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Frangokastello



Frangokastello is located in
southern Crete, about 12
kilometers from Sfakia. It is
a medieval castle built in the
late 14th century by the
Venetians to protect the
area from pirates and the
Venetians from the
frequently revolted Sfakians.



 The Venetians built the castle by day, but at night the
Sfakians, led by brothers Patsu, tore down what had

been built.



The Myth



Many times anthropomorphic
shadows have been seen,
blackened, walking or galloping
on horses, holding arms, from
the Church of Agios
Charalambos to Frangokastelo
and disappearing into the sea. 



 T h e  f o r m s
a p p e a r  i n  t h e

l a s t  d a y s  o f  M a y
a n d  e a r l y  J u n e ,

i n  t h e  e a r l y
m o r n i n g  h o u r s ,

a n d  w a l k  b e h i n d
e a c h  o t h e r  f o r

a b o u t  1 0
m i n u t e s ,  w h e n

a p n e a  a n d  h i g h
h u m i d i t y  p r e v a i l .



A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
l e g e n d ,  t h e  b o d i e s  o f

t h e  G r e e k  w a r r i o r s
w e r e  l e f t  u n t o u c h e d ,

u n t i l  a  s t r o n g  w i n d
c a r r i e d  s a n d  f r o m  t h e
b e a c h  o f  C o r i n t h  S a n d

a n d  c o v e r e d  t h e i r
b o d i e s .  A l t h o u g h

t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e
h a v e  s e e n  t h e

p h e n o m e n o n ,  i t  h a s
n e v e r  b e e n  r e c o r d e d ,
s i n c e  i n  t h o s e  h o u r s
t h e  l i g h t  i s  m i n i m a l .
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