Worksheet for group 3: Experts on politics and the residents of the Hansaviertel after 1945

Your object of research: 

The architectural concept of the high-rise buildings in the Hansaviertel – Bauhaus architecture and social housing in the wake of the Cold War and after

Tasks:

1. Please read the papers provided by the teachers. 

2. Make notes of  a) the social housing concept of the Hansaviertel, b) the political background of the Hansaviertel in the late 50s and after 1989 and c) of the residents who have lived there in the 1950s and today.

3. Make a poster with your results. 

Help for the tasks:Answer the following questions

- historical and political aspects of the area and its residents: Answer the following questions:

(1) Why was the new Hansaviertel built and what was at that site before 1945?  

(2) What is the Bauhaus and how did it influence the re-building of the Hansaviertel? 

(3) Which political ideas were behind this new development area/the construction of the buildings? How did the Cold War/politics at the time influence the building of the Hansaviertel? 

(4) Which social idea was behind the architectural concept? Did this concept of social housing work out/was it successful? Give reasons! 

(5) What has become of the idea of social housing today? 

(6) Who lived in the old Hansaviertel before the war? 

(7) Which changes did the National Socialists force upon the residents of the Hansaviertel? 

(8) Who was supposed to live in the new Hansaviertel in the 1950s? Who lives there today? Are the apartments private property or owned by state companies?

- Help for the poster 

(1)aims of the poster: The poster should give you a quick overview of your topic and of your answers to the task questions. The poster is to be used for a short presentation to your partners and for a gallery walk!

(2) Your poster should have a thesis (such as:“The Hansaviertel:  a product of the Cold War“)

(3) Use the oval cards provided by your teacher. Write key words or phrases (which answer the task questions!) on them.

(4) Stick the oval cards into the appropriate boxes of your poster. 









Clauß, Gymnasium Tiergarten, Berlin Germany, 2018

Topic: The Bauhaus in the Hansaviertel – modern arcitecture and social housing in the wake of the Cold War and after

suggested thesis: “The Hansaviertel:  a product of the Cold War“

(find your own one!)

The old Hansaviertel and its residents before World War II


Around 1900, the Hansaviertel had almost 18,000 inhabitants. It was a comfortable, middle-class, posh residential area of medium density, in stark contrast to the surrounding working-class neighborhood, Moabit, north of the Spree. The two largest groups of residents were entrepreneurs and pensioners, representing 20% of the population. About 10% were small traders. Their offices mostly were located in their basements, often hidden behind front yard hedges. There was also a large number of staff: servants, cooks, nannies, etc. and a high number of visual artists and writers. Other professional groups were diplomats, artists, merchants, lawyers, officers, doctors and bankers.


Between 1930 and 1943, there was a social redistribution in the Hansaviertel because of the discrimination and subsequent murder of the Jewish residents, who had comprised about 10% of the population. The destruction of the area began in 1933 with the accession of the Nazis. The synagogue in the Levetzowstrasse was burned down during the pogrom in November 1938 and demolished in 1939. Jews who had to evacuate their homes were in so-called "Jewish houses" and forcibly admitted to a limited living space crammed together. One such Jewish house, at Cuxhavener Strasse 14, is preserved. In 1941 the deportations to the concentration camps began.


The other professional groups (teachers, bank employees, engineers, clerks, workers) moved into the vacated flats, and it can be assumed that these were primarily loyal Nazi party members. Around 1941 the area was declared a "Jew-free zone" by the General Inspector. Currently 1030 Jews are known to have been transported from the Hansaviertel to be murdered in the concentration camps.

World War II and the beginning of the Cold War


During WWII British and American air raids and bombardment by the Soviets destroyed large parts of German cities in 1944 and 1945 in order to force the German Nazis to surrender. Finally, in May 1945, Nazi rule ended because Germany lost the war. 

In and after 1945, Germany and Berlin was ruled by the four allies: the United States, France, Great Britain and the Soviet Union. During the Second World War, Britain and the USA were allies of the Soviet Union, fighting together against Germany. After the war, they became enmies. The intense economic, political, military and ideological rivalry between the Soviet Union and its satellites and the democratic countries of the Western world under the leadership of USA after WWII is called Cold War.  

