Gran Canaria - ‘PBL in Action’   EVENT 3
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The Canary Islands are an autonomous community of Spain located in the Atlantic Ocean, 100 kilometres west of Morocco. The Canary Islands, are among the outermost regions (OMR) of the European Union  It is also one of eight regions with special consideration of historical nationality as recognized by the Spanish Government.
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The seven main islands are (from largest to smallest in area) Tenerife, Fuerteventura, Gran Canaria, Lanzarote, La Palma, La Gomera and El Hierro. The archipelago includes many smaller islands and islets: La Graciosa, Alegranza, Isla de Lobos, Montaña Clara, Roque del Oeste and Roque del Este. It also includes a series of adjacent roques (those of Salmor, Fasnia, Bonanza, Garachico and Anaga
 Historically, the Canary Islands have been considered a bridge between four continents: Africa, North America, South America and Europe.

The Canary Islands currently have a population of 2,127,685 inhabitant and a density of 283.08 inhabitants/km², being the eighth most populous autonomous community. The population of the archipelago is mostly concentrated in the two capital islands, around 43% on the island of Tenerife and 40% on the island of Gran Canaria.

The archipelago's beaches, climate and important natural attractions, especially Maspalomas in Gran Canaria and Teide National Park and Mount Teide (a World Heritage Site) in Tenerife (the third tallest volcano in the world measured from its base on the ocean floor), make it a major tourist destination with over 12 million visitors per year, especially Tenerife, Gran Canaria, Fuerteventura and Lanzarote
Two professional observatories, Teide Observatory on the island of Tenerife and Roque de los Muchachos Observatory on the island of La Palma, have been built on the islands.

Las Palmas de Gran Canaria has been the largest city in the Canaries since 1768, except for a brief period in the 1910s. 
During the time of the Spanish Empire, the Canaries were the main stopover for Spanish galleons on their way to the Americas, which came south to catch the prevailing north-easterly trade winds
The name Islas Canarias is likely derived from the Latin name Canariae Insulae, meaning "Islands of the Dogs",
Until the conquest, Gran Canaria had extensive forests, but then suffered extensive deforestation  as a result of continuous logging, land divisions and other intensive uses. This reduced the forest cover to just 56,000 hectares,[10] making the island the most deforested of the Canary Islands.[11] However, in the twentieth century reforestation of the ridge of the island was begun, recovering some of the lost forest mass. Much of the summit of the island is forested mostly due to reforestation.[10]
Public transport around Gran Canaria is provided by an extensive bus network, known in the local dialect as guaguas
Gran Canaria is considered to have a desert climate due to its consistent warm temperatures and severe lack of precipitation. Gran Canaria is noted for its rich variety of microclimates. Generally speaking though, the average daytime high ranges from 20 °C (68 °F) in winter, to 26 °C (79 °F) in summer.

Santa Brígida is a town and a municipality in the north-eastern part of the island of Gran Canaria in the Province of Las Palmas of the Canary Islands. Its population is 18,791 (2013),[3] and the area is 23.81 km².[1] It is situated in the mountains, 13 km southwest of Las Palmas.
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CEIP Juan Del Río Ayala Primary School
The school opened in 1976-77 academic year.
Its name commemorates the writer and scholar of the Canarian aboriginal culture Don Juan del Río Ayala, born in Las Palmas in 1904.
His best known work is «Tirma», which was premiered as a play in 1949 at the Pérez Galdós Theater. Later he adapted to the cinema, being released in Gran Canaria in 1956. Movie starring Silvana Pampanini and Marcello Mastroianni.
