AN ANALYSIS OF SURVEY FINDINGS ON INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ERASMUS+ 2014-16 – Kuopio, Finland

The purpose of this report is to present the findings of a survey into students’ views on the Erasmus+ International workshops in Finland. The survey was conducted among twenty two girls and eight boys form six countries; Poland, Italy, France, Finland, Spain and Turkey.
Project workshops
As far as the first question about the project activity ”Equality of civil rights” is concerned, all the students said that they liked it. They were happy to learn about history and rights of women in other countries. They enjoyed the presentations. They think that it was  an opportunity for them open their minds and improve their knowledge about these things. 
Moving on to the second question about knowledge of concepts, ideas of democracy and citizenship, nearly all students agreed that the knowledge has been significantly raised, just less than a quarter replied that it has been raised in average degree.

With regard to the Internet and computer skills a minority of the students said that their skills have been highly enhanced. A quarter of them answered that the skills have been raised in average degree. The biggest part didn’t notice a significant improvement.

As far as the project activity ”Chemistry of love” is concerned, all the students said that they liked it. What is more, more than 10% said that this workshop enhanced the importance of science, a bit more than 60% admitted that it improved their knowledge in average degree.  Just under quarter of students said that the importance of science was not enhanced so much. Everyone gained new skills and knowledge while working on this project. They learnt how to make interviews, presentations, and how to work in groups. They bacame more sociable and practised speaking skills (English grammar and vocabulary).

All the students agreed that their intercultural awareness has been improved by participating in project workshop. They met new people and learnt about differences between their countries.

As far as the last question in this section is concerned, all the students said that they enjoyed working on these workhops. 
Instructions
Moving on to the second section concerning instructions, half of the students said that they were clear enough. More than one fourth was quite sure the instructions were as clear as they expected, 13% of the students admitted that they were not clear.  In the next question, half of the surveyed replied that the instructions were not too strict, well over a quarter said that not so much, and a little over 10% said that they probably were too strict.

Teamwork
Regarding the cooperation between students in their national teams, well over a half of them assessed it to be excellent and the others to be good.

The international cooperation between the participating countries was assessed to be excellent by half of the students, however just under a quarter said that it was very poor, the rest of the students said it was good.
Basic skills
As far as the key competences are concerned, most of the students said that communication in their mother tounge has not been improved at all, however, communication in foreign language has been improved to a great extent. According to most students their mathematical competence was not developed (but we must remember that it was not the aim of this task). Competences in science and technology were improved in average degree. Some students replied that their digital competence was improved a lot. Almost all of the students said that the task helped them with learning to learn. According to the majority of surveyed, social and civic competences, cultural awareness and expression was higly improved. Sense of initiative and entrepreneurship was also said to be developed ti a great degree.
Language and communication
First question sounded “Where there any language problems in the communication between people from different countries?”. Vast majority of students answered that there were no problems at all or only minor ones, one girl from Finland answered that she had some problems.

Almost all students noticed noticed improvement in their ability to use a foreign language rather than their mother tounges ( maybe it is difficult for them to notice any major changes in this respect because they already are fluent and confident users of thei mother tounges).

Over three quarters of the students marked communication with the teachers as very good and excellent. Similarly, almost none of them noticed any communication problems  within their group during the workshop and it was not difficult for them to make a decision or solve problems.

Almost all students declared that they were given enough time to complete the tasks, for 2 persons the deadlines were difficult.
Almost all students agreed that there weren’t any unexpected difficulties.