Soon Berlin was to become a hotspot of the conflict between these two ideologies of democracy and communist dictatorship: 


In 1949, the Soviets initiated a land blockade of the American, French and British sectors of West Berlin because they wanted the Americans, British and French allies to leave Berlin (the so-called Berlin Blockade). No goods and coal should reach Berlin and should force the (West-) Berliners to surrender to the Soviets. But that did not happen because the western allies supplied Berlin by air (the so-called Berlin airlift). The blockade was not successful and ended peacefully 11 months later due to a airlift coordinated by the US-American general Cassius D. Clay. 

Also in 1949, Germany and Berlin were divided into a “West“ and “East“: the states of West Germany(BRD) and East Germany(DDR) were founded. The West was a democratic state (“capitalist West“), the East a communist dictatorship (“Communist East“). From today's perspective it may sound strange. At that time it was not clear which of the two ruling political and economic systems – capitalism/democracy or communism/dictatorship - would prevail. After the Hiroshima (first use of an atomic bomb by the USA against its then enemy Japan), and particularly after 1949 when Russia developed the atomic bomb, politicians realised that another ‘hot war’ would kill all humankind – war would be MAD (mutually assured destruction). So they stopped short of war – the Cold War. They didn’t declare war. But West and East did everything to oppose each other short of war. Instead, the superpowers turned to military use of power and threats and economic pressure to force the opposing side to comply with their demands. The Cold War lasted until 1989. 
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The Hansaviertel and the Cold War: a Western response to the building of rows of high-rise buildings in communist East Berlin


The story of the Hansaviertel and the Cold War began in East Berlin in the 1950s: from 1951 to 1953 the buildings of the Stalin Allee (today's Frankfurter Allee which runs from the Alexander Platz) were constructed in East Berlin by the communist rulers. They were a new type of high-rise buildings which were to house many Berliners comfortably and in modern and cheap apartments. The high-rise slabs had a faҫade  modelled after neo-classical buildings with rich ornaments.  


The West’s response was the international building exhibition (Interbau 1957) at the Hansaviertel as a starter to re-build the destroyed houses of the Hansaviertel in an innovative way, too. In contrast to the "dictatorial oriented buildings" of the Stalin Allee the Hansaviertel buildings showed a "free naturalness" and "informality" for the "City of Tomorrow"(quotes by Interbau)


Thus, the Stalin Allee in the East and the Hansaviertel in the West were built almost simultaneously, both as demonstration objects for the capability and power of the respective society system.

Berlin in WWII and after the war 


During the bombings of 22 and 23 November 1943, more than 75% of the district was destroyed. At the end of the war, of the 161 houses, only 21 (13%) were habitable. Today's Hansaviertel covers a much smaller area as the historical Hansaviertel. 


The history of the new Hansaviertel is closely associated with the urban master plan for (West)Berlin after the end of World War II. The disaster for the city - 500,000 homes lost and all industries and workplaces of any importance destroyed or dismantled - offered a unique opportunity for city planners. The architect Hans Scharoun was commissioned in 1946 by the Allied Control Council to develop a concept for the redesign of Berlin. Under his leadership, the so-called “collective plan“ provided a complete redistribution and decentralization of the city. It called for housing units for 4000 to 5000 people, surrounded by green and providing all necessary utilities. Thus, the land use plan of 1950 incorporated two main objectives: inner city areas should be more loose-packed than before, and the city should, as far as possible, be interspersed with green spaces. Living should be separated from working: as a consequence up to the 70s housing projects often meant that the houses in a new quarter were built for the people to live in only. They should relax and enjoy their freetime – and work in different parts of the city. No workplace should be in between these living quarters.

The Hansaviertel and the Bauhaus architectural concept


Today's Hansaviertel became the symbol of (West)Berlin's desire for renewal. The quarter had been destroyed during the war by allied air raids. So today's Hansaviertel "rests" on the ruins of the old Hansaviertel. The Hansaviertel was constructed for the 1957 International Building Exhibition between the Tiergarten and the route of the railway. The area, planned in 1953 and implemented between 1955 and 1960 is considered a model of modern city planning and of the classical modern or post-modernism of that time. It replaced part of the old Hansaviertel of which about 90 percent of the houses were destroyed in World War II air raids. Today it has about 6000 residents of which approximately 30% are foreigners. 


