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ERASMUS+ 

PROJECT 

MEETING IN PORTUGAL  

In this meeting 39 representatives from each of the partner schools 

were present in Portugal: 

 Croatia: 5 students (2 boys and 3 girls - one with special needs) 

and 3 teachers 

 Estonia: 4 students (2 boys and 2 girls) and 2 teachers 

 Italy: 5 students (2 boys and 3 girls) and 2 teachers 

 Norway: 4 students (2 boys and 2 girls) and 2 teachers 

 Poland: 4 students (2 boys and 2 girls) and 2 teachers 

 Turkey: 4 students (2 boys and 2 girls) and 2 teachers 

 

The arrival in Póvoa de Varzim took place on March 13, Sunday. All 

teams gathered at the Grande Hotel da Póvoa (where most of the 

teachers were lodged). At 17:00 it was held a meeting /coffee break 

with the hosting families and the new arrival students and teachers. 

Everyone received a folder with the Agenda and explanations about 

the week activities. After some questions and welcoming by the 

Portuguese team there was a moment of free conversation. 

Twelve families collaborated with the project and each welcomed two 

students in their homes, taking responsibility for their travel to and from 

school during the meeting and the meals (except breakfast and lunch). 

Families were previously selected and two meetings were held in 

February with the project team to provide information. The exchange 

of information with partner countries and conducting questionnaires to 

foreign students and Portuguese pupils, allowed students and families 

to establishing an early contact through social networks and e-mail. 

Between 14th and 18th March the activities under the program were 

developed. 

The different teams returned to their countries on 19th March. 
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Day 1 (March 14) 

- Incoming Students attended the hosting students’ classes at 8:20 

- At 10:05 teachers and students were welcomed outdoors with music and dance (with the 

collaboration of PE group) and affectionate phrases and welcoming paper flowers were distributed by 

students of the Theatre Club. The whole school community could watch. 

- After a visit to the different school spaces a reception was held in the School Auditorium.  

The school headmistress, Mrs. Amália Fernandes, addressed some welcoming brief words and then 

we proceeded to the exchange of the Boxes of Values - activity that began in the transnational meeting 

in Poland and which will take place throughout the project in mobility meetings. Then, each team 

presented their school and country: video presentations, music, and photography using multimedia 

resources. 

- Lunch at the school canteen. 

- At 14:00 students and teachers were conducted in the company of the headmistress, Portuguese 

team and hosting students to Escola do Século where they were received by the Deputy Mayor, Luís 

Diamantino and the School Coordinator. A group of students from the 1st cycle directed welcome 

messages using the languages of the partner countries and delivered flags. After visiting the school, 

everyone gathered in the gym where we assisted to traditional dances from Póvoa de Varzim and to 

music played by the students of pre and 1st cycle. 

- At 16:00 all teams were received in the Main Hall of the City Council, and the Deputy Mayor offered 

a traditional souvenir to everyone present. 
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• Day 2 (March 15) 

- The Portuguese students who welcomed foreign partners and had teaching activities at 8:20 am led 

students to the respective classes. 

- Project meeting between teachers teams (the decisions are registered in a separate document) 

- At 10h00 a visit was held to some places of Póvoa de Varzim and Vila do Conde - Monte S. Felix, 

Romanesque church of S. Pedro de Rates, Monastery of Santa Clara. 

- Lunch at the school canteen. 

- Between 14h30 and 18h00 students attended in the school library, to a training workshop with the 

storyteller Rui Ramos which served as preparation for the Storytelling Festival. The different teams 

held voice and mime exercises using the legend of its country and heard the storyteller to tell some 

stories in English. 

- Teachers attended a few moments of this workshop and held a 2nd project meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

4
 

Day 3 (March 16) 

  Visit to the city of Porto (55 participants - Erasmus + teams, hosts Portuguese students and 4 

elements of the Portuguese team) 

The visit began on the hill of Sta. Luzia in Vila Nova de Gaia. We crossed the bridge D. Luis I on foot 

and stopped a few moments at the Cathedral. 

