
  

 
 
EXAMPLES OF SINGLE USE PLASTIC  

100,000 tonnes of plastic 
from coastal land in the 
EU that ends up in the 
sea every year. 
Single use plastics are usually 
hard to recycle using traditional 
methods. They are only used once 
and then they have to be binned 
and disposed of. Think about 
things such as food packaging, 
plastic straws and bottles of 
water – these are all made from 
single use plastic. Only around 
10% of plastic worldwide is 
recycled with the rest simply being 
dumped in landfills or even worse 
finding its way into our oceans 
which has a significantly 
detrimental effect on marine life.      

 

 

The complete ban on single use plastic 
that has been passed by the EU Parliament 
has been specifically brought in to 
protect our oceans. It applies to items 
such as cotton buds, plastic cutlery and 
plates, straws, balloon sticks and drink-
stirrers. It is hoped that this ban will 
come into effect by 2021 and it isn’t just 
banning items such as the above that it 
will impact. The EU has also called for a 
reduction of 25% in plastics where no 
other alternative material is available 
such as sandwich wrappers. This is 
expected to be achieved by 2025. 
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INNOVATIVE SANCTIONS WHICH HAVE 
BEEN DONE IN ORDER TO CLAIM OUR 
GOAL: 

•Wooden spoons instead of plastic 
stirrers 

•We aren’t giving out plastic lids for 
coffee cups 

•We are using reusable recycled plastic 
cups and also reusable polycarbonate 
glasses instead of disposable cups for 
events 



     

WHAT DOES THIS 
STRATEGY ENTAIL?  

• The strategy itself proposes several 
measures that could be introduced 
in Malta within the next few years. In 
a broader sense (outlined in over 20 
proposals) it targets a reduction in 
consumption, market restrictions, 
waste management measures, and 
awareness campaigns. 

• For example, plastic carrier bags 
will no longer be free as of 2022, 
while oxo-degradable plastics which 
contribute heavily to the micro-
plastic issue will be prohibited on 
the market by 2021. 

• A beneficial scheme for educational 
institutions that make use of 
disposable waste will be introduced. 
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Cigarette butts, 
plastic bags, 
beverage plastic 
bottles, fishing floats 
and foam items are 
the most common 
items found in Malta. 

"The problem of plastics is 
growing at a most alarming 
rate." "Plastic is a good 
material but we are taking it for 
granted and abusing of it. If 
certain parts of cars were not 
made of plastic for example we 
would have more carbon 
dioxide pollution.’’  - Edward 
sultana. 

The specific items targeted in the 
strategy are beverage containers, 
disposable cutlery and plates, 
containers for toiletries, pizza lid 
support, food containers, packets 
and wrappers, lollipop sticks, 
cotton buds, balloons, plastic 
confetti, plastic wristbands, 
detergent containers. 

 
 

By 2022, a return system for 

containers used for hygiene and 
personal care will be 
introduced 

That same year, education will 
also be targeted through the 
introduction of a benefits 
scheme for educational 
institutions that make use of 
disposable materials. 

Being an island, our seas are 
drastically affected by the 
country’s plastic use. Aimed at 
tackling this vital issue, the 
strategy proposes a restriction 
on the use of polystyrene in 
fishing activities and introduce 
an extended producer 
responsibility (EPR) scheme for 
the industry. 

An EPR scheme is a set of 
national measures to ensure 
that producers of products 
bear financial responsibility for 
the management of waste 
generated. 
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