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A young man (20 years old) is writing a letter to his friends from a football club about leaving
to join a military unit in August 1914. Write a letter that could include his thoughts. Use all
available sources.

Dear Bartie,

I won't make it tonext weaks practice bacausa [ dacidad to enroll in the army.

Plazz2 t2ll Frosty and Coach, yvou know they don’t liks it when we miss ourmestings.
Mayb2 they won't be 30 mad ifyou t2ll them why I'm missing- they il understand
that] want to healp our country and king with this great war against the German
fyranny.

You know, there were quite a fow posters around town and I could not halp but fael
proud for our graat country. All the newspapers are writing about conflicts with the
Enzmy-bebre and after the formal daclaration of war. We both know, that those
bastards always try to invads our s2a: and lands. Have voursad that article inthe
#*Daily Telezraph™ about the ships our army annihilated? Ha, saoves themright,
dontya think? That is whatI want to do.

The thouzht of going to the Font fills me with dr2ad, butat the sams tima I fesl
excitad to have that metal in my hand and show thosa Gemans what a Brit's worth
is. I will s2rve and make my country and parents proud. Tinker will also joinme, so
nothing can go wrong. Our country stands strong with so many allies all over Evrops,
fighting for the zame rightaous causs, facing the same great threat- Therz's NO WAY
Gemany could win this war- it will face vtter d2feat by our heroic troops.

I'll write you if] gat to the front-

Like my mother zays: God save the king, zod save usall!

Gra2tings, Fatty



A soldier is writing a letter to his best friend from the student days after having spent two
years on a front. Write the letter. Use all available sources.

10/12/1917
Dear Hans,

My dearest friend, how have you been? I am writing to you from the trenches near the small
town of Ypres, in Belgium. As you know, I have been stationed here for three and a half
months now, after my ime on the front in Verdun, France. My apologies for not writing to vou
earlier, there were some major setbacks for the German army during the Battle of
Passchendaele, which prevented me from writing to you, my dear friend.

How has your family been doing over the past few months? I hope your sister’s treatment for
the Spanish Flu 1s going well, even though I know the odds are not in her favour. While the
Lieutenant general informed us of the atrocious conditions in Germany including disease, lack

of supplies and an economic state of distress, I sincerely hope things are not as severe as he
described them to me and the other soldiers.

Although my boots are covered in a thick layer of shippery mud which causes many soldiers to
get a disease known as ‘trench foot’, I need you to know that I am very proud to be able to
serve my country well. The conditions in the trenches are dreadful. We live on the bare
minimum of food and drinks; every night we go to sleep hungry. The trenches and the
battlefields are scattered with dead bodies, many of which I am familiar. I am counting the days
since my buddy from the trenches died in my arms after being wounded by artillery fire. 12

days. Now rats crawl over his body and feed on his flesh. It is a petrifving sight that I am forced
to see every day. I am scared for my own life as death 1s all around us.

I try to get take my mind of these horrible thoughts I have, from the second I wake up, to the

moment I go to sleep. One of the ways I do this 1s by thinking about Christmas; I cannot
believe it will be my second Christmas away from home. I stll remember when we were little

and played around in the snow and we did not know the meaning of war. [ wish I could turn
back time to those simpler days were war was not an 1ssue and we feasted on juicy well - fed
stuffed turkeys with all of the mashed potatoes we could eat. Every time I think of my mother’s

sweet cranberry sauce, it takes me back to the fond memones I have from our hometown
Ravensburg, where we grew up. When I get back to reality I am surrounded by a river of blood

with dead bodies floating in it.

But, have you heard the very exciting news? My wife just gave birth to twins! I am so happy to
be a father even though I am a little confused about the whole situation, as I have been on the
front for two years now. But she told me that since she was expecting twins, her pregnancy was
twice as long, and I cannot do anything else but believe my sweetheart, because she was the one

who went through this.
I hope to hear from you soon my beloved friend. Hopetully, with good news.

Yours sincerely,

Stefan



A grammar-school student is observing the changes around him in the time period of 1914-
1918. Write diary entries for a couple of days of each year. Use all available sources.

3rd August 1914
Dear Diary,

Today was an exhausting day. | have a strange feeling that the tense situation in Europe is not going
to end well. Those bloody Germans declared war on France today and people are going crazy! My
lad, John Schmit, was punched by a brute this morning and we had to go to the hospital. School
starts soon and even though it would be lovely with a longer vacation, it would be a fool paradise.
Well, better get some sleep before my big date tomorrow!

4Ath August 1914
Dear Diary,

Guess who decided to ruin my date? Those bloomy Germans. Today the government finally decided
to put an end to this and declared war on the Germans. They stand no chance against our mighty
forces and will probably fall within some weeks. Hapefully, Mary's mum will let her go out again
soon.

19th January 1915
Dear Diary,

I'm beyond terrified. | did not expect them at all. I've spent the whole day in the basement.
Everything was so unclear, no one told me anything. | woke up last night to my dad screaming that |
had to run down to the cellar. My little sister was crying and sobbing the whole time and no one got
any sleep. God save us all.



A Spanish journalist visits Croatia (or another country) in August 1914. Write a newspaper
article that he would write for a conservative newspaper. Use all available sources.
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Create a photo album that would show social changes between 1914 and 1918 (choose a
country) through a couple of photos for every year. Use all available sources.
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Chief inspector for Austro-Hungarian POW camps visited the Varazdin County in August
1916. Write his report. Use all available sources.

