Worksheet for group 5: The experts on politics and the residents of Marzahn in the 1970s up to today

Your objects of research: The architectural concept of the high-rise buildings in Marzahn – Communist architecture and a new concept of housing in the wake of the Cold War and after

Tasks:

1. Please read the pages provided by the teachers. 

2. Make notes on a) the social-political reasons and ideas why the rows of high-rise buidlings were built, b) the residents in the 1970s and today 

3. Make a poster with your results. 

Help for the tasks:

- social-political aspect of the area: 

(1) Why were these new buildings in Marzahn erected as high-rise buildings? 

(2) Which political ideas were behind this new development area/the construction of the buildings? (3) How did the political situation of Germany (division of Germany, Cold War) connect to the building of the high-rise buildings in Marzahn? 

(4) Which changes were made to the high-rise buildings in the 1990s onwards? Why?

(5) Who moved into the high-rise buildings in Marzahn at the time they were built? Give an example of  an early migrant movement into the buildings,“the Russian Quarter“, 

(6) What happened to many of the buildings and residents after 1989? 

(7) Who lives there today?  What about rents (the money a resident has to pay to the owner of the house) today?

(8) Are theses buildings home for refugees, too?

- Help for the poster 

(1)aims of the poster: The poster should give you a quick overview of your topic and of your answers to the task questions. The poster is to be used for a short presentation to your partners and for a gallery walk!

(2) Your poster should have thesis (such as:“high-rise buildings– a modern idea of  how to make a comfortable housing for many“ OR “the Marzahn district: successful integration of Berliners and Russians of all layers of society“)

(3) Use the oval cards provided by your teacher. Write key words or phrases (which answer the task questions!) on them.

(4) Stick the oval cards into the appropriate boxes of your poster. 









Clauß, Gymnasium Tiergarten, Berlin Germany, 2018
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Topic: The architectural concept of the high-rise buildings in Marzahn – Communist architecture and a new concept of housing in the wake of the Cold War and after

suggested thesis: “The Marzahn Quarter: successful integration of Berliners and Russians of all layers of society“

(find your own one!)

Marzahn today – first impressions


When asked what he appreciates about Marzahn, one resident says: “There are a lot of plusses. It’s very, very green, there are loads of playgrounds for kids, good access to child care facilities like kindergartens, and the rent is the cheapest in the city.”

Local and foreign population today 


 As of 2010, the borough had a total population 248,264, of whom about 30,000 (12%) were of non-German origin. Therefore, it is considered to be the least ethnically diverse borough of Berlin with the highest percentage of (Ethnic) Germans. Although the immigrant minority is relatively small, the borough has a higher concentration of Russia-born, Kazakhstan-born and Vietnamese people as compared to other parts of the city.  Recently, there has been a significant influx of people with Middle Eastern and Muslim background.

Marzahn history and residents in the 1970s and 1980s


World War II devastated not only Germany’s population and economy, but also its urban infrastructure. The combination of Allied bombing of German cities and the close-range, urban combat that characterized the last six months of the war at least partially destroyed almost a quarter of all homes and apartments in Germany. In Berlin itself, more than half of the living space was ruined, and by the end of the war, there was a shortage of 1.4 million apartments in the SBZ/GDR. 

Relatively few apartments were built between 1945 and the 1960s in the SBZ/GDR, and those that remained were not renovated. Consequently, a majority of East German citizens lived in the same squalid, working-class hovels that had defined proletarian life since the beginning of large-scale industrialization in Berlin. A few others lived in old, rural houses that also dated back fifty, a hundred or more years and were in desperate need of renovation. In 1961, for example, the authorities officially condemned 10.3 percent of all apartments as not fit to live in; one-third of all apartments had no running water, and in smaller cities and towns like Neubrandenburg, this proportion reached two-thirds. Only a third of East German apartments had an indoor toilet; only one in forty had central heating. These apartments were situated in the quarters of Mitte, Friedrichshain, Prenzlauer Berg and Pankow.


Marzahn is the result of an ambitious construction project carried out by the East German government in the late 1970s and 1980s to solve Berlin’s housing shortage and provide more modern housing. Tens of thousands of flats were constructed from ready-made materials: prefabricated concrete walls which were put together at the site of construction.