The idea of Hans Scharoun for Berlin was taken over for the re-construction of the Hansaviertel by the Bauhaus architects Walter Gropius, Oskar Niemeyer and a team of architects from many nations. The buildings were constructed almost entirely with materials from remains of the old brick wall, often mixed with concrete. The idea was to build a completely new type of building: high-rise buildings of various types with a lot of open and green space inbetween the houses. The vision for the southern Hansaviertel called for loose structure building instead of the pre-war closed block construction, and a lot of green between the buildings. Typical examples are the solitary high-rise buildings of Luciano Baldessari, Gustav Hassenpflug and Raymond Lopez or the slab high-rise building of Oskar Niemeyer and Walter Gropius and the linear high-rise of Karl Fisker.

Prevalent in most architecture during the Bauhaus period was strict geometry and strong, right-angled forms of the houses. While some people may perceive this as boxy, the reasons for such a design feature were clear. Both the internal and external layout of a house could be open and well laid out, making best use of the available space. 

The Hansaviertel – an example of and a model for of social housing
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This concept of minimalist use of forms, shapes and colour was especially important in social housing situations[image: image3.jpg]g‘!@"} ok m 2t ) ;
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 where only a limited amount of square metres could be dedicated to each occupant. Why? Because it's not the overall mass that makes a difference, but the space that is housed inside. Minimalist use of structure means more space within the house to be used for its rooms and apartments. Furthermore most high-rise buildings had a so-called community room within the buidling where residents could meet, talk and play with their children. The Hansaviertel became the example of modern social housing in Berlin with an artistic appeal – a place where people wanted to live in. The modern buildings of the Hansa quarter with bathrooms, hot water, garbage disposals and central heating were sought-after residential properties: there were long queues of housing applicants. In July 1957 the first tenants moved in. 


 People could apply for funding under the social housing scheme – but the overall concept of the houses made the quarter more attractive for wealthier Berliners. On top of that the concept of Bauhaus proved to be very expensive and cost Berlin a lot of money to be built. So soon many apartments were sold rather than rented out. Today many of the aparments are in private ownership and no longer financed by the state. Social housing has become too expensive in the Hansaviertel. 

Social housing in today's Berlin


The demand for cheap rent did not match with the demands of a modern-style architecture of the high rise buidlings in the long run. In the 1960s and 1970s whole quarters of high-rise buildings were built. The high-rise buildings had little space between each other, looked like concrete deserts and had no working places within their living quarters. Even though rent was cheap, people soon felt lonely and left-behind as these buildings were erected at the fringe of Berlin with bad transport links. 

Social housing is still one of the most prominent topics of housing in Berlin, though. Laws should make sure that rents in Berlin can be afforded by many – even the not so wealthy ones. But you do not have a the choice where to live: often there are parts in Berlin which are cheaper to live in and some parts where rents increase. On the other hand the Bauhaus idea of modern social housing is discovered again and a number of smaller and more comfortable social housing quarters have been built throughout Berlin. In 2016 Berlin had about 116000 apartments of social housing and currently a new law is made to rise the number of social housing apartments again.
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Communists: believe that industry should be state-owned.





Soviet Union: the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics – the USSR –– i.e.   communist Russia.





Dictator: a ruler who has total power. Stalin was the Russian dictator, Walter Ulbricht was the East German dictator.





Capitalists: believe that property and industry should be privately owned.





Democracy: where the people can elect their own government.





Gropiushaus in the Hansaviertel (2008)


� HYPERLINK "http://enbusquedadelaformamoderna.blogspot.de/"��http://enbusquedadelaformamoderna.blogspot.de�; 200118; 11:20





Berlin Kreuzberg social housing in the 1970s


http://www.abload.de/img/20269404_743563d64f_b1isl.jp; 200118;22:13





Social housing in West Berlin Gropiusstadt of the 1970s: 


www.carofoto.com, 200118;22:23





Social housing in 1987 


https://www.berliner-mieterverein.de/magazin/online/mm0113/011329-c; 200118;22:45








