


 

 

TRANSFORMING POLITICAL AND MORAL 

CONVICTIONS IN EUROPE DURING AND AFTER 

WW1 

 

 

 

 

Prva gimnazija Varaždin 

September 18 – 22, 2017 



A young man (20 years old) is writing a letter to his friends from a football club about leaving 

to join a military unit in August 1914. Write a letter that could include his thoughts. Use all 

available sources. 

 

 

  



A soldier is writing a letter to his best friend from the student days after having spent two 

years on a front. Write the letter. Use all available sources. 
 

 
 



 

A grammar-school student is observing the changes around him in the time period of 1914-

1918. Write diary entries for a couple of days of each year. Use all available sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



A Spanish journalist visits Croatia (or another country) in August 1914. Write a newspaper 

article that he would write for a conservative newspaper. Use all available sources. 

 

 

  



Create a photo album that would show social changes between 1914 and 1918 (choose a 

country) through a couple of photos for every year. Use all available sources.  
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Chief inspector for Austro-Hungarian POW camps visited the Varaždin County in August 

1916. Write his report. Use all available sources. 

 

 
  



A high representative of the Red Cross visited the Varaždin County in September 1916. Write 

his report on the state of prisoners and internees. Use all available sources.  

 

 
Report on conditions in Varazdin County, 14th of September 1916 

Upon arriving in Varaždin County I observed great masses of people that exceed the capacity 

of the hospital. People are dispersed all around the hospital. Some of them are standing, 

others are laying in the hallways due to the lack of beds. During my tour around the hospital, 

I encountered a woman who was screaming her lungs out. I asked her what the matter was 

and she informed me that she had been denied the medication for her sick daughter. Upon 

hearing this I searched for a doctor who informed me that due to the lack of foundations it is 

not possible to provide medication for each patient. He also informed me that the lack of 

funding led to the insufficient amount of food and forced people to pay for heating, 

personnel, lighting, cleaning, and laundry by their own. This became evident as most 

prisoners appeared to be malnourished based on the fact of dull eyes, bony arms and 

showing ribs. 

 

Following my hospital visitation, I went to the farms close to Varaždinske Toplice to see the 

working environment in which they were working in. The work seemed hard and lasted the 

entire day. I was not allowed to talk to the workers due to the strict rules. However, I 

observed that their working hours are inhumane. 

Summing up my visitation I would recommend sending more medication and raising more 

awareness about the living conditions in the Varaždin County. 

 

 

Signed 

A high representative of the Red Cross 

 

 



 

 

  



Create a Powerpoint presentation about new roles for women during 1914-1918. Use all 

available sources.   

 

 
 

 
  



Create a poster that invites the citizens of Varaždin to host and feed children from Istria and 

Dalmatia during the war. Use all available sources. 

 

 



Create a Powerpoint presentation that shows examples of children being used to support 

the war effort. Use all available sources.  

 

 

  



Write a report on how picture postcards boost the war morale and what they try to hide. 

 

 
       During WWI postcards were a significant means for boosting and encouraging soldiers in the 

battlefield. Evidence of this can be found in many personal letters sent from the loved ones to the 

enlisted soldiers.  

Postcard sent by the soldiers and other military personnel which were sent from the battlefield 

illustrate battlefield scenes, either an ongoing battle or a victorious scene of Austro- Hungarian 

Empire over the Russians. A vast majority of the scenes are allegoric and of suggestive nature.   

Some of the postcards which could be interpreted as allegoric depict the impenetrable strength and 

military superiority of Francis Joseph's forces even though they were lacking in number. They present 

the labors of war as nothing more than a quaint vacation and a never-ending source of anecdotes to 

impress those not as fortunate to assist in the battlefield, never showing death and loss.  

The postcards show the puny strength of the Russians as well as glorify the superiority of the Empire. 

One of the aspects in which the Austro- Hungarian Empire was superior was its military arsenal, the 

weapon which was the pride and joy of the Empire's forces was the Mortar due to its ability to fire 

directly into the trenches. All of this boosted morale as well as hid the truth and lured ignorant 

people into joining the war effort.  

Another way of influencing people was as well as today, through religion. Some of the postcards 

imply that if we wish to be closer to God, we should do our country good and fight for the just cause.  

These types of postcards insinuate that war should not be feared but fought through the will of God.    

 

 

 
 



 

  

  

 



Make a poster to persuade the citizens of Varaždin to buy war bonds and war loans.  

 

 
 



Make a poster to invite women to volunteer for hospital duties. 

 

 



Make a poster in which the Socialist Party invites people to boycott mobilization. 

 

 

  



The Russian Army occupied Lviv in September 1914. As an Austro-Hungarian Army war 

reporter, describe the event as utterly irrelevant, or even favourable for the defence of 

Austria-Hungary. You cannot deny the fact that the Russian Army is in Lviv. 

 
 

Dear people of Austria-Hungary, fear not the Russian army. Despite their attempts to enter our 

mighty country in full power, only a few Russian soldiers managed to forcefully enter the city of Lviv. 

We have decided to retreat to nearby cities, not because we fear the Russians, but to enhance and 

strengthen our position and regroup and enlarge our army. The reports and claims that our people 

are fleeing the city are incorrect, as there is no reason for them to run. In fact, it is the Russians that 

should flee, since they are clearly in disadvantage when it comes to strategical position. Have no 

doubts, in a few weeks our army will once more re-take the city of Lviv and send these pesky 

Russians back where they came from. 
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