted him at his 

palace, Dionyssus wanted to thank him by doing him a favor. Midas thought for a while and then 

he said: “I hope that everything I touch becomes gold”. Dionyssus warned the king to think well 

about his wish, but Midas was positive. And so it happened. The next day, Midas -totally excited- 

woke up and started transforming things into gold. He was happier than ever before! But then, bad 

things started happening: Without even thinking, he ate a grape but it also turned into gold! The 

same happened with a slice of bread and a glass of water. Finally, when his daughter came in the 

room, Midas hugged her and she turned into a golden statue as well! He then started to cry and to 

ask desperately from Dionyssus to take this curse away from him. The god heard him and felt 

sorry for him. So, he did as Midas asked. In the end, our king realized the real meaning of life, 

became a better person, generous and grateful for everything he had! 

 

 



The Lion and the Mouse 

Aesop’s Fable 

 

 
 

   Once when a Lion was asleep, a little Mouse began running up and down upon him; this soon 

wakened the Lion, who placed his huge paw upon him, and opened his big jaws to swallow him. 

“Pardon, O King,” cried the little Mouse: “forgive me this time, I shall never forget it:  

who knows but what I may be able to do you in turn some of these days?” 

The Lion was so tickled at the idea of the Mouse being able to help him, that he lifted up his paw 

and let him go. 

Some days later the Lion was caught in a trap, set by hunters who desired to carry him alive to the 

King. 

Just then the little Mouse happened to pass by, and seeing the sad plight in which the Lion was, 

went up to him and soon gnawed away the ropes that bound the King of the Beasts. 

“Was I not right?” said the little Mouse. 

Little friends may prove great friends. 
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