Marzahn was only the largest of numerous settlement projects like it throughout the GDR. East Germany built 2.1 million Plattenbau apartments, comprising 83 percent of all the housing construction in East Germany—as opposed to West Germany, where, despite the much larger population, only 500,000 were built. East Germany led the socialist bloc—and the entire world, in fact—in the building of mass-produced Plattenbau housing. By 1990, more than half of the GDR’s population lived in mass-produced block housing. Moreover, the prefabricated concrete housing block carried a far different meaning under socialism than in the West. In the East, they were built for “socialism’s model citizens“ (a communist propaganda term)—workers, planners, party members and young families with children.
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The idea behind Marzahn 


What makes Marzahn so important is the extent to which it was a total planning project, the creation of an entire metropolis, comprising every conceivable aspect of government, industry, culture, science, technology, etc., that is inevitably involved in the building and maintaining of a modern, postindustrial city. Everything moved—in theory at least—in harmony with a single, allencompassing master plan. The GDR was not just building places for its citizens to live; it was building an entirely new world—a world completely free of the material traces of the pre-GDR past, projected directly from blueprints and scaled models onto the tabula rasa of the Märkisch Lebensraum. And it was meant not as an upgrade on the world of the past, but as a radically new world with no memory of the past, built entirely on the principle of rational planning, in which nothing would be left to chance and all needs would always be met.


A more important consideration for the GDR regime than the poor condition of these old dwellings were the links they had to the past and to private property. The state wished to suppress both of these as they did not fit in its vision of a new, modern, socialist utopia: almost exactly two-thirds were built before 1918, and almost 80 percent of apartments and single family homes were privately owned—only 12 percent constituted Volkseigentum, or people’s (public) property. 


During the Cold War, the ideological rivalry between the USA and the USSR and their allies, housing projects like Marzahn were seen as a tool to show the superiority of the socialist system. The East German leadership was proud of its affordable, easy-to-build accommodation. “Anywhere else,” trumpeted the state news agency ADN, “a comparable transformation would have taken centuries.” While historic districts like Prenzlauer Berg were left to fall into disrepair, the regime believed that concrete slab construction represented a genuine solution to housing shortages.

By 1970 the most advanced mass-production system for concrete slabs—the “WBS 70” (Wohnungsbauserie 1970)—had been developed, resulting in a more cost-effective system. 

Marzahn after the German re-unification


After German reunification, its image changed; people with money moved westward, and several blocks were demolished. In the public imagination, Marzahn slowly became a stereotypical East German ghetto, populated by poor, unemployed East Germans who lost out after reunification – in the 2000s a comedian calling herself “Cindy from Marzahn” joked about taking government handouts and waking up in the afternoon to watch TV. It also became known for its xenophobia. In the 1990s there were reports of violent attacks on foreigners in Marzahn, despite their representing only 5.2 percent of the district’s population at the time. Parties of a majority has long been the left-wing Die Linke. In the last election the right-wing party AfD atood up for election and won a narrow majority of 0.1% of second votes (74 votes) ahead of Die Linke. Other parties representing Marzahn voters in parliament are the CDU and the SPD.

But in recent years the mood has become more upbeat. The population of Marzahn- Hellersdorf has started to grow again. Profiting from Berlin’s citywide boom — and the accompanying housing shortage — the district is the focus for an array of new building projects.  Some of the towers were demolished or reduced in height, refurbished and insulated. Energy-saving houses were the result of modernizing programmes. In the commercial centre of the city, there's a sign hanging horizontally which reads Eastgate in large letters, and which blocks the innumerable buildings that fill the landscape. 

Russian migrants in Marzahn


Only thirty minutes from the center of the German capital, Marzahn-Hellersdorf presents an image of what East Berlin might look like today had Russian rule never ended. On one of its central squares, in the midst of a sea of gray, Soviet-style apartment blocks, a group of women eat ice cream bars, known as Eskimo ice cream in the former Soviet Union, that they bought in the giant Russian Mix Markt supermarket. Contemporary Russian pop music plays loudly in the background. The women are browsing through the window of a housewares shop, where a corpulent lady in a tiger-print vest is selling a variety of imported goods, from religious icons to a biography of Stalin in Russian.
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The neighbourhood today is an undefined space somewhere between Russia and Germany, between East Germany’s past and its present, where you find everything you need to live what feels like a fully Russian life: a Russian school, a Russian church, a Russian jeweler, a Russian dance school, and a Russian bar. Russian-speakers can and do reside among themselves, indulging in a nostalgic vision of a motherland. The Russian speakers who live in the district are mostly among the 25,000 so-called Russlanddeutsche (“Russian Germans”) in the area, descendants of Germans who immigrated to Russia in the 19th century to escape economic hardship in Germany at that time. 

The admission of Russian-Germans in the 1990s



In the 1990s Germany established a program allowing ethnic Germans and their dependants to move to Germany and receive German citizenship. Since then, several million Russian Germans have migrated back to Germany from the former Soviet Union. Until last year, the Russian German community had been mostly invisible. So invisible, in fact, that nobody knew how many Russian Germans there were: the number is estimated to be between 2.5 and 4 million nationwide. The biggest wave of immigration was at the start of the programme, with the number of newcomers gradually decreasing since then. Going backwards, and to “support their integration,“ the German state has imposed 'land ' quotas since 2002. If German authorities were not considered vigilant in the nineties, they are now severe, as immigration laws have toughened. Administrative procedures is heavy and can sometimes last for years. From now on, anyone who wants to claim their rights, must have been born before 1993. 

