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There are 5 million foreign nationals 
legally residing in Italy, according to 
figures from national statistics institu-
te Istat, which is equivalent to around 
8.3 percent of Italy's population of 
60.5 million. 

The biggest grouping of migrants come 
from Romania, accounting for just un-
der a quarter of the total figure, or 23 
percent. Another 9 percent are from 
Albania, 8 percent are Moroccan, 5.5 
percent are Chinese and 4.5 are from 
Ukraine, with many employed in retail, 
farming or domestic work. 

 

WE STAND FOR  

REFUGEES AND          
MIGRANTS 

How many foreigners live in Italy  
ERASMUS+ 

KA229 

 

“RIGHTFUL 

PERCEPTION OF 

REALITY” 

Strategic Partnership 

between schools 

2018-2020 

RIGHTFUL 
PERCEPTION 
OF REALITY 

 
How many foreigners live in Italy  

illegally? 

Focus is largely on the 690,000 mi-
grants who have arrived by boat since 
2013, most of them from sub-Saharan 
Africa. While some have papers, 
others don't – and most are still in the 
country. 

Migration study foundation ISMU esti-
mates there are some 500,000 peo-
ple living in Italy illegally – equivalent 

to 0.9 percent of the population, 
among them failed asylum seekers and 
those who have outstayed their visas. 
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A migrant is a person who makes a conscious choi-

ce to leave their country to seek a better life el-

sewhere. Before they decide to leave their coun-

try, migrants can seek information about their new 

home, study the language and explore employment 

opportunities. They can plan their travel, take 

their belongings with them and say goodbye to the 

important people in their lives. They are free to 

return home at any time if things don’t work out as 

they had hoped, if they get homesick or if they 

wish to visit family members and friends left 

behind. 

 
 

Refugees are forced to leave their country because 

they are at risk of, or have experienced persecution. 

The concerns of refugees are human rights and safety, 

not economic advantage. They leave behind their homes, 

most or all of their belongings, family members and 

friends. Some are forced to flee with no warning and 

many have experienced significant trauma or been tor-

tured or otherwise ill-treated. The journey to safety is 

fraught with hazard and many refugees risk their lives 

in search of protection. They cannot return unless the 

situation that forced them to leave improves.  
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