German Educational System
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The German preschool is known as a Kindergarten. Children between the ages of 2 and 6 attend Kindergärten, which are not part of the school system. They are often run by city or town administrations, churches, or registered societies.
Parents looking for a suitable school for their child have a wide choice of elementary schools:
a)   State schools do not charge tuition fees. The majority of pupils attend state schools in their neighbourhood.

b)  
or, alternatively: Waldorf School, Montessori method school, Freie Alternativschule (Free Alternative Schools), Protestant or Catholic parochial schools
After children complete their primary education (at 10 years of age, 12 in Berlin and Brandenburg), there are five options for secondary schooling:
1)  
Gymnasium (grammar school) until grade 12 or 13 (with Abitur as exit exam, qualifying for university); and
2)  
Fachoberschule admission after grade ten until grade twelve (with Fachhochschulreife (between Abitur and Realschulabschluss) as exit exam) it is also possible to leave after grade thirteen and get either the ″fachgebundene Abitur″ (if you haven′t learned a language besides English) or get the ″Abitur″ (with a second language on European level B1);
3)  
Realschule until grade ten (with Mittlere Reife (Realschulabschluss) as exit exam);
4)  
Mittelschule (the least academic, much like a modernized Volksschule [elementary school]) until grade nine (with Hauptschulabschluss and in some cases Mittlere Reife = Realschulabschuss as exit exam); in some federal states the Hauptschule does not exist and pupils are mainstreamed into a Mittelschule or Regionale Schule instead.
5)  
Gesamtschule (comprehensive school)
After passing through any of the above schools, pupils can start a career with an apprenticeship in the Berufsschule (vocational school). The Berufsschule is normally attended twice a week during a two, three, or three-and-a-half-year apprenticeship; the other days are spent working at a company. This is intended to provide a knowledge of theory and practice (dual training). The company is obliged to accept the apprentice on its apprenticeship scheme. After this, the apprentice is registered on a list at the Industrie- und Handelskammer IHK (chamber of industry and commerce). During the apprenticeship, the apprentice is a part-time salaried employee of the company. After passing the Berufsschule and the exit exams of the IHK, a certificate is awarded, and the young person is ready for a career up to a low management level. In some areas, the schemes teach certain skills that are a legal requirement (special positions in a bank, legal assistants).
The German educational system provides a lot of possibilities for students to find out about their skills and job interests from class 7 on, e.g. future days, school work experiences. Students can also get help in application. Most schools have got cooperation partner firms to get support.
