Citizenship     (Year 10-11)
Business and enterprise 
What businesses are there in my area? 
	
	
	

	


Objectives

Children should learn: 

· about the range of local businesses and why they operate in the locality

· the advantages and disadvantages of operating in the locality

· about the impact that a business has on the local community

	Activities
	
	Outcomes

	
	Children:

	· Ask pupils to research their local business environment. Local newspapers, telephone directories and town or community websites may be helpful for this. Encourage them to look at a range of organisations large and small, private and public. What businesses are represented in the area? 

· Groups of pupils visit a range of local businesses to find out about the local business environment. They investigate the products and services, how they are made or provided, who buys them and what the business does that other businesses do not. Why do these businesses operate in the area? What are the skills needs of local businesses? How are local businesses financed? Pupils consider the advantages and disadvantages for businesses of operating in the area, eg a good skills base, closeness to components, tax incentives, good transport links, the high cost of property, and the impact of the business on the local community, eg it provides employment opportunities, supports a local charity, has a positive or negative impact on the environment. They find out whether the business is publicly or privately owned. Is it listed, eg on the Stock Exchange or Alternative Investment Market (AIM)? If the business closed, what kind of impact would there be on the local community? What kind of advice and support services does the business use?

· Each group records its findings and shares them with the other groups, using ICT to prepare presentations. 
	
	· understand the role of business in the local economy

· know what the business they investigated tries to do

· identify some of the impacts of the business on the local community

· understand the local opportunities for future employment

· know some sources of support available to businesses when starting up and when operating


This unit is divided into sections. Each section contains a sequence of activities with related objectives and outcomes. You can view this unit by moving through the sections or print/download the whole unit. 

	
	

	
	1. What businesses are there in my area? 

	
	2. How does a business operate? 

	
	3. What are the challenges for local businesses? Exploring town centre management and development 


This material is taken from the QCDA Schemes of Work currently archived at http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk.
