
THE FAUNA AND THE FLORA OF

THE SALT-PANS IN SLOVENIA



BIRDS 

Around 300 species of birds have been seen in the

Sečovlje saltpans so far.

The ornithological reserve is the habitat to almost 300 

bird species: 

- 90 use it for nesting (May-Jul) or after (Jul-Aug), 

- whereas others stop here during migration (Mar-May, 
Sept-Nov) 

- 153 species choose to winter (Nov-Mar) in the

saltpans.

The most frequently seen species are the little white

egret, the yellow legged gull and the mallard. 

The most numerous birds are the yellow legged gulls. 

The avocet has become a permanent nester in the saltpans. 



















ANIMALS IN THE WATER 



ANIMALS IN THE WATER 

AND ON LAND



Halophytes live in the saltpans. They require high salt concentrations for 

growing. Their leaves and stems are woody and hard, since they suffer

from draught, because there is no fresh water nearby. 

Among them there are: 

- Salicornia europea, 

- Arthrochnemum fruticosum, 

- Halimione portulacoides, 

- Limonium angustifolium, 

- Artemisia caerulescens, 

- Suaeda maritima, 

- and the golden samphire (Inula crithmoides).
At Lera saltpans the halophytes are present along the margins of salt fileds and in the canals. 

Rarely the saltpans are covered by blankets of salicornia.  t Lera the salicornia fruticosa prevails

and the atriplice portulacoide and the limonio are also very common. The banks of the canals are 

covered with inula marina.

PLANTS



SALICORNIA EUROPEA

It is the most common halophyte plant in 

the salt-pans of Sicciole. 

It‘s edible, either cooked or raw.

In the UK, it is known as rock samphire. 

The name came from the French name, 

herbe de Saint-Pierre, which means "St. 

Peter's herb".

It is usually cooked and then coated in 

olive oil. Due to its high salt content, it 

must be cooked without any salt added, 

in plenty of water. 

After cooking, it tastes like young spinach 

stems, asparagus, or artichoke. It 

accompanies fish or seafood.



SALT PANS IN STRUGNANO - STRUNJAN

Limonium angustifolium



THE GIUNCO marittimo

Juncus maritimus is present in 

stilll waters, ponds and salty, 

shallow waters in the

saltpans. 

It is very close to Limonio. 

It blooms in July and August. 



Inula crithmoides
l'erba bacicci – grows on the stony banks of ports, piers, and

dams. 

In the saltpans of Sicciole, we can see it on the bigger and dry

margins, next to the deeper canals. 

Single specimen are found in the abandoned houses of the

saltworkers. 



Atriplex prostrata - l'atriplice – lives in 

anthropogenic circumstances. 

It is found all over the Sicciole saltpans, especially

at Fontanigge, on the larger benks. 



Crithmum maritimum – the sea finocchio- is commonly

found on the stony shores and it grows in the gaps of

rocks near the sea and among the brick or stone walls

built along coastal roads. 

In the Saline of Sicciole you can see single specimen

only on the outer marina in Fontanigge. 



Halimione potulacoides

It grows up to 75 cm. It is evergreen. 

The edible leaves can be eaten raw in salads or cooked.

They are thick and succulent with a crunchy texture and 

a natural saltiness.



BELLEVALIA ROMANA

Sečovlje Saltworks are the 

only Slovenian growing place 

of Bellevalia romana, 

a plant in the family 

Asparagaceae. 
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