Integration – a success? 


When the Russian Germans first arrived, it was thought that the community would be difficult to integrate: unemployment rates were high, especially among the elderly, and high crime rates followed. But that has changed over the past few decades. Today, Russian Germans are considered model immigrants. They generally speak better German and have lower rates of unemployment than others immigrant communities, even if they tend to work in more blue-collar sectors. 


Centuries after the departure of their ancestors, what are they looking for now, and why have they come to Berlin? Often, they have lost all their ties with Germany. Certainly, for some of them, this is a veritable return to their roots, motivated by the hope of a better life in an adopted home. Eduard Walz, a grocer who lives in Lichtenberg, left the Ural Mountains in 1990 to move to Berlin. He took a chance : “Having a double nationality enables us to leave, because in Russia, our prospects for the future were so limited.“ Vassili Sagasdachny, a member of the Russian association Schalasch, is part of the second wave of re-patriots who came to Berlin during the last decade. Having lived humbly in Kazakhstan, he wanted “to see how life was in Berlin.“ Today, he wouldn't leave for anything in the world.

Anna Mamonov is 25 years old. She arrived in Germany with her mother when she was nine years old. For her, like all children, the question of her identity is still unresolved. “I feel like I've been ripped from my childhood and my country.“ Although Anna is integrated within her society, she thinks of herself as being primarily Russian. And for those who are born on German soil? For them, it's just the opposite: they hear Russian being spoken in their homes, they don't want to learn it because whether at school, or with their friends, they don't speak anything but German. The Valentina Association proposes the revival of the Russian language in young people. Despite all the efforts, Germans keep in their minds an image of 'Asi' or welfare, when they think about the Russian population, who are often perceived as second rate citizens. This situation is one in which the Russian Germans suffer, Eduard explains: “Financially, it's better here for them than in Russia. But in general, here, its not total freedom. We are still under pressure. There are way too many laws. For me, my homeland is still Russia.“

Refugees in Marzahn-Hellersdorf


The Berlin government on Friday, Jan. 27, 2017 unveiled the first of 10 planned modular refugee residences that will eventually offer shelter to as many as 4,000 refugees.


The building in Wittenberger Straße in Marzahn has room for up to 100 refugees and features linoleum floors, a gray facade and floor-to-ceiling windows, according to Berliner Zeitung. The units are known as Modulare Unterkunft für Flüchtlinge (Modular Residence for Refugees), or MUF. 

The MUFs were ordered by the previous Berlin government to free up other public spaces currently utilized to house refugees and offer the refugees more privacy. Refugees will share double rooms with bathrooms and kitchens shared by as many as 15 residents.


The Volkssolidarität charity will run the home and held a meeting for neighbours Friday night. About 40 percent of the planned residents will be families, including as many as 50 children. The building will employ 14 as well as security personnel and a teaching assistant for the children.


The eastern borough of Marzahn is currently home to 2,200 refugees, a figure that is expected to double in the coming year, according to Berliner Zeitung. “If other people are moving here from other districts, then I expect that funds will be appropriately re-directed,” Breitenbach told the paper. She’d reportedly like to have 1 million from the government’s integration fund. The modular construction will reportedly last a century and can be reconfigured for a number of uses should the refugees move out. Once the refugees are granted asylum, they can move out and find an aparment of their own. They, as any other German in need, can get a funding by the Berlin magistrate for their aparment. 


Recently they have been violent and aggressive protest against refugee homes in Marzahn-Hellersdorf by right wing groups supported by locals. But there are also very successful initiatives to help refugees. They have been organized by residents of Marzahn-Hellersdorf and one of them is called “Hellersdorf hilft“.

Russian orthodox church in Marzahn 


http://www.lichtenbergmarzahnplus.de/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Kirche_1_A2_web.jpg; 220118;22:23





Kalina – russische Spezialitäten in Marzahn 2011


http://leserhunger.archivauskunft.de/2011/12/internationaler-suchdienst-its-bad-arolsen/; 210118;10:23





Marzahn in 2013


https://www.bz-berlin.de/media/marzahn-ist-mehr-als-nur-ein-plattenbau-kiez-2; 220118;22:34





Typical GDR Plattenbau – 1988


https://inaltenundneuenstaedten.wordpress.com/2014/04/page/2/; 190118;23:34





A MUF in Marzahn, 2017


http://newsfeed.berlin/heres-the-refugees-new-digs-in-marzahn; 220118;21:54








