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Main points

Institutional 

framework
The European 

Council

The Council of 

the European 

Union

The General 

Secretariat 

of the Council
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Institutions of the European Union

7 
institutions

2
advisory bodies
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The house of the 

member states
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The European Council and the Council 
Two EU institutions under the same roof

European 

Council
Sets the EU´s 

political agenda

Council 

of the EU
Negotiates and 

votes on legislation
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What is the difference between the European 
Council and the Council of Europe?

All members signed 

up to the European 

Convention on Human 

Rights 

Based in 

Strasbourg, 

France

47 member states, 

including all 27 EU 

countries

≠
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The 
European 
Council
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The Heads of State 

or Government meet      

as the European Council
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27 Heads of State 

or Government

+

The President 

of the European Council

+

The President 

of the European Commission

Defines overall political direction
and priorities

Mostly decides by consensus,      
but by qualified majority for a limited 
number of decisions e.g. in: 

o Electing its President

o Appointing the High 
Representative

o Establishing the list of Council 
configurations

Exercises no legislative functions

Meeting twice every 6 months 

and whenever required 

(Special European Councils) x

The European Council sets              
the EU’s overall political direction
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What is in it for me?

o protecting citizens and freedoms

o developing a strong and vibrant 
economic base

o building a climate-neutral, green, 
fair and social Europe

o promoting European interests      
and values on the global stage

The European Council 
adopted the EU 
Strategic Agenda 
2019-2024
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The President of the European Council

R O L E

o Chairs European Council meetings

o Ensures preparation and continuity                  

of the work of the European Council

o Facilitates cohesion and consensus

o Reports to the EP after each meeting

o Ensures external representation of the EU

o Elected for 2.5 years, renewable once

C H A R L E S  M I C H E L

Current President of the European Council
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The Council                        
of the European Union
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The Council 

of the EU       

is made up       

of ministers
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Role of the 

Council of 

the EU 

Negotiate and 

adopt EU laws, 
in most cases with the 

European Parliament 

Adopt the EU 

budget, with the 

European Parliament

Coordinate 

member states' 

policies
o economic and fiscal 

policies

o education, culture, 

youth and sport

o employment policy

Develop the EU's 

common foreign 

and security 

policy
Guidelines set by the 

European Council

Conclude 

international 

agreements
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Structure of the Council

Council

10 configurations
Ministers

ROLE?

Adopt decisions

European 

Commission

Proposal

~150 preparatory bodies

Working Parties / Committees

WHO? 

Delegates and national experts from 

member states

ROLE? 

1. Discuss & reach agreement on more 

technical aspects of draft legislation 

2. Prepare the work of the COREPER

COREPER I  / COREPER II

Permanent Representatives

WHO? 

Ambassadors and their deputies

ROLE? 

1. Reach agreement on more sensitive 

political issues 

2. Prepare the work of the Council
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One Council – Ten configurations

General Affairs

Foreign Affairs

Transport, 

Telecommunications 

and Energy

Economic and 

Financial Affairs

Competitiveness

Environment

Employment, Social 

Policy, Health and 

Consumer Affairs

Justice and Home Affairs

Education, Youth, 

Culture and Sport

Agriculture and Fisheries

The Council                       
of the European 
Union
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What does the agenda look like? 

Coreper
Agenda divided into 

two parts

Council
Agenda mentioning “Adoption 

of A items” 

+ list of other items

‘I’ items

‘A’ items
An ‘A’ item can be adopted 

by any Council configuration

Divided into: “Legislative deliberations” 

and “Non-legislative activities”

Items which do not  

require discussion

‘II’ items
‘B’ items
Divided into: “Legislative deliberations” 

and “Non-legislative activities”

Items which imply 

discussion 
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National experts meet in the 
Council working parties

Atomic Questions

Law of the Sea

Transatlantic Relations

Financial Services

Terrorism

Agricultural Products

Company Law

Research

Aviation

Environment

150+ working parties, for example:
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The voting system in the Council

Council Voting 

Calculator App

Qualified majority

the default voting rule -
system of double majority 

Unanimity, some examples:

o Enlargement of the EU

o Common foreign          

and security policy

o Taxation

o Multiannual financial 

framework

Simple majority 
mostly for procedural decisions

of member 

states

of EU 

population

55% 65%
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The rotating presidency of the Council

R O L E  O F  T H E  R O TAT I N G  P R E S I D E N C Y

Three core functions:

o Organises, prioritises and plans

o Negotiates

o Communicates

Chairs:

o Council configurations except Foreign Affairs

o Coreper I and II

o Committees and working groups, with some exceptions

Framed by plans, rules and previous actions

Each member state in turn

every 6 months

18-month rolling programme of three successive 

presidencies 

currently: FR, CZ, SE until 30 June 2023

followed by ES, BE, HU
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Permanent chair of the Foreign Affairs Council

The High Representative of the Union 

for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy

R O L E

o Chairs the Foreign Affairs Council

o Head of the European External Action Service

o Vice-President of the European Commission

J O S E P  B O R R E L L  F O N T E L L E S

Current High Representative
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The General Secretariat of the Council 
makes the machine work

2900 employees

Over 4,000 meetings 

organised every year

11 EU Summits in 2019

Assistance to

o European Council 

members and President 

o Council of the EU

members and Presidency

4 third-country summits

1 multilateral summit

https://youtu.be/kDYsctJ8GjI
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Translation 

services

900+

Organisational 

services

600+

Political 

services

380

Lawyer-linguists

~200
Communication, 

Press, Outreach 

and Information

200+

Legal service

~100

General and 

Institutional Policies

60+

https://youtu.be/kDYsctJ8GjI
https://youtu.be/kDYsctJ8GjI
https://youtu.be/kDYsctJ8GjI


The European Green 
Deal
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EU Green Deal Macro Objectives

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en


EU green transition targets



EU green transition priorities



EU green transition- concrete actions



How to finance the EU green transition



How to finance the EU green transition



EU green transition- concrete example transport



Want to stay in touch?

www.consilium.europa.eu/subscribe-newsletter-youth

Subscribe to our newsletter
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Our Visitors’ Centre 

is on TripAdvisor

Thank you!

Want to stay in touch?
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