Subject: Monthly report, Camp no.27

To ths military martial in charge of the occupiad Yogoslavian temitory

Az requestad. the situation has been lookad into and thess are therepontssofar ‘
InMarch another 1.768 naw intemess amrivad at the Varazdin rzilway station and had |
bazn taksn to the local detention camp. From thers they have been activaly motivated
to do different kinds of work in agriculture and brickyards. With this new load of
prisonars the camp now has approximataly has 7.000 intemess who are all kept
preoccupiad with various labors.

Thears have baen a faw compl zintz by the local citizens sbout POW s visiting the
local inns and other places whare the alcoholic drinks could be s2rved which r2sultd
in the prizoners walking around dronken and bothering the local populous. Also, it
has ba2n Hund out that the municipality official invitad the POW s to attend a
Catholic Mass calebration in spit= of the military order which prohibitad such
wrongdoing. It isrequastad to take countarmaasures, of incraass the sacunity
messures,

The local military will nead financial support, as the hospital 223 have baen raized
from 2 to 2.5 crowns, as 2 crowns cannot cover n2ither Hod normeadication of an
individual, lot alone b2 sufficiant for utility costs.

Chisflnzpactor of the Austro-Hunzarizn POW-camp surveillancs
In Vasszdin 3" of August 1914



A high representative of the Red Cross visited the Varazdin County in September 1916. Write
his report on the state of prisoners and internees. Use all available sources.

Report on conditions in Varazdin County, 14th of September 1916

Upon arriving in Varazdin County | observed great masses of people that exceed the capacity
of the hospital. People are dispersed all around the hospital. Some of them are standing,
others are laying in the hallways due to the lack of beds. During my tour around the hospital,
| encountered a woman who was screaming her lungs out. | asked her what the matter was
and she informed me that she had been denied the medication for her sick daughter. Upon
hearing this | searched for a doctor who informed me that due to the lack of foundations it is
not possible to provide medication for each patient. He also informed me that the lack of
funding led to the insufficient amount of food and forced people to pay for heating,
personnel, lighting, cleaning, and laundry by their own. This became evident as most
prisoners appeared to be malnourished based on the fact of dull eyes, bony arms and
showing ribs.

Following my hospital visitation, | went to the farms close to Varazdinske Toplice to see the
working environment in which they were working in. The work seemed hard and lasted the
entire day. | was not allowed to talk to the workers due to the strict rules. However, |
observed that their working hours are inhumane.

Summing up my visitation | would recommend sending more medication and raising more
awareness about the living conditions in the Varazdin County.

Signed

A high representative of the Red Cross






Create a Powerpoint presentation about new roles for women during 1914-1918. Use all
available sources.
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Create a poster that invites the citizens of Varazdin to host and feed children from Istria and
Dalmatia during the war. Use all available sources.

PROTECT OUR

BY OPENING YOUR DOORS!

Stop the starvation by hosting and feeding
these orphans.
20,000 are waiting for your help!
We are already losing our generation, help
us save the next.




Create a Powerpoint presentation that shows examples of children being used to support
the war effort. Use all available sources.

Children
Supporting
the War
Effort

‘A Tiny Patriot’
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Children are still used to support war efforts,
make it stop.
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Write a report on how picture postcards boost the war morale and what they try to hide.

During WWI postcards were a significant means for boosting and encouraging soldiers in the
battlefield. Evidence of this can be found in many personal letters sent from the loved ones to the
enlisted soldiers.

Postcard sent by the soldiers and other military personnel which were sent from the battlefield
illustrate battlefield scenes, either an ongoing battle or a victorious scene of Austro- Hungarian
Empire over the Russians. A vast majority of the scenes are allegoric and of suggestive nature.

Some of the postcards which could be interpreted as allegoric depict the impenetrable strength and
military superiority of Francis Joseph's forces even though they were lacking in number. They present
the labors of war as nothing more than a quaint vacation and a never-ending source of anecdotes to
impress those not as fortunate to assist in the battlefield, never showing death and loss.

The postcards show the puny strength of the Russians as well as glorify the superiority of the Empire.
One of the aspects in which the Austro- Hungarian Empire was superior was its military arsenal, the
weapon which was the pride and joy of the Empire's forces was the Mortar due to its ability to fire
directly into the trenches. All of this boosted morale as well as hid the truth and lured ignorant
people into joining the war effort.

Another way of influencing people was as well as today, through religion. Some of the postcards
imply that if we wish to be closer to God, we should do our country good and fight for the just cause.
These types of postcards insinuate that war should not be feared but fought through the will of God.
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Make a poster to persuade the citizens of Varazdin to buy war bonds and war loans.




Make a poster to invite women to volunteer for hospital duties.

13 March 1915

Your
country
needs

YOU!

Join today!



Make a poster in which the Socialist Party invites people to boycott mobilization.

BOYCOTT
OBILIZATION

%

WE DIDN'T
RAISE OUR SONS
TO BECOME
SOLDIERS!

The
Party mvites
You to preserve

justice!



The Russian Army occupied Lviv in September 1914. As an Austro-Hungarian Army war
reporter, describe the event as utterly irrelevant, or even favourable for the defence of
Austria-Hungary. You cannot deny the fact that the Russian Army is in Lviv.

Dear people of Austria-Hungary, fear not the Russian army. Despite their attempts to enter our
mighty country in full power, only a few Russian soldiers managed to forcefully enter the city of Lviv.
We have decided to retreat to nearby cities, not because we fear the Russians, but to enhance and
strengthen our position and regroup and enlarge our army. The reports and claims that our people
are fleeing the city are incorrect, as there is no reason for them to run. In fact, it is the Russians that
should flee, since they are clearly in disadvantage when it comes to strategical position. Have no
doubts, in a few weeks our army will once more re-take the city of Lviv and send these pesky
Russians back where they came from.
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