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Climate change 

 Nowadays, one of the greatest concerns worldwide is global 
warming. Earth’s average temperature has already risen about 0,9ºC since 
the late 19th century. However, its consequences go well beyond the 
temperature variations. The planet is affected in many ways.  

 On the one hand, it leads to sea level rise which may cause floods, 
rising coastal erosion and contamination of soils and aquifers by salt 
water. This provoked by the melting of polar glaciers and the oceans’ 
warming (due to the thermal expansion of the water). 

 Another effect of climate change is the destruction of terrestrial and 
aquatic ecosystems. Some examples are the habitat loss in the polar 
regions and the destruction of coral reefs. 

 Last but not least, global warming is also closely linked to a greater 
incidence of natural disasters, such as droughts, periods of extreme 
temperatures, hurricanes and tornadoes. 

 The vast majority of the scientific community agrees that climate 
change, in the past few years, results from human activity, particularly 
from the emission of greenhouse gases. Greenhouse effect is per se 
essential to keep a temperature suitable for life on Earth. The problem 
about this effect is its excess, which causes a harmful rise of our planet’s 
average temperature. This happens due to the emission of greenhouse 
gases, such as carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide 
(N2O), which mainly come from industry, animal husbandry, 
transportation and the burning of fossil fuels in order to generate energy. 

 Therefore, it is essential for mankind to adopt more 
environmentally friendly behaviours. Organizations such as ZERO 
contribute to accomplish that. 
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The role of ZERO in Portugal 

 ZERO is a Portuguese NGO (non-governmental organization) which 
seeks to promote sustainable development in our country. For this 
purpose, they develop projects and initiatives to educate the population 
and raise its awareness. Therefore, not only do they reach the 
government, but also the people on the whole, urging them to be active 
citizens in behalf of achieving greater sustainability. 

 With regard to climate change, ZERO struggles to make Portugal aim 
at renewable energy and promotes the use of bicycles and electric cars 
instead of internal combustion engine vehicles. 

 On one of its initiatives, ZERO gave a lecture in our school regarding 
climate change, its causes and consequences and some tips to be more 
environmentally friendly. 

 

 

 

 

Webgraphy: 

https://zero.ong/quem-somos/do-adn-a-accao/ (accessed on 5th March 
2019) 

https://climate.nasa.gov/ (accessed on 5th March 2019) 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/sea-
level-rise/ (accessed on 5th March 2019) 


