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Most Popular
Stereotypes

| ROMANIA " ITALY

All Roumanian are gypses! Italians are loud!
Are they? Are they ?

What vour friends think about
Croatia in general and Croatian
people?

5#}&5@;“%
" POLAND i)

What vour friends
think about Poland
in general and
Polish people?

100

As open-minded as we wish to be, we all have a few stereotypes when it comes to other countries
and nationalities. It’s acceptable to consider the Polish as hard-workers, the Italians as passionate,
or the Croatian like gossip. What’s true and what’s false when it comes to the image others have
about this country?

The Survey was conducted by Erasmus students, under the "Bridges over opened minds"
project
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All Roumanian are gypses Budapest is the capital of

Romania

| stereotype 3

Romania is
Dracula's country
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https://theculturetrip.com/europe/romania/articles/20-must-visit-attractions-in-bucharest/

POLAND

I Stereotype1 I Stereotype 2

Poles are intolerant Polish people do not
speak foreign languages

Poland used to be a multinational
country where citizens generally learned
how to accept and respect the beliefs of
other people. Lots of foreigners used to
immigrate to Poland because the country
was named as a tolerant one. Nowadays,
most of them come from poor African or
Asian countries, former Yugoslavia and
the Soviet bloc.

Y Stereotype 3

Poland is a small country somewhere in the East
of Europe
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Italians are loud I[talians talk with hands

It depends. Not all
I[talians are loud.
But some are.

s | Tlewno Maser|

Stereotype 3

Italians always say Mamma mia

|| Stereotype 4

ltalians eat pasta and pizza every day

Being Italian
An insight into Italian
stereotypes

So what's true in the
stereotype?
Stereotypes always
tend to have some
truth mixed in with a
few generalizations
and a bit of
exaggeration. Let's see
what's true in the
Italian stereotype.

The most common Italian stereotypes.include alove of pasta, expressive
hand gestures, love of family, passion for football, that Italians have a
passion for coffee, the opera, and Dante’s Divine Comedy. While these are
broad generalizations, many of them are based on certain aspects of Italian,
and Italian American, culture.
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Croatia is a genuinely diverse country. The
O £ people of Croatia have throughout history often
< o) been ruled by different empires and foreign
Om rulers, leaving traces of their own cultures,
z habits and language.
rD"' All of this has made the people of Croatia
3

extremely diverse and different even among
N themselves. We are a mixed bag of different
Oé cultural influence, mentalities and habits. There
is no need to explain that this is a prefect soil

for stereotypes and jokes.

I Stereotype1 I Stereotype 2

laugh, eat and have fun Family comes first

Most of the traditions and Family is everything in Croatia. An

celebrations are based extremely high value is placed on
around eating enormous family relations, and they can often

amounts of food, drink act as the social centre of life in the

extremely strong plum country. Children often live with their

parents until they are themselves
married. Blood is most definitely
thicker than water in Croatia,

brandy and poke fun at
someone, something and

even themselves. whether they like it or not.

Stereotype 3
Red-and-white checkered everything

125 If there is one thing that is synonymous with

Croatia, it is the distinct red-and-white
100 checkerboard design that is ubiquitous here.
Whether it is adorning the jerseys of national

75 sports teams, the faces of supporters or
practically every flag in the country, there is

nothing more Croatian than what the local
= people call the Sahovnica (chessboard). The
Sahovnica has been the symbol of Croatia since

25 the 10th century, although its use by the

violently fascist Ustase organisation in World
o War Il means it is viewed with fear and
@,;'@ 0&’0 \oob \4}*\ suspicion by others in the region..
& Qp‘o Q°

Culture is everything in the Balkans. Croatian culture gets drummed into
young people from an early age, an obvious hangover of centuries of
occupation and having to fight for national existence. There is plenty to love
in the culture, however, especially if you’re into red-and-white checkerboards
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