World War I tanks and their impact on
| how new inventions
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Nowadays armored forces are the basic conventional major parth
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of 1and forces. Their strong position was strengthened during the'

second world war, but the first world war had the blggest 1mpact

on the1r future development.
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! ‘Z;Xt first, tanks were used as a support for soldiers and
reaking 11nes of defence. This doctrine has been changed w:Lth
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1t1me as tanks started to be seen as individual f:|.repower that
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.could be used in combat This led their development :|_.n o';&‘e‘f At_I
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make them faster, lighter and even more deadly. . “gﬁ T
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What tanks of each country havéﬁ
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How dld Renault FT became one of the best tanks
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used during World War I and what :|.mpact d1d it
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had on future pro:;ects'> 8 ﬁ,
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Introductlon and flrst pro;ect

e TR BT
| — D < RS

The first time, that France appeared in the hlstory of tanks'
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was inventing the vehicle with the cannon and tracklaying drivef
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in 1903. It was called Levavasseur The real expansion of tanks.
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started durlng the First Worid War Till today historians dispute
who was the first to use the combat vehicle: Great Britain or
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IFrance° Country, that’s Germany nelghbour gave to the tanks som.eI
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i ruc1al innovations like rear drlve or the cla551c constructlonh
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*of majorlty of modern models. e R
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Renault FT 17 is sa1d to be the most usefull tank made durlng
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the Flrst World War. It had much lower we:Lght than the other
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models (only 6,5 t) and was smaller These features gave it
developed manoeuvrablllty Also, that’s why constructrs 25
or:
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oppurtunlty to focus on the armour. The tank susceptlblllty

-belng dlstroyed by bullet became minimal. The most cons1derable
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trait of FT-17 was having a full 360° rotation turret, used ih al
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tank for a flrst time




Speed higher around fivefold than other modelé became another
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"adventage The FT l7was as incredible and 1nnovat1eus, that every

T T T R N i Y

‘cquntry, which wanted to start it’s own tanks productlon
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Renault’s constructlon as a ba81s. : i
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o'Polish Renaulff
FT comapny, | & LT
1919. Thel §§ ys

.*flrst tank is

llachéne ' , ik
gun—armed -
Inext three f a

gun—armed They p’

were usedlll '

dur:l.ng thﬂ., « S
Battle of . -
Dyneburg
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Another known tank introduced by France is Char 2C. It was

Renault FT-17
'was small, so it was facing some difficulties with going through

predicted to be the most powerful combat veh:Lcle
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C9nstructors wanted to give Char an ability to overcme
Also,

it was equipped with very



the tank very
heavy.Only 10 of them were produced. This situation shown, that
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-that disadvantages, Char 2C became the most powerful machine of
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1920’ s.
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It’s armament and were important for the future of
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Super heavy tank
“Char 2C FCM,
number 97 namedi®
ormandle (later'
@changed tof e




Renault FT

Char C2



Role of Germs in the history of tanks
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What impat did Germans’ pro:;ects had on
development of tanks such as Panzer III commonly
‘used during World War II? _ "‘ As T T B o
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The Germans started to design and bu:le their tanks as tof
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follow appearance of early British tanks on the Western Front ;‘ ’
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‘_'Ehe project to design and buJ.ld the f:Lrst German tank was
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given in hands of Joseph Vollmer,
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automobile facturer in the country. Soon, because in 1916,
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Sturmpanzerwagen A7V was introduced.

who was these t:|.mes lead:l.ng‘_
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.‘...,.-n 'The A7V was 7 34 metres long and 3 metres w1de w:|.th he:|.ght of"'
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around 3 3 m. Tank was 33 t of battle we:l.ght

consisted of up to 17 ‘soldiers and one offlcer ¥ e . *_
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was armed Wlth 40 to 60 cartr:l.dge belts, each of 250
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rounds and 180 shells for the ma1n_gun ( male gun’) .



7.V Mephisto.The

tank had been
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Despite the fact that Sturmpanzerwagen S pro;ect seemed to be
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innovative, it came out not adapted to battlefleld'condltlons.
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The whole constructlon was too heavy' making the tankb
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1mpractlca1 on uneven terrain. Short tracks caused A7V to be

relatlvely unsafe and uncontrollable,

The b1ggest advantage of

‘;EQTV turned out to be addecent'flrst try in constructing German
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‘tanks. Not enough time and funds to develop A7V further were_ﬁ»




How project of AIV- changed future German
e N

A7V opened the w fo future tanks development. Next|
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designers knew what to upgrade, because of Sturmpanzerwagen’st
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weak sides such as big weight and construction hard to control -
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new projects were aimed to be smaller, faster and have more fire

T P

power. such prototype was Leichttraktor, which showed the general

attern ‘gf ﬁth_e way in which tanks development would go. ‘

ext years were full of constant work over new projects.
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;'Following the construction of Leichttraktor, it can be said that,

‘Panzer I-—(produced in 19303T$§s-‘_p;rfect offspring’ of A7V as 1.':i_.t
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was the Panzer I's contribution to the early victories of Nazi
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From Panzer I s
ere developed}




Leichttraktor



Pz | Ausf A




Role of the Britain
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Britain was the first country, that actually used tanks.
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The truth is that Brltlsh used word tank on purpuse to

- 23! mlslead the1r opponents
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~?;- The first tank ~was the Mark I which was used for the
flrst time 1n 1916 Its task was to help infantry in the
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Mark I was 7,93 meters or_ 9,90 meters if it was equlpped with a steering wheel.
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It was 4,13 meters wide and 2,45 meters high. It was 1:|.ghtwe:|.ght as it was weighed

at 26 tons, which made J.t qulte lJ.ght for a tank. I
1sold1ers '

It could accommodate up 7

ark I had two versions which we can d:|.st:|.ngu:|.sh through the:Lr armament. In the
first version (female) Mark I had five machine guns, second type Mark I had two



Mark I was the first tank ever made, )
nearly had to be bad at least design side. And 1tfof course

was. In the f:l.rst battle wh:|.ch was the“gatt‘i‘eﬁouf. éobj;"

L LS T T WWERE

-+British send 49 tanks to help 1nfantry In the end only 32
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ﬂwere actually used and in fact S of them were stuck in theﬂgﬁ
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ﬁmud and another 9 broke in the meantlme. The rest 18 d1dn’tE"
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ﬁ&o anythlng 1mportant 1n the battle. s
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- h1gh It was even llghter than 1ts predecessor we1gh1ng at
14,3 tons.
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Ins1de there was so llttle place that the Wholer
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It was armed-w1th 4 machlne guns Hotchklss Mk I LMG 7. -
mm callber. It could took 5400 bullets for those machlne P——

guns.

Armor: From 6mm to 15mm 'q;ﬁ} T —




... #Medium A was 1nvented as a help for cavalry.
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hat it ought attack the opponent of facilities. March 1918
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th1s is the date when the medium A was used first time. The
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J-attle showed that the only problem w1th the tank was 1ts.*
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ﬁr englnes_ It was too hard to use two englnes and gearboxes at 4
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the same time, that’s why later the same year Philippfs
Johnson replacing two engines with one Rolls-Royce Eagle.

iThis setup worked so good that after the war medium mark Z

#%was used during the intervention agalnst the Sov1ets 1n S

Ireland. After all those years there are only 5 coples that'y
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surv1ved to this day.




Mark I

Medium Mark A




T (h)ank you for attention!
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