The Bayeux Tapestry

The Romanesque style is the first major of the Christian West. It is particularly characterized by the construction of many churches on the road pilgrimages. The Christian faith is the main theme. Yet the works of secular inspiration, like the Bayeux tapestry, are a remarkable contribution to the heritage of the eleventh century. Indeed, the cultivated world is no longer limited only to clerics. It opens to the elite of the feudal world that then codified the rules of chivalry.

The Bayeux Tapestry is not, strictly speaking, a tapestry; Indeed, it falls within the embroidery nine natural shades of wool on linen pieces. It was crafted between 1066 and 1082, perhaps in England, to be exposed to the Bayeux cathedral to an often illiterate population. It consists of nine panels linen, with a length of approximately 68.30 meters and a width of about 50 centimeters. Each scene is accompanied by a commentary in Latin. Also note that the embroidery is amputated. His end is lost but it was to end, according to all historians, with the crowning of William. Six hundred and twenty six characters, two hundred and two horses and mules, five hundred and five animals of all kinds, Thirty-seven buildings, forty-nine trees are identified. In total, five hundred and fifteen thousand varied topics provide a wealth of information on the eleventh century.

Narrative draperies, which like the Bayeux Tapestry were occasionally visible of all the faithful, were not only intended to decorate churches.

They narrate a story to the many illiterate at the time.

Tapestry has also its moral: the man who betrayed a sacred oath has committed a sin, and that sin is only one possible outcome: death!

When the artist, to the ages of the early Middle Ages, had no model to copy, he drew a very childish way. The story is told perhaps with less realism because the artist focuses on what he considered important, that is to say the story, and the strong expression of the characters and actions.

CONTEXT (HISTORICAL, SOCIAL, ARTISTIC ...)

The Bayeux Tapestry, also known under the name Tapestry of Queen Matilda, and formerly "That's Conquest" (for "web of Conquest") is technically in the form of embroidery. It seems to have been commissioned by Odo of Bayeux, half brother of William the Conqueror and describes the facts of the Norman conquest of England in 1066. It details the key events of this conquest, including the Battle of Hastings. However, almost half of the images relate events prior to the invasion itself. Although very favorable to William the Conqueror to the point of sometimes regarded as a work of propaganda, it is of inestimable documentary value for the knowledge of the eleventh century Norman and English. It provides information on clothing, castles, ships and the living conditions of that time. As such it constitutes a rare example of profane art novel. Preserved until the late eighteenth century in the collection of the Cathedral of Bayeux, it is the twenty-first century presented to the public in a museum that is completely dedicated to him. Tapestry is listed since 2007 in the Register Memory of the World by UNESCO.

