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WALKING TOUR AROUND MADRID OF THE
HABSBURGS

The history of this part of the city, and of Madrid itself, starts with
the first fortified castle to be built on the banks of the River Manzanares.
Constructed by the Moor emir Muhammad ben Abd al Rahman and
given the arab name of Magerit (later becoming Madrid), it served as a
base for the city's development. A myriad of small houses, churches and
streets were built on the hills surrounding the fort, which was replaced
by a gothic construction in the 15th century and finally by today's Royal
Palace in the 18th century.

This area of the city is called Madrid of the Habsburgs (and also
Madrid of the Austrias), since the monarchs of this dynasty helped to
stimulate its development in the 16th century.

When Felipe Il established his Court here in 1561, Madrid was
nothing more than a small Castillian borough with a population of
20,000. Only a few decades later the population had tripled and Madrid
had become the all important centre of a new and powerful empire.
The aristocracy built their mansions here so as not to be distanced from
the Court, the Plaza Mayor was built and the Puerta del Sol later became
the geographical centre of Spain and a point of reference for all the
city's vistors.
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