The route continued to Lello bookshop where we remained for some time. 

The group followed to S. Bento station, passing by Avenida dos Aliados. 

We took up the walk through Rua das Flores to Ribeira. After stopping for a while to buy souvenirs, 

we had lunch at the restaurant "Market" at the Ferreira Borges Market. 

The visit continued with a passage by S. Francisco Church on the way to the museum "World of 

Discoveries", where we stayed for 2 hours on a guided tour in English. 

On returning to Póvoa de Varzim, the bus ride was held by the coast to Matosinhos. 
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Day 4 (March 17) 

- As part of the Week of Science in school, students visited the Science Laboratory conducting some 

experiments. 

- Teachers held a Videoconference in eTwinning platform with schools in Estonia and Italy. 

- Teachers participated in the Reading Week activity "Coffee with Letters" in the staff room. 

- The teams attended and participated in the activity "Festival of Life" (Mass Pascal) which was held 

in the gym. 

- Lunch at the school canteen. 

- Teachers and students headed for the Recreational and Cultural Association of the Matrix, to prepare 

the space for the Festival. 

- At 19:00, opened to the entire community, the Festival of Storytelling took place. It was made a  

presentation of each country legends ( "The Old Woman's Whitey" from Croatia, "Arturu Legend" from 

Italy, "Wawel Dragon" from Poland, "The son of Kalev " from Estonia, “ the Jostedal Grouse” from 

Norway," Dede Korkut and the Angel of Death "from Turkey and" Barcelos Rooster "from Portugal). 

The storyteller narrated the legends in English (with cutting interventions in Portuguese so that the 

whole audience could understand) and students of each country interacted with the storyteller making 

use of mime and body language. Booklets were distributed to the public. A symbiosis that resulted 

perfectly. 
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Day 5 (March 18) 

- Due to unfavourable weather conditions, it was not possible to carry out the planned activity of the 

Reading Week in Junqueira Street - "The writers hit the Street." 

However, the activity was held at the school. Students of each team dressed as writers and characters 

of stories of their countries. They visited classrooms and read text to the classes in their mother 

languages. 

Then, in the library, each team declaimed poetry and read small extracts in their languages. In the 

end, all danced traditional songs from each country. 

- Lunch at the canteen between students and socializing in the evening with other students. 

- Farewell dinner with the presence of all the teams and host families and other school teachers. 
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All activities were performed in accordance to the Agenda. 

The feedback obtained during the week from participants involved in the activities and other actors of 

the educational and local community, has been very positive making note that, thanks to the efforts 

and commitment of all, the activities were a success and its objectives fulfilled, having served to enrich 

our students, not only from the educational but also personal, cultural and social point of view. The 

activities were also an opportunity to create conditions that allow the extension of knowledge about 

the culture, traditions and ways of life of other European countries and to accept and respect others 

in order to create European citizens better and more aware. 

It is considered that the specific objectives of this meeting were accomplished very successfully. 

- The use of the English language as a primary mean of communication; 

- The use of oral storytelling culture as a transmission vehicle and as a non-formal educational tool 

that encourages sharing, solidarity and the creation of links and values to preserve and transmit. 

The storytelling activity developed in this meeting will be continued, this time using the Web 

educational tools that will be used to build an eBook with the legends of each country. Students will 

participate in the construction of this book using the Twinspace platform created in eTwinning Portal. 

An evaluation questionnaire will be made to the incoming students and the conclusions drawn from 

this evaluation will be presented at the meeting of teacher training to be held in Norway next May. 

It will also be held a report with impressions and registration of some experiences of the families of 

Portuguese students who welcomed the young people of different nationalities. 

Finally, we may consider that the successful execution of the project at this meeting is not only due to 

the achievement of the tasks which exceeded the expectations outlined to this educational journey, 

but mainly, and perhaps most importantly, to the strong bonds of friendship created among teachers, 

Portuguese students, host families and teachers and foreign students and transposed beyond the 

physical limits of our school. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Portuguese coordinator: Ana Cristina Ribeiro